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- Walesa in early lead 

WARSAW (AM — Outgoing Palish Proidcm Lech Walesa was 
tat Ahead io the : second round of the county’s presidential vote 
i. £w4ty wl,h . ' '* P cr r , c f n ' of the V °W« a«ordutg to preliminary 
‘Wupatton* *"*» on Polish television The result was based on an 
- *^dfi;«»«iuacd at 5 p.m. { Kwo GMT) bv the Obop Imtituic 
i hooa before voting ended, which gave Mr. Walesa’s rivaf 
itKfcr Kwasniewski 49.7 per cent of rhe vote. The previous 
.te. based on a tally taken at MM polling stations out of a total 
>“d shown M*. Walesa with a bigger lead and the figure is 
considered highly likely to vary in the coming hours. Polish 
jffeutsfon earlier published the results of successive sounding 
which showed the gap between the two candidates narrowing 


rwuiM , . .. 7 '■■'“‘■iJits Liumisiica ai ivuo 

_ . . placed- Mr. Walesa ahead of Mr. Kwasniewski, with the 

*• tricks vitiuiioo revering just an hour later. The final result gave Mr 
\ n * Jq||t Kwauiewski a clear lead o» 35. 1 1 per cent compared with 33. 1 1 

® " ncn*d.mMr. Walesa. Turnouf at 4:iX)p.m. wa* estimated at 52 i* 

jgr rent («* carikr story inridc). 



)N (Ri ^ ^ 

custom, ±*~ 

fe'4: 



imes 


An indep 


an Press Foundation 

Jom<I law jljj^a- 


Iraq’s parliament speaker dies 

BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraq's Parliamentary Speaker Saadi Mahdi 
Saleh has died after struggling for several months against an 
iflcurahlc illness, the official news agency IN A announced Sunday. 
Mr Saleh, m his 5tK. was speaker of the parliament for the last Six 
years and a leader of the Baath Party which has ruled Iraq since 
I9nK. He was hospitalised in Jordan' more than si* months ago. 
suffering from an "incurable illness." IN A said, without specifying 
the nature of his ailment. Paying tribute, the agency said Mr. 
Saleh's death was "an enormous loss of a great Iraqi leader who 
was faithful to the principles of the party." Hospital sources in the 
Jordanian capital, contacted by AFP. said the parliamentary 
speaker had not returned since treatment six months ago at the 
King Hussein Medical Centre, in mid'Octoher. Mr. Saleh sent a 
message uf congratulations from hospital in Amman to President 
Saddam Hussein who won another seven years in power in a 
nationwide referendum. President Saddam has often praised the 
speaker as a "miliiam who is sincere and faithful to the principles 
of the Baath Pans " 
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Blast destroys Egypt’s embassy in Islamabad 


neighbouring buildings were 
shattered by the blast. 

A diplomat, reflecting 
wide concern in the diploma- 
tic community, said, “if this 
(blast) can happen at an 
embassy, anything can hap- 
pen here." 

It was the first big blast in 
the high security diplomatic 
enclave of the Pakistani 
capital. 

"It is a catastrophe.*" one 
Arab diplomat added. 

A witness said he saw a car 
entering the embassy gates 
before the explosion* which 
sent up a "big bull of flames 
and smoke.” Security person- 
nel on the scene said more 
than two dozen vehicles were 
destroyed. 

Witnesses said there were 
two explosions. The first 
shattered the gate of the 
embassy. A second stronger 


blast followed immediately 
and was audible all over the 
sprawling capital. 

In Cairo, three armed Isla- 
mic militant groups claimed 
responsibility for the blast. 

"The Jam a a Islamiyya 
claims responsibility for the 
explosion at the Egyptian 
embassy in Islamabad.” an 
unidentified man said in a 
phone call to an international 
news agency. 

The group has 
spearheaded militant vio- 
lence in Egypt which has 
claimed more than 90U lives 
since 1992 in a drive to over- 
throw the secular govern- 
ment in Cairo. 

Another Islamic group, the 
International Justice Group, 
also claimed responsibility in 
a statement to a news agency 
as did Al Jihad in a telephone 
call. 


“The platoon uf the martyr 
Khaled Islambuli executed an 
operation today which sent 
skulls, limbs and corpses 
flying. leaving dozens dead 
and wounded at Egypt's di- 
plomatic mission m Islama- 
bad.” the UG said in a typed 
fax. 

But another anonymous 
caller said Al Jihad claimed 
the embassy attack, "carried 
out by the Platoon of Issam 
Al Oamari and Ibrahim Safa- 
ma." Oamari was a Jihad 
leader killed in 1989. 

Pakistani Foreign Minister 
Asctf Ahmad Ali said several 
hours after the blast that a 
suicide bomber may have car- 
ried it out. 

"Apparently it was perpe- 
trated by a suicide bomber 
who may have blasted his 

(Continued on page 7) 
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n a c °nsig nnirr “T, U g e blast, believed to be a 
wers > flf>u n carborab. destroyed the 
2ster Airpf,n EFyf* ian «n*>*sy here Sun- 
/ 1994 Th/ day. leaving 15 people dead 
Jrvice said . , ' and nearly 60 injured, offi- 
cer cmi,'' /*■"' rials and witnesses said, 
iseiun- n In Cair0 * T hr« Islamic 
t nna v J u arefc .groups, the Jamaa Islamiyya, 
iliJr tVi'i u ',- Al J‘ ha d and the I rue motion. 

ce * Justice Group, claimed re- 

erarao Baron fc sponsibilily for the attack 
iver the *hjch was being described by 
- to- Mr. Br^- jgficials here as a possible 
pleaded L » Ul |,“ Wide attack. 

]>ng dm s’... The Egyptian embassy, re- 
in Vooli| C |. daetd to a mangled heap of 
a, deterred U : >reel and concrete, was 
t pendin" a * meanwhile surrounded by 
-‘l t ls .jii „ ' Pakistani troops as a stream 
war. -- of ambulances removed the 

ien arep., 1 ,^ v|Chm ^ including several 
>eo in CjIi. ( foreign diplomats, 
ad involved Officials and emergency 

2 nt of large q. v services put the number of 
f cocaine m>. dead at 15, including five 
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A crane helped workers to 
dear debris at the battered 
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not papers It ^yp,i an Ambassador 

qqH Mohammad Noman Galal 
survived almost unhurt. “I 
SCOW «Ri _ was in the building ... My 
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Jordan 

condemns 

attack 

AMMAN IJ.T.I — Jordan 
Sunday condemned a bomb 
attack on the Egyptian 
embassy in Pakistan that kil- 
led at least 15 people and 
injured about 6(J uchers. 

His Majesty King Hu>sein. 
who is now on a working visit 
to Britain, sent a cable to 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak expressing condo- 
lences on his behalf and on 
behalf of the people and gov- 
ernment of Jordan over the 
fall of the victims. The King 
described the attack as an act 
of terrorism. 

"We were deeply pained 
and angered over reports ab- 
out the criminal and evil 
attack at the Egyptian embas- 
sy in i .Lmabad that caused 
the death and injury of inno- 
cent pcuple.” King Hussein 
told Mr. Mubarak. 

"I strongly condemn this 
rerrorist and hideous attack 
and reiterate and emphasise 
the need for fighting off all 
forms of terrorism and ex- 
tremism," King Hussein said. 

His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan. the Regent, 
also condemned the attack in 
a telephone call to the Egyp- 
tian president. The Regent 
expressed his condolences to 
the president and the families 
of the victims. The Regent 
wished the injured speedy 
recovety. 

Foreign Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti telephoned 
his Egyptian counterpart 
Amr Musa and told him that 
Jordan condemned all forms 

(Continued on page 7) 


U.S. sets Monday deadline for Bosnian peace decision 


billion to v£ D ayt0N 0hio (Agencies) 

MiSS Worm — After IS full days of inten- 
sive negotiations here, the 
Copies 1 United States Sunday gave 
. .Balkan leaders a deadline of 
-I Cm. a few more hours to make 

Pj — A iota) peace or go home to more 

people in W war. 

were forecast s - "There is no reason for 
. the final of it* 1 negotiations ro proceed 

id beauiv eonit” ton 8 erthan toda >-’' Sims De- 
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along with British, French, 
German and Russian 
mediators from the "contact 
group” — have all been in- 
volved in the marathon talks 
here, he noted. 

The United Slates has in 
effect given the parties an 
ultimatum that they reach 
agreement before Monday 10 
a.m. (1500 GMT), saying an 
"event" will be called at that 
time, either to initial a peace 
agreement or explain the 
reasons for failure. 

Earlier Sunday. Croatian 
President Fran jo Tudjman 
left Zagreb Sunday for the 
United States, where he said 
an agreement on ending the 
war in former Yugoslavia is 
expected to be initialled 
Monday. 

Asked by reporters at Zag- 
reb airport if talks in Dayion, 
are reaching fruition, Mr. 
Tudjman said: "It looks like- 
it. If it wasn’t so they would 
not cal! me to come back." 
He said the talks "should be 
finished tomorrow. It is ex- 
pected that an agreement will 
be initialled (then)." 

Mr. Tudjman said the deal 
expected to be reached in 
Dayton concerns not only 
Bosnia, but also Croatia. He 
said he did not want to make 
anv comments on the details 


of the expected agreements. 

Two deals have already 
been struck in Dayton, one 
on strengthening the Bosnia 
Muslim-Croar alliance and 
another between Zagreb and 
rebel Serbs on the peaceful 
reintegration into Croatia of 
east Slavonia, the last dis- 
puted Croatian area. 

"It is important that 
Croatia establishes its 
sovereignty over the area (of 
eastern Slavonia), if possible 
without casualties," Mr. 
Tudjman said. 

Several sources close to the 
talks said peace negotiators 
made progress on Saturday, 
night and that a deal was 
imminent. “Things are com- 
ing to an end. They are being 
wrapped up as we speak,” 
one Balkan source said. 

In Sarajevo, hundreds of 
Bosnian Croats and Muslims 
protested in Sunday, fearing 
that negotiators are about to 
surrender their homes to 
Serbs at peace talks in the 
United States. 

Leaked details of the peace 
negotiations in Dayton indi- 
cate the Bosnian Serbs are 
likely to be handed a 20- 
kiiometre wide strip of land 
connecting their territories in 
eastern and western Bosnia. 

The Serbs already hold 


part of what is known as the 
"Posavina corridor" but 
would be granted control of 
additional ground now occu- 
pied by Bosnian army troops 
and allied Croat forces. 

For Muslims and Croats 
driven from their homes in 
Posavina during Bosnia’s 42- 
month war or now facing 
eviction, the deal amounts to 
a betrayal. 

“The territories are being* 
’exchanged but no one is 
asking those of us who were 
born there or expelled from 
there and certainly not those 
who died there," said Reuf 
Ibrisagic, 60, a protestor 
from Derventa in rhe corri- 
dor area. 

Most of those attending the 
indoor rally seemed to blame 
Serbian President Slobodan 
Milosevic and Croatian Presi- 
dent Tudjman for the deal 
even though it will only come 
into effect if Bosnian Presi- 
dent Alija Izetbegovic signs 
too. 

"Tudjman and Milosevic* 
can give and trade their land 
if their people allow it but 
they can't do lhat with Bosnia 
Herzegovina,” said one 
elderly man. 

Mr. Ibrisagic insisted the 
Bosnian army would reject 
any peace deal which failed 


to meet citizens' needs. 

"Even if our delegations 
signs the deal, which would 
mean accepting the destruc- 
tion of Our homes, refusing to 
recognise genocide and 
granting amnesty to war 
crimes, it won't be accepted 
by (our) soldiers," he said. 

Kresimir Zubak, president 
of the Muslim-Croar Federa- 
tion which is to assume grea- 
ter importance after a peace 
deal, offered to resign last 
week over his disgust with rhe 
proposed Posavina corridor 
deal being negotiated in Day- 
ton. 

. Sunday's protesters in 
Sarajevo said Mr. Zubak, a 
Bosnian Croat war veteran 
from Doboj in the corridor 
area, was expressing the 
natural outrage of all those 
from Posavina. 

Virtually all those who 
gathered in the Bosnian 
capital on Sunday said they 
favoured a unified, multi- 
ethnic Bosnia where all 
national groups could live 
together after reluming to 
their homes. 

Mr. Tudjman, meanwhile, 
came under fire in Zagreb for 
reportedly agreeing the U.S.- 
brokered peace deal for Bos- 

(Continned oo page 7) 
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at politicising religion 
should be put to an end but 
3 stress should be made on 
its role in forming the na- 
tion's conscience." 

"The scares of the profes- 
sional associations should 
be rectified to make it apo- 
litical... Associations 
should dedicate their work 
to improving the profession 
itself. They should work on 
preserving the interests of 
their members and promot- 
ing the objectives upon 
which they were estab- 
lished." the foreign minis- 
ter said. 

Mr. Kabariti, who con- 
centrated mainly on “re- 
sponsible journalism" and 
"calm dialogue" as the 
right instruments for a "re- 
spected" press, was re- 
plying to comments made 
by Hani Horani. director of 
Al Urdun Al Jadid Centre. 


in which Mr. Horani 
alluded to what he de- 
scribed as Jordanians’ con- 
cern over the process of 
democracy. 

•This concern is legiti- 
mate.” Mr. Horani said in 
his speech. "And we feel 
no embarrassment to ex- 
press it in clear and frank 
terms, because the alterna- 
tive for our country is io 
remain under the mercy of 
the unknown and the mis- 
sing links in the dialogue." 

“Perhaps the speech 
made by His Majesty King 
Hussein and the hot discus- 
sion that followed arc a 
very dear example of the 
concern and even the an- 
ger. at the various official 

and popular levels due 

to weak dialogue and the 
failure to reach decisive re- 
sults upon which we can 
build and resume our 


march.’* Mr. Horani 
added. . 

The recent speech by- 
King Hussein rwo weeks 
ago before senior army and 
security officers at Al Hus- 
sein Medical City kicked 
off a debate within the 
different milieux espedally 
over freedom of the press 
and the status of profes- 
sional unions. 

The intention expressed 
by the government to 
amend the Press and Pub- 
lications Law topped the 
headlines in several news- 
papers over the past two 
weeks, and debate raged 
over the constitutionality of 
obligatory membership' in 
professional associations 
and the unions’ role in poli- 
tical life. 

"Even the differences 
over the Middle East peace 
process and the conclusion 


of the peace treaty with 
Israel should noi be a 
reason for going back on 
democracy.’ Mr. Horani 
said. "Violence, terrorism 
and extremism .usually 
prosper under a climate of 
repression, although it may 
appear on the surface that 
democracy gives the oppor- 
tunity for extremist voices 
to be heard better." 

In response. Mr. Kabar- 
iti said: "Without gening 
into details over fears 
raised by Mr. Horani in 
relation to democracy. I 
would like to point out that 
in the (King’s) letter of 
designation to Prime Minis- 
ter Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker 
to form his government in 
April 1989. (the Sharif) was 
designated to work on 
creating an environment 

(Continued oa page 7) 


Arafat enters Jenin 


JENIN. West Bank (Agen- 
cies) — PLO Chairman Yas- 
ser Arafat told thousands of 
cheering Palestinians on Sun- 
day they had been "liber- 
ated” under a peace deal with 
Israel which no assassin’s bul- 
let could kill. 

Protected by hundreds of 
bodyguards Mr. Arafat 
addressed crowds then 
chaired a cabinet meeting ot 
his Palestinian authority dur- 
ing a four hour visit to Jenm. 
only his ihrid trip to the West 
Bank since self-rule began in 
Gaza and Jericho. 

Security was heavy follow- 
ing the assassination of Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin by a Jewish gunman 
opposed to PLO peace on 
Nov. 4 

"The peace process goes 
on. Nobody will be an obsta- 
cle. especially those who use 
their guns for assassination." 
Mr. Arafat said. 

"My brothers, this is the 
peace* movement in the land 
of prophesy and so we should 
pur our hands together in 
order to build the Palestinian 
state." Mr. Arafat said from 
a platform overlooking the 
crowd. 

“In the name of God. in 
the name of the Palestinian 
people. I declare Jenin liber- 
ated. liberated, liberated.” 
he said. 

Israeli soldiers pulled out 
of the centre of Jenin last 
week as part of an agreement 
extending limited autonomy 
from the Gaza Strip and West 
Bank enclave of Jericho. Five 
more cities and part of Heb- 
ron are to be evacuated soon 
to allow for Palestinian elec- 
tions on Jan. 20. Mr. Arafat 
has previously visited only 
Jericho. 

Jenin residents chanted 
greetings and a local band 
played the Palestinian nation- 
al anthem when Mr. Arafat’s 
helicopter landed less than an 
hour after taking off from his 
Gaza headquarters. Officials 
said the helicopter and 
another carrying Mr. Arafat’s 
comrades were rented from 
Egypt but flown by Palesti- 
nians. 

“It’s a great day,*’ said 
Ihsan Tamrawi. a 30-year-old 
engineer in Jenin. "Our 
dreams have come true and 
we saw Yasser Arafat in the 
liberated land of Palestine.” 

Elsewhere in rhe West 
Bank. 10 Palestinian police 
officers arrived in Tulkarm to 
prepare for Israel’s withdraw- 
al there next month. Resi- 
dents lined the streets waving 
flags and singing nationalist 
songs. 

Mr. Arafat told the crowd 
he had visited the Jenin area 
secretly after Israel captured 
the West Bank in the 1967 
Middle East war. 

"Do you remember you 
used to honour me by bring- 
ing me food and drink from 
your homes? When I met you 
we used to meet in secrecy. 
Now. we meet face-to-face to 
build the future of Palestinian 
liberated land.” Mr. Arafat 

S3id. 

“1 appeal to you. I do not 
want any sister or brother to 



PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat makes the V-sign to a crowd 
of Palestinians as he arrives in Jenin Sunday on his first visit 
to this northern West Bank town that saw the last Israeli 
soldiers leave last week (AFP photo) 

refrain from voting in the is to establish laws and leg- 


coming elections," Mr. Ara- 
fat told the crowd, prompting 
mixed reactions. 

Merchant Jamal Ghanem, 
30. said: "This has raised rhe 
morale of the people here. It 
means independence.” 

But office worker Talal 
Farhan, 22. said Mr. Arafat’s 
speech was only meant ro 
boost his election campaign. 

The Palestinian Authority 
failed Sunday to adopi an 
electoral law after an internal 
division among its members. 
Palestinian officials, said. 

■;We had hoped to finalise 
it today but it was not possi- 
ble due to many comments 
and suggested amendments 
said local government 
"minister" Saeb Erakat. 

But he added the law 
should be adopted later in the 
week ahead of elections. 

Mr. Erakat added the reg- 
istration of voters which be- 
gan on Nov. 12 "is going 
ahead in a satisfactory way. 
The rare of participation in 
the areas where it has already 
taken place has surpassed 99 
per cent. It is more than we 
had hoped for." 

Candidates would be reg- 
istered between Dec. 10 and 
21 and the campaign would 
stan on Dec. 30. he added. 

Culture "Minister” Yasser 
Abed Rabbo said "in princi- 
ple" the electoral law had 
been approved and would be 
handed over to a special legal 
committee. 

"By the start of next week, 
it will be declared as the final 
official law ... there have 
been some amendments but 
mainly the law is still based 
on the (mles of) majority and 
district." 

The S2-members elected to 
the self-rule council would 
also be pan of the Palestinian 
National Council, rhe parlia- 
ment in exile. Mr. Abed Rab- 
bo said. 

"However, their main task 


islations in the self-rule areas. 

"All political parties will 
be able to participate without 
any restriction. We will make 
thar the law will be im- 
plemented as it is on the 
text.” 

Most, of the Palestinians 
opposition groups, including 
the Islamic Resistance Move- 
ment (Hamas), have said 
they would boycott the poll 
(see relevant story on page 
12 ). 

"If the redeployment 
keeps going at the same pace, 
we will be able to meet the 
timetable before the end of 
the year and hold elections. 
There is no obstacle." 

Mr. Erakat said that after 
the pullback from Jenin "it’s 
Tulkarm. Qalqiliya and then 
Nablus." 

Almost 400.000 Palesti- 
nians have registered in the 
first week of a canvass to be 
on the electoral roll for self- 
rule elections in January, the 
central election commission 
said Sunday. 

A total of 382.000 Palesti- 
nians have filled in registra- 
tion forms for the elections in 
which some 1.2 million peo- 
ple aged 18 and above are 
eligible to vote Jan. 20. 

Seven thousand teachers 
are carrying out a door-to- 
door canvass in the West 
Bank, the Gaza Strip and 
annexed East Jerusalem. It 
began Nov. 12 and is due to 
be completed Dec. 2. 

“The first week week of 
voter registration was a suc- 
cessful start on the way to the 
first Palestinian general elec- 
tions." said Mohammad 
Shtayyeh, the deputy chair- 
man of the commission. 

The draft electoral register 
will be published Dec. 10 to 
allow the public to file for 
conrections. and the final list 
will be presented Dec. 30. the 
first day of the electoral cam- 
paign. 


Syria steps up call for peace 


DAMASCUS (AFP) — Syria 
gave more indications Sun- 
day that it was ready to re- 
sume peace talks with Israel 
as U.S. Middle East envoy 
Dennis Ross visited the Jew- 
ish state to try to jump stan 
negotiations between the two 
countries. 

The official daily Al Thaw- 
rah urged Israeli Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres to 
“seize the new opportunity 
and make up for lost time 
before (Israeli) elections." 
which are set for November 
1996- 

"Amid ihe encouraging 
signs, rhe United States has 
dispatched Mr. Ross on a 
new mission to break the 
deadlock in the negotia- 
tions,” which have been 
blocked for several months, 
the newspaper said. 

"Officially. Ross came to 
Israel io meet the new lead- 
ers." a Western diplomat 
here said. Mr. Ross is not 
scheduled to visit Syria but 
‘"that could change at any 
moment." the official said. 

Five days after the assassi- 
nation of Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Rabin. Svrian 


President Hafez Al Assad ex- 
pressed hope for "rapid" 
progress in Israeli-Syrian 
peace negotiations. 

Foreign Minister Farouk 
Al Shafaa has said that an 
acceleration of peace talks 
would be the only "positive 
response" to Mr. Rabin's 
assassination at a Tel Aviv 
peace rally in Nov. 4. 

The change in tone oyer 
the past two weeks in Syria’s 
official media towards Israel 
has been significant. 

Mr. Peres has a better im- 
age in Damascus than Mr. 
Rabin. 

Mr. Ross hopes to seal 
agreement on a meeting be- 
tween Mr. Peres and Mr. 
Sharaa at a Barcelona confer- 
ence in late November, de- 
spite Syrian reluctance to 
meet at such a senior level, a 
government official told state 
radio. 

”1 would be pleasantly sur- 
prised if such a meeting took 
place and it would reveal a 
change in the Syrian posi- 
lion,” said Economy Minister 
Yossi Beilin, who is dose to 
Mr. Petes. 


Mr. Peres has already en- 
visioned a withdrawal from 
the strategic Golan Heights 
and was opposed to Mr. 
Rabin's desire to put off Sy- 
rian peace talks until after 
Israeli elections. 

"Mr. Peres, who has been 
chosen to form a new govern- 
ment. has expressed *his de- 
sire to restart negotiations 
and declared that ‘peace is 
more importanr rhan elec- 
tions." the government news- 
paper Tishrin said Saturday. 

it said Mr. Rabin "fell 
under the pressure of the 
right and radical (Jewish) set- 
tlers and asked the U.S. 
administration to delay its 
mediation until next spring." 

Israeli-Syrian negotiations 
ground to a halt five months 
ago amid disagreements over 
security arrangements on the 
Golan Heights to accompany 
any Israeli withdrawal. 

Israel, which seized the 
strategic plateau from Syria 
in the 1967 war. is moving to 
reopen peace talks after sens- 
ing new overtures from 
Damscus since Mr. Rabin's 
assassination. 



Home & Middle East News 


Alg eria’s Zeroual urged 
to start dialogue with FIS 


ALGIERS (R) — An Islam- 
ist leader on Sunday urged 
Algeria's President Li amine 
Zeroual to capitalise on his 
decisive election victory and 
launch a dialogue with the 
Muslim opposition to end 
civil strife that has killed 
50,000 people. 

Islamist leader Sheikh 
Abdullah Jaballah said 
“chaos and disturbances" 
would continue unless the 
government sought a political 
solution to the four-year-old 
crisis through direct talks 
with the outlawed Islamic 
Salvation Front (FIS). 

Mr. Jaballah. head of the 
opposition Nahda Party, said 
the elecrion could provide a 
chance for peace only if se- 
rious dialogue was started 
with FIS. 

“If the authority does not 
respond, the political impasse 
would continue between it 
and the opposition and the 
chaos and disturbances would 
go on." he told Reuters. 

Nahda is a legal Islamist 
party member of an alliance 
of eight opposition groups, 
including FIS. known as the 
“National Pact." 

Mr. Jaballah, who is close 
to the FIS leadership, has in 
the past acted as an in- 
termediary between the au- 
thorities and two jailed FIS 
leaders in failed attempts to 
resolve the crisis. 

He expected Mr. Zeroual's 
government to start talks 
with the opposition in the 
coming few months on its 
preparations to hold par- 


liamentary elections he said 
would be held in 19%. 

Asked whether the nation- 
al pact groups — which 
boycotted Thursday's elec- 
tion — would also not partici- 
pate in the general polls. Mr. 
Jaballah suggested the 
opposition could take part to 
“reorganise the political map 
of the Algerian society." 

The country slid into vio- 
lence in January 1992 when 
the authorities cancelled 
general elections FIS was 
poised to win. 

Western diplomats in 
Algiers said Mr. Zeroual's 
outright victory in Thursday's- 
presidential elections, with 
heavy voter turnout, would 
weaken hardliners on both 
sides of the conflict — the 
military and Muslim mili- 
tants. 

They said this gave Mr. 
Zeroual a rare chance to seek 
a political solution and ex- 
pected a “gesture” towards 
FIS soon. 

Mr. Zeroual has at least 
rwice opened indirect talks 
with jailed FIS leader Abassi 
Madani in the past 18 
months. The diplomats 
blamed hardline generals and 
militants, who want to settle 
the conflict through guns, for 
foiling the bids. 

“People did not vote for 
Zeroual as a person, they 
voted for peace and recon- 
ciliation,'' one diplomat told 
Reuters. “It was a realistic 
choice as Zeroual knows the 
crisis and as a former defence 


minister has the capabilities 
of ending it.” 

“The vote and , massive 
turnout means that revolu- 
tionary Islam in Algeria is 
finished politically." one di- 
plomat said. 

“It also means that the' 
army was sent a message that 
people are tired of its unsuc- 
cessful war against the mili- 
tants and want a political 
solution." 

He said the military estab- 
lishment knew that from now 
on. Western governments 
would closely watch the 
Bemocraric process and urge 
resolution of the conflict at 
the negotiating table, not on 
the battlefield. 

Western governments wel- 
comed the peaceful election 
and heavy turnout and most 
Arab leaders congratulated 
Mr. Zeroual. 

Washington wished Alge- 
rians a period of calm to 
resolve their problems while 
Paris. Algeria's past colonial 
ruler and present main credi- 
tor, asked Mr. Zeroual to 
start dialogue wjth the 
opposition. 

Mr. Zeroual. appointed 
head of state in January 1994 
by a military-dominated 
council, won 61 per cent of 
the vote. 

Official figures showed 
nearly 75 per cent of Alger- 
ia’s 16 million voters cast 
ballots despite threats by 
militants of widespread 
bloodshed on election day. 
Voting proceeded peacefully. 


PREMIER MEETS UNHCR ENVOY: Prime services provided by the UNHCR for refugees 
Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker on Sunday in the world. Ms. Ashkari took over as chief of 


discusses with Chief of the United Nations the UNHCR mission here last month (Petra 
High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) photo) 


mission in Jordan Zubaida Hacim Ashkari 


‘Uganda 
troops are 
in southern 
Sudan’ 


NAIROBI (R) — Ugandan 
troops are still occupying 
parts of the Sudan's eastern 
Equatorii province, the 
Sudanese embassy in Nairobi 
said in a statement Sunday. 
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Iran, UAE try to map out plan 
to resolve dispute over islands 


Uganda has repeatedly de- 
nied Sudanese claims that its 
troops are supporting south- 
ern Sudanese rebels who 
have been fighting a guerrilla 
war for the past 12 years. It 
says, however, that Ugandan 
rebels of the Christian fun- 
damentalist Lord's Resist- 
ance Army (LRA) have 
bases in Sudan. 


DOHA (AFP) — Delegates 
from Iran and the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) tried 
here Sunday to map out a 
course for resolving a dispute 
over three strategic islands in 
the Gulf, sources close to the 
negotiations said. 

In the first talks in three 
years, the two sides tried to 
agree on an agenda for future 
negotiations over the islands 
of Abu Musa, Greater Tunb. 
and Lesser Tunb, The sources 
said. 

The UAE on Saturday 
proposed a four-point agenda 
demanding first Iran’s with- 
drawal from die two Tunbs, a 
UAE official said. 

The head of the UAE de- 
legation, IGialifa Al-Merri, 
also asked for implementing 
the accord the two countries 


struck in 1971 calling for 
shared administration of Abu 
Musa until its sovereignty is 
determined. 

The UAE delegation also 
proposed taking the conflict 
to the International Court of 
Justice at the Hague if the 
two sides fail to reach an 
agreement after' a specified 
time period. 

Attending the opening of 
the talks on Saturday were 
Qatar's Foreign Minister 
Hamad Ibn Jassem Ibn Jabr 
AI Thani, whose country has 
been mediating for the past 
four months. 

Heading the Iranian team 
was Hussein Sadeqi, a senior 
foreign ministry official . 

The talks on the islands of 
Abu Musa and the Greater 
and Lesser Tunb were the 


first since September 1992 
when a session in Abu Dhabi 
broke up without agreement. 

Hie Abu Dhabi round col- 
lapsed after Iran refused to 
discuss the Greater and Les- 
ser Tunb, claimed by the 
Emirate of Ras Al Khaim ah. 

The dispute erupted in 
1992' after the UAE accused 
Iran of trying to annex Abu 
Musa despite a 21-year-old 
; arrangement to share admi- 
nistration with the Emirate of 
Sharjah. 

In 19 94. the UAE sug- 
gested taking the dispute to 
the International Court of 
Justice, which Iran rejected. 
The UAE's position is back- 
ed by its fellow Gulf Coop- 
eration Council members — 
Saudi Arabia. Oman, Qatar, 
Bahrain and Kuwait. 


After Sudan said last week 
that its forces were moving 
towards the border, Uganda 
warned it would resist any 
threat to its territory. 

Saying the presence of 
Ugandan troops is an “appa- 
rent occupation" of Sudanese 
territory, the embassy state- 
ment added: “The govern- 
ment counter-offensive has 


already begun by striking the 
foreign military presence in 


Kit and Magawe." 

Commenting on claims by 
the rebel Sudan People's Li- 
beration Army (SPLA) to be 
dosing on Juba, the southern 
regional capital, the embassy 
said: “It would be a fatal 
mistake for the SPLA and 
Ugandan troops to try to 
capture Juba.” 


Polisario hands over 
185 Moroccan prisoners 
of war to Red Cross 


ALGIERS (AFP) — The 
rebel movement fighting 
Morocco in the Western 
Sahara said Sunday it had 
handed 185 Moroccan pris- 
oners to the International 
Committee of the Red 
Cross which repatriated 
them. 

The Polisario Front 
added in a statement here 
that the prisoners, mainly 
old soldiers freed on huma- 
nitarian grounds, were re- 
patriated on board U.S. 
and Argentinian planes, 
following a request by the 
Italian government. 

Initially, the prisoners 
were released in 1989. but 
Morocco then refused to 
repatriate them. 

According to the Polisar- 
io Front, Rabat authorities 
considered the men were 
neither prisoners of war. 
nor Moroccans. 

A first group of Moroc- 
can prisoners, who were ill 
or wounded, were released 
in May 1984, the Polisario 
Front added. . 

International journalists 
visited t the’ Moroccan pris-' 
oners ‘living in a former 
“bordj” (small fortress) in . 
the Tindouf region in 
September 1991, on the 
sidelines of ceasefire festivi- 
ties in Western Sahara. 

Living in total liberty, the 
prisoners then said they 


were Moroccan and had 
been captured by Polisario 
troops. 

The Polisario has always 
refused to state the exact 
number of Moroccan pris- 
oners it is holding. 

“We have other prison- 
ers." was all an official from 
the Polisario “embassy" in 
Algiers told AFP. 

Sunday's repatriation 
comes amid continuing dif- 
ficulties over a referendum, 
which should be held early 
next year, on self- 
determination in the West- 
ern Sahara. 

Since January 1992. the 
process of identifying voters 
has faltered over differ- 
ences of opinion between 
Morocco ‘-and the Polisario. 

In the 1970s, the Algeria- 
based Polisario Front laun- 
ched an armed struggle to 
regain the 'Western Sahara 
from the former colonial 
power, Spain, and then 
from Morocco, which de- 
clared the region a fourth 
province after Spain with- 
drew.. • • 

The United Nations 
Security Council is trying to 
hold a referendum on self- 
determination in the region 
and has called on Morocco 
and the Polisario Front to 
“folly cooperate" in an 
attempt to accelerate the 
process. 


Embassy attack carries a message ahead of Egyptian elections 


CAIRO, Egypt (AP) — 
The car-bombing at the 
Egyptian embassy in Pakis- 
tan on Sunday carries the 
message in advance of par- 
liament elections here that 
the Islamic radical move-, 
meat is still a force to be 
reckoned with. 

The car-bombing — 
which claimed at least 13 
lives and wounded nearly 
60 others — comes 10 days 
before Egyptians go to the 
polls to elect a new lower 
house, the people’s assem- 
bly. 

The blast in Islamabad 
was claimed by AI-Gamaa 
Al-Islamiya, or the Islamic 
group, which has been 
blamed for much of the 
violence in a 316-year cam- 
paign to try to overthrow 
Egypt’s secular government 
and replace it with strict 
Islamic rule. 

The claim came in an 
anonymous telephone call 
to a .Western news agency 


in Cairo. There was no way 
to independently verify its 
authenticity. 

Radical groups have 
urged Egyptians to boycott 
the upcoming elections, 
arguing that they violate 
Islamic principles. 

■There was no immediate 
comment from government 
officials in Cairo. The fore- 
ign ministry, meanwhile, 
set up an “operations 
room" of senior officials to 
monitor the aftermath of 
the bombing. 

Hala Mustafa, an analyst 
with the Al Ahram Centre 
for Political and Strategic 
Studies, told the Associated 
Press that “the election is 
one reason. Also, the ex- 
tremists are angry that 
Egypt is the past year has 
tried to get at the leadership 
of Al Gamaa abroad." 

Egypt has worked out an 
-extradition treaty with 
Pakistan and has sought to 
repatriate scores of Egyp- 


tian radicals who remain on 
the subcontinent, some 
since fighting as “Mujahe- 
deen" during die Afghan 
insurgency against the Rus- 
sians in the 1980s. 

She also said that radical 
Muslim groups could be 
moving to make good on 
their pledge to avenge the 
conviction of Egyptian 
Sheikh Omar Abdul Rah- 
man. 

The cleric, who is spir- 
itual leader of the Islamic 
group, was convicted along, 
with nine others by a New 
York court last October of 
conspiring to wage a “holy 
war” on the United States by 
biowing up New York land- 
marks. 

' “If it was reaction to die 
Abdul-Rahman case, there 
could be a connection be- 
tween what happened in 
Pakistan and the U.S. 
building in Saudi Arabia," 
Ms. Mustafa said. 

Last Monday, five Amer- 


icans and an Indian were 
killed when a car-bomb ex- 
ploded outside a building in 
the Saudi city of Riyadh 
that served as the head- 
quarters for a U.S. military 
programme. 

The Saudi blast was 
claimed by two groups — 
the previously unknown Ti- 
gers of the Gulf and the 
Islamic Change movement, 
which earlier this year 
threatened to attack Amer- 
icans if they didn't with- 
draw forces from Saudi 
Arabia. 

Concerted police action 
in Egypt has largely con- 
fined the Islamic group’s 
activities to the south, 
mainly in the area of Mala- 
wi some 260 kilometres 
south of Cairo. 

Thousands of suspected 
Muslim militants have been 
jailed. Fifty have been ex- 
ecuted, most after trials in 
military courts. More than 
850 people have died in the 


Islamic radicals' campaign, 
mostly militants and police. 

The capital is quiet, and 
foreign tourists have begun 
returning in such numbers 
that the government is pre- 
dicting a record of more 
than 3 million visitors this 
year. 

Frustrated at home, the 
extremists appear to be 
looking for targets abroad 
in advance of the Nov. 29 
elections, in which the pub- 
lic will elect 444 new de- 
puties. 

Last Monday, Alaa El- 
Din Nazmi, an Egyptian 
commercial counselor, was 
shot to death in his apart- 
ment building in Geneva, 
Switzerland. Although his 
briefcase, wallet and air 
ticket were missing, di- 
plomatic sources here be- 
lieve he was assassinated by 
Muslim radicals. 

The previously unknown 
International Justice Group 
claimed responsibility in a 


fox to Western news agency 
in Cairo. 

On June 26, gunmen 
opened fire on the motor- 
cade of President Hosni 
Mubarak as he arrived for 
an African summit in Ethio- 
pian capital Addis Ababa. 
Mr. Mubarak was unhurt, 
but the Palestinian ambas- 
sador to Ethiopia was 
wounded in the crossfire. 

The Islamic group 
clamed responsibility of 
complicity in the attack. 

There is little question in 
Egypt that the Islamic 
group could hit the embassy 
in Pakistan. 

They include several 
whom Egypt identifies as 
leaders of Islamic extrmists 
here. 

One is Mustafa Shawki 
Al Isiamboii, believed to be 


head of the Islamic group’s 
military wing. His brother 


military wing. His brother 
Khaled was executed for 
the 1981 assassination of 
Egyptian President Sadat. 
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Moderate 
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a chance of showers in the northern 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 

Ekeus due in Iraq in weeks 


BAGHDAD (AFP) - Rolf Ekeus. the head of ll»U.N. 
commission on disarming Iraq, is due to wt . Bsjghda in 
about two weeks, a U.N. official said here Sunday. The 
visit by the chairman of the U-N. Special 
(UNSCOM) is to pursue talks on eliminating qs 
programmes to acquire weapons of mass datfuem i , he 
official told AFP. At around the same time two or three 
U.N. teams of experts will travel to Iraq venty 
documents given by Baghdad and inspect sites : which had 
been used for making or storing chemical, Mogpnl or 
ballistic weapons, he said. Mr. Ekeus gave the U-N. 
Security Council in September a report acting Baghdad 
of having hidden important information about nuclear 
and germ warfare programmes. The Security Counal later 
decided to continue the sanctions first imposed after Iraq 
invaded Kuwait in Augusr 1990. 

Hariri off to Buenos Aires 


BEIRUT (AP) — Prime Minister Rafik Hasriri has flown 
to Argentina on a three-day official visit during which ihe 
will seek to expand economic and trade relations. Mr. 
Hariri, accompanied by the ministers of oil, 
health, immigration and informuon. left Beirut Saturday 
for Paris. He was scheduled to leave for Buenos Aires 
Sunday. The prime minister will, discuss with Argentine 
President Carlos Menem and other official agreements to 
avoid double taxation and investment guarantees, the 
state-run national news agnecy said. Mr. Harm will also 
invite Argentine businessmen and Lebanese expatriates to 
invest in Lebanon, where his government has launched a 
multi-billion-dollar plan to rebuild the country from the 
devastation of the 1975-90 civil war. There are more than 
1 5 million Lebanese expatriates in Argentina, with some 
of them holding key posts in public 3nd private institutions. 
Mr Hariri's visit will be the first to Argentina by a 


high-ranking Lebanese official in 41 years. The late 
President Camille Chamoun visited Argentina in 1954. 


Hashish smugglers arrested in S. Arabia 


RIYADH (AP) — Authorities have arrested five men 
trying to smuggle 377 kilogrammes of hashish into Saudi 
Arabia, a newspaper reported Sunday. The daily Al 
Riyadh estimated the street value of the haul at S3 million. 
The newspaper quoted Genereal Sultan Ayed El Harthy, 
head of the interior ministry's anti-drug department, as 
saying thast one of the five, a Saudi national, was seized 
with 321 kilogrammes of hashish. Four others, whose 
nationalities were not disclosed, were caught with the rest. 
The penalty for drug smuggling in Saudi Arabia is death by 
the sword. 


Hijacker sentenced to death in Iran 


TEHRAN (AFP) — A man accused of hijacking an Iranian 
passenger plane to Egypt 1 1 years ago has been condemned 
to death, the head of Tehran’s .revolutionary court said 
Sunday. Gholamhussein Rahbarpbr. quoted by the official 
Iranian news agency IRNA, said Gholamreza Vahidju had 
been found guilty of being “the enemy of God" for 
hijacking the plane and creating panic and terror in the 
hearts of the passengers." Mr. Vahidju. who was arrested 
on Sept. 20 as he tried to cross the border into Turkey, was 
also given 10 years in prison for “forging passports and 
other official documents." he said. His trial started last 
Sunday at a revolutionary court in Tehran. Mr. Rahbarpur 
said the convict had appealed the sentence and the case 
would be sent s up • to the- supreme court,- ’which often* 


approves decisions raken by lower courts. Mr. Vahidju was 
convicted of seizing the Boeing. 727 plane while on a 
domestic flight in 1984 with the Jtosjp of a. former military 
official. Hamid Ahari, who is now living in exile abroad. 


Mr. Vahidju told the court last week that they first ordered 
the plane to Iraq which was at the time in the middle of its 
1980-1988 war against Iran. But the pilot refused to go to 
Iraq and the plane temporarily landed in Qatar after being 
driven away from Saudi Arabian and Bahraini, airspace. 


Journalists invited back to Algeria as tourists 


ALGIERS (AFP) — Foreign reporters who covered the 
recent presidential election in Algeria have been invited 
fegckby the government to tour the country’s Sahara region 
^tourists this winter. Tourism Minister Mohammad 
Bensalem sent each journalist a letter to express the 
government’s appreciation at their having covered the poll 
won by Uamine Zeroual and invited them to take part in 
an organised trip “in the Hoggar and Tassili regions, at the 
heart of one of the most beautiful deserts in the worid." 
Some 300 foreign reporters traveleld to Algeria to covct 
the elections last Thursday. They were housed in one of the 
capital's four-star hotels amid tight security. 


Kuwaiti acquitted of collaborating with Iraq 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — A court here oin Sunday 
acquitted a Kuwaiti who had been accused of supplying 
Iraqi forces with intelligence about the Kuwiati army 
during the occupation five years ago. Hussain Hassan 
Abbas Khorshid was acquitted after the criminal court said 
there was too little evidence to convict him and several 
witnesses testified he had behaved well during the Iraqi 
occupation from August 1990 to February 1991. Mr. 
Khorshid had been accused of supplying Iraqi troops with 
intelligence about the Kuwaiti army and its facilities, as 
well as acting “in a way to weaken the morale of Kuwaitis," 
court sources said. It was first time the criminal court 
delivered a verdict on a state security matter since the 
security court was abolished in August. More 
than ^.60 people were tried by the security court before it 
was abolished, most of them Iraqis, Jordanians and 
Palestinians accused of having collaborated with Baghdad. 
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HRH Princess Basina Sunday meets with Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker to 
discuss the formation of a national committee for the welfare of women (Petra photo) 

Princess Basma forms women ’s 
national welfare committee 


AMMAN (Petra) — Her 
Royal Highness Princess 
Basma Sunday secured the 
government's approval for 
the creation of a national 
committee for the welfare 
of Jordanian women. 

A statement following a 
visit by the Princess to 
Prime Minister Sharif Zeid 
Ben Shaker said that dis- 
cussions covered a number 
of topics related to 
women's affairs and acti- 
vating (he national strategy 
on women. 

Princess Basina, who is 


president of the National 
Jordanian Committee on 
Women’s Affairs, discussed 
Jordanian contribution to 
the Beijing World Confer- 
ence on Women Iasi Sep- 
tember. 

The statement said the 
prime minister approved of 
the Princess's recommen- 
dation on forming the 
national committee for the 
welfare of women which i> 
to be chaired by Princess 
Basma. 

The new committee will 
group the ministers of plan- 


ning, justice, social devel- 
opment and representatives 
of the ministries of labour 
and municipal and rural 
aflTairs and the environ- 
ment and the interior. It 
also includes the Noor AJ 
Hussein Foundation, the 
General Federation of Jor- 
danian Women, the Queen 
Alia Fund for Social Devel- 
opment as well as several 
women representing the 
private sector in the various 
govemoraies. 


Council approves trade draft law 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Council of Ministers Sun- 
day announced its approval 
of a draft law on organising 
trades and blue-collar 
labour in Jordan and said 
the draft law aims at 
achieving a balance 
between the quality of 
products and services, and 
Jordanian regulations and 
specifications. 

The announcement also 
said that the law protects 
the interests and rights of 
citizens, deals with disputes . 
arising from -failure on the 
part of manufacturers and 
workers to offer commodi- 
ties or services in accor- 
dance with the required 
specifications and helps 
curtail malpractice on the 
pan of tradesmen. 

According to the 
announcement the draft law 
has provisions that tackle 
economic and legal issues 
pertaining to hade and will 
help develop workers’ effi- 
ciency and the improve- 
ment of their skills. 

The law provides for the 
creation of a special court 


to deal with trades-related 
disputes, according to the 
announcement. 

The Ministry of Labour 
and the Vocational Training 
Corporation will be entrust- 
ed with implementing the 
law once it is published in 
the official gazette, the 
announcement said. 

The Council of Ministers 
has also decided to grant a 
lease to four investment 
companies to set up four or 
five-star hotels at four dif- 
ferent locations on the east- 
ern coast of the Dead Sea. 

. Each company will pay 
JD' 2,500 annually for 30 
years (the duration of the 
lease) for a dunum of land 
in these areas, and will have 
to make the payment in 
advance and at five year 
intervals, according to the 
announcement. 

The statement from the 
Cabinet said that pan of the 
Dead Sea coast will be 
developed to serve as a free 
tourist site to benefit limit- 
ed income groups. 

The Cabinet also formed 
a delegation led by the 


Minister of Municipal and 
Rural Affairs and the Envi- 
ronment to take pan in the 
seventh meeting of nations 
that signed the Montreal 
Protocol for the protection 
of the ozone layer. The 
meeting will be held in 
Montreal between Nov. 20 
and Dec 7. 

The Cabinet formed Jor- 
dan's delegation to a meet- 
ing on civil aviation to be 
held in Cairo on Nov. 17 
and IS. 

The delegation . will be 
beaded by the director gen- 
eral of the Civil Aviation 
Authority, Ahmad Jweiber. 

Jordan is also to take pan 
in a meeting by ministers of 
higher education and health 
to be held in Cairo on Dec. 
4. 

A delegation has been 
formed to take part in the 
Organisation of Islamic 
Conference to be held in 
Guinea on Dec.9. 

The Cabinet has formed a 
delegation to conduct air 
transport negotiations with 
Greece. 


Workshop recommends information network 
to assess status of vulnerable groups . 


By Lola Keilani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The recom- 
mendations of the two-day 
workshop entitled “Social 
Change and Vulnerable 
Groups in the Middle 
East,” stressed on the need 
to establish a regional data 
information network in 
order to analyse, assess and 
identify current status of 
vulnerable groups in the 
region. 

Experts in the field of 
human rights and human 
development from govern- 
mental and non-govern- 
mental organisations 
(NGOs) who participated in 
the workshop said as a 
result of the new economic 
environment, privatisation 
and structural adjustment 
programmes, government 
spending on health, educa- 
tion, and social services 
will be limited in the 
region. 

Therefore the experts 
said, these governments 
will be unable to cater to 
vulnerable groups, Le„ the 
poor, women and children 
whose numbers, they added 
are likely to increase. 

In order to address this 


problem the NGOs' “com- 
plementary" role in form- 
ing “safety nets" should be 
encouraged by increasing 
tire number of young volun- 
teers. reviewing old laws 
that date bock three 
decades, establishing a 
mechanism in which Unit- 
ed Nations agencies could 
be involved in NGO activi- 
ties, encouraging the pri- 
vate sector to provide funds 
so NGOs could gain further 
independence from govern- 
ments bureaucracies and 
hegemonies. 

One of the major con- 
cerns of the participants 
was the decrease in the 
number of young volun- 
teers at their agencies, who 
because of the economic 
climate may. need to work 
two jobs. 

This problem could be 
overcome by reviewing 
school curricula and 
involving children in vol- 
untary work and social 
development programmes, 
they said. 

“We need to create a 
mec hani sm in which the 
desire to do voluntary work 
could become part of a 
child character,” said In’am 
Mufti, advisor for Social 


Development to H.M. 
Queen Noor. 

She also stressed the 
important role NGOs con 
play and should play as 
pressure groups. NGOs can 
encourage governments to 
give vulnerable groups 
attention equal to their con- 
cern for economic condi- 
tions. 

“These groups will not 
benefit from the new eco- 
nomic climate of peace,” 
Ms. Mufti said. 

She added NGOs should 
enable women and children 
to become self-reliant and 
confident 

Dr. Abdullah Khatib, 
president of the Executive 
Council of the General 
Union of Voluntary Soci- 
eties(GUVS) said tire situa- 
tion of vulnerable groups in 
Jordan is frustrating, 

“This group also includes 
(he unemployed, the poor 
and the handicapped, of 

whom many fall in the cat- 
egory of the poor. 

"NGOs do not have a 
magic formula to solve all 
the problems; governments 
and the privare sector 
should work together 
because it is a joint respon- 
sibility” Dr. Khatib said. 




FILM 

* "Thdodune" at the French Cultural Centre at 
&0Opjn. 

DANCE 

*Q®nce performance of Pakistani cultural 
troupe at tire Royal Cultural Centre at 7.00 p -m. 


LECTURE 

* "Reading the Novel: A Keen Eye for the Obvi- 
ous" by Dr. Nicholas Unfield at the British 
Council at 5.00 p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Annual fall exhibition "Khawater" at the Ior- 
dan River Designs, (TeL 613081/2) until Dec. t. 


Premier: EDF loans should be evenly 
allocated to spur income generation 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker Sunday said a fair 
distribution of soft loans by 
the Employment and 
Development Fund (EDF) 
to needy groups should be 
guaranteed in order to help 
create job opportunities, 
especially in tire less fortu- 
nate areas of the country. 

Speaking at a meeting 
with the EDF board mem- 
bers, the prime minister 
said loans should go 
towards income-generating 
projects to support the 
needs of the unemployed 
and the poor. 

He said that the EDF 
should organise a campaign 
to inform the public of its 
services and its objectives 
and to encourage the public 
to initiate schemes that may 
benefit from EDF loans. 

Sharif Zeid recommended 
that the EDF step up coop- 
eration with voluntary 
groups and non-govem- 
menuti associations which 
are geared towards helping 
job seekers, as well as oth- 
ers, such-as tire Agricultural 
Credit Corporation, the 
Queen Alia Fund for Social 


Development and the Noor 
Al Hussein Foundation. 

The prime minister said 
the EDF should also adopt 
practical ways of locating 
and reaching needy groups 
in remote areas of the com- 
munity. 

The prime minister dis- 
cussed various fund pro- 
grammes with EDF board 
members. Sharif Zeid also 
beard a report from the 
EDF’s director general on 
activities in 1995. 

He reviewed programmes 
financed by the European 
Union as well as agree- 
ments between the EDF 
and national Jordanian cor- 
porations and institutions. 

EDF Director General Ali 
Quba’a outlined the fund's 
achievements and the vol- 
ume of loans offered to 
individuals and local soci- 
eties that specialise in help- 
ing tire poor. 

Mr. Quba’a said the fund 
provided JD 6 million in 
loans to beneficiaries and 
helped to create 2.500 jobs 
during 1995. 

The EDF was created in 
1991, and since that time it 
has provided a total of near- 



prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker Sunday meets with members of the Employ- 
ment and Development Fund board (Petra photo) 


ly JD 14 million that have 
helped to create 6,700 jobs, 
according to the EDF direc- 
tor. 

The EDF board, which is 


chaired by Sharif Zeid. 
groups the ministers of 
finance, planning, agricul- 
ture, labour, social develop- 
ment and municipal and 


rural affairs and the envi- 
ronment, in addition to the 
EDF general director and 
four private sector mem- 
bers. 


Court to announce decision over transfer of case 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The State 
Security Court today is 
expected to announce its 
decision whether to try six 
people accused of sabotage 
or to transfer the case to 
civil courts after a heated 
argument Sunday between 
the defendants' attorney 
and the prosecutor general 
over the court's jurisdic- 
tion. 

During a one-hour coun 
session, Prosecutor General 
Major Mahmoud Obeidat 
contested the defence's 
argument and insisted that 
the court had jurisdiction 
over the case. 

According to the prosecu- 


tor general's charge sheet, 
the group, known as the 
“Islamic Revivalists", is 
charged with illegal posses- 
sion and manufacturing of 
explosive materials, auto- 
matic weapons and guns for 
illicit use, and belonging to 
an illegal organisation. 

The defendants* attorney, 
Kamal Nasser, last month 
contested the court’s juris- 
diction claiming that the 
conditions to try the defen- 
dants at a State Court were 
not met. 

Dr. Nasser said :he iw" 
conditions include illegal 
possession of explosive 
materials and belonging to 
an illegal organisation. 

“These two conditions 
should be in parallel for the 


court to hear the case, and it 
is not proved that my 
clients belong to an illegal 
organisation so only one 
condition is available thus, 
the case should be dis- 
missed from this court,” Dr. 
Nasser told the court Sun- 
day. 

Major Obeidat, however, 
insisted that trying cases 
related to possession of ille- 
gal or illicit use of explo- 
sive materials was the state 
court's jurisdiction. 

Presiding Judge Hafez 
Amin decided to postpone 
tire case until today to 
deride on the fate of the 
case. 

According to the prosecu 
tion, the group, which ston- 
ed gathering its members in 


1990. was planning to cany 
out extremist attacks 
against foreigners in Jordan 
using explosives and auto- 
matic weapons. The six 
men were apprehended 
before executing any 
attack. 

Meanwhile, a new date, 
Nov. 29, was set for the 
case of a Muslim militant 
charged • with slander 
against His Majesty King 
Hussein, according the 
defendant’s *• attorney, 
Mohammad Sallameh. 

Ana Abu Rishteh, 53. 
spokesman for tire illegal 
Hezb Al Tahrir (Liberation 
Party), was detained on 
Ocl 15 by authorities in his 
office in Ruseifeh, nine 
days after he was inter- 


viewed by an Arabic week- 
ly, Al Hiwar, in which he 
allegedly slandered the 
King. 

According to Mr. 
Salameh, the state court is 
expected to announce with- 
in the next week a date to 
Stan hearing another case of 
a university professor in 
Jerash also charged with 
slander against King Hus- 
sein. 

• Adrian Hussein Smadi. 
53, was apprehended by the 
authorities 'oh 'Oct . 7, tine 
day following his delivery 
of a religious lecture before 
Friday prayers. 


Railway transport network is key to 
development in Arab World — minister 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan 
believes that development 
and progress in the Arab 
region can only be achieved 
through linking Arab states 
through a modem network 
of overland transport, espe- 
cially through economical- 
ly viable railways. Minister 
of Transprt Samir Kawar 
said Sunday. 

Addressing the opening 
session of a five-day semi- 
nar on railways organised 
by the Arab Railways Fed- 
eration (ARF) in coopera- 
tion with the Aqaba Rail- 
ways Corporation (ARC), 
the minister said Jordan has 
prepared a set of feasibility 
studies on railways in order 
to promote domestic trans- 
port and link Jordan with 


other countries in the 
region. 

“We have submitted the 
schemes to the Amman 
economic summit and we 
hope to receive favourable 
response from Arab and 
foreign investors interested 
in implementing them,” tire 
minister said. 

“I would like to empha- 
sise Jordan’s determination 
to carry out railway pro- 
jects once the means have 
become available and 
investors cooperation for 
the projects has been 
secured," Mr. Kawar added. 

The minister reaffirmed 
the importance of railway 
transport for tire Arab 
region, and said Arab coun- 
tries should implement rail- 
way projects jointly and 



Samir Kawar 

combine efforts to over- 
come obstacles that impede 
the development of existing 


networks. Tbe minister 
added that the council of 
Arab ministers of transport 
has already approved of a 
feasibility study for linking 
the Arab World through 
railwys. 

ARF Secretary General 
Murbaf Sabo uni told tbe 
meeting that surveys con- 
ducted worldwide showed 
that 54 per cent of the pol- 
lutants to tbe atmosphere 
originate from land trans- 
port vehicles while rail- 
ways caused minimal or no 
pollution to the environ- 
ment. 

Mr. Sabo uni said railway 
transportation is of vital 
importance for develop- 
ment and Arab states can 
benefit from advanced 


nations’ experiments in that 
area. 

The ARF is presently 
encouraging Arab countries 
to build railway networks 
which contribute to pan- 
Arab economic integration, 
Mr. Sabouni said. 

Delegates from 16 Arab 
and foreign countries are 
discussing working papers 
which deal with the con- 
struction and maintenance 
of railway networks, the 
latest in railway develop- 
ments, obstacles facing rail- 
way operations in develop- 
ing nations and railway 
links inside and outside . 
cities. 


Exhibit portrays chessboard cycle of women ’s lives 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN On exhibit at 
tire Jordan National Gallery 
of Fine Arts is a collection 
of art and photography cel- 
ebrating Pakistani women 
and produced by some of 
Pakistan’s most prominent 
contemporary women 
artists. 

7 Tie exhibit, "Pakistani 
women of substance," 
opened last week and inau- 
gurated by HRH Princess 
Sarvaih Al Hassan, displays 
nearly 100 works from 
some of Pakistan’s best- 
known women artists; Sali- 
ma Hashmi, Meher Afro, 
Mussarat Mira, Zubeda 
laved, Mansoora Hasan and 
Lala Rukh. 

Featuring most promi- 
nently among tire works are 
those of Nahid Razo, per- 
haps tbe most prominent 
female artist in Pakistan. 


Ms. Raza, who travelled 
with the exhibition to 
Amman, has been explor- 
ing the theme of “women” 
since the mid-8Ds, a turning 
point in her career and per- 
sonal life. "These paintings 
started as an expression of 
my own miseries" she 
says. Her misery stems 
from life as a divorcee, left 
with two children, in a soci- 
ety largely unaccepting of 
women of failed marriages. 

Six long years after her 
marriage ended in 1979, 
Ms. Raza travelled to the 
United States for an artists' 
workshop; an experience, 
she says, that changed her 
thinking about herself and 
her ait. 

“I came from the States 
with a new perception of 
life," she explains. “I was 
there for six months and I 
was so lonely. But 1 saw so 
many women from differ- 
ent fields of life in the same 


state (divorced, aione and 
with children), but they 
were working very hard — 
I had a feeling of being a 
woman without her chil- 
dren, so I started drawing 
my own self-expression. I 
had to paint my own mis- 
eries — how I felt about 
being a divorcee.” 

She paints women, most- 
ly nude, an art form reject- 
ed during Islamic rule in 
Pakistan, she says. At tire 
same time, she came under 
fire for being "some kind of 
feminist.” 

“So what?" she says, 
“These are feelings and 
statements I have to make." 

And eventually her work 
came to withstand tire criti- 
cism. She says now she is 
beyond her expressions of 
misery, at least ber own 
misery. Her work now- 
focuses On the importance 
of women and tire cycle of 
life. 


“Life begins with 
women," she muses. ‘The 
world literally rotates 
around women, but we treat 
them badly — I try to show 

this." 

Her paintings, acrylic on 
paper, usually in three or 
four layers, vary from 
watercolour transparency to 
the rich texture of a broad 
brush. 

Colour schemes also vary, 
apparently according to 
phases of her life. 

Earlier works are sombre 
and dark with few warm 
colours save for those dedi- 
cated to “woman", who 
generally appears in earth 
tones. 

She experimented for two 
years with black and white, 
but has returned to black 
with a greater prominence 
given to warm colours. 

One might notice that in 
several works, a recurring 
theme of the cycle of life is 


depicted in familiar sym- 
bols or in what Ms. Raza 
calls “the great chessboard 
of life.” 

“Cbess is a game you 
have to play intelligently,” 
she says, “and so is life. 
This is why 1 have chosen a 
chessboard to represent the 
game of life. If you look at 
each square, there are peo- 
ple doing things, complet- 
ing things — it’s the same 
in life. Each square you 
land on, there are certain 
things you have to do, 
responsibilities you have to 
complete” 

The ait and photo exhibit 
are on display at the 
National Gallery of Fine 
Arts in Jebal Luweibdeb 
until Nov. 25, and is spon- 
sored by the Embassy of 
Pakistan in cooperation 
with the Jordanian Royal 
Society of Fine Arts and the 
Pakistan National Council 
of Arts. 
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Zaire closes border with Rwanda 


GOMA, Zaire (R) — Zaire 
has slammed shut its border 
with Rwanda despite 
Zairean officials repeatedly 
warning troops will expel 
any Rwandan refugees who 
remain at the end of the 


year. 

“The border is closed for 
Rwandans and Zaireans, 
except for NGOs (non-gov- 
ernmental organisations) 
and other foreigners," said a 
Zairean army officer 
Saturday at a crossing in the 
town of Goma. 

Zaire closed the border 
despite officials saying the 
forced expulsion of one mil- 
lion Rwandan refugees 
from Zaire will go ahead 
unless they all return home 
voluntarily by the end of the 
year. 

The officer declined to say 
when Zaire would reopen 
the froDder but allowed for- 
eign journalists from 
Reuters to cross. 


The Rwandan government 
hit out at the sudden clo- 
sure, saying it would 
impede the voluntary return 
of refugees. Relations 
between Zaire and Rwanda 
plunged to an all-time low 
last week. 

“The Rwandan govern- 
ment deplores the Zairean 
government’s unilateral 
decision to close its border 
with Rwanda," Rwandan 
Foreign Minister Anastaza 
Gas ana said on state 
Rwanda Radio. 

“The measure serves to 
halt the voluntary repatria- 
tion of Rwandan refugees," 
added the minister, calling 
on Zaire to reverse its deci- 
sion and saying the 
Rwandan border would 


re main open. 

l_LN. officials said Zaire 
had closed and opened its 
border with Rwanda several 
times in recent weeks 
apparently to show that it 


was seriously concerned by 
the threat of infiltrators 
from Rwanda. 

Zaire said a week ago that 
Rwandan Tutsis tried to 
assassinate the Zairean 
army chief of staff by plac- 
ing bombs on his plane ar 
Goma Airport and had been 
involved in several other 
attacks. 

Rwanda rejected the 
Zairean accusations, saying 
they were aimed at covering 
up Zairean support for 
Rwandan Hutu troops and 
militiamen launching raids 
into Rwanda from bases in 
east Zaire. 

Many of the million Hutu 
refugees -in Zaire say they 
fear they will be (tilled in 
revenge for last year’s 
Rwanda genocide. 

Many are suspected of 
involvement in the genocide 
of up to one milli on Tutsis 
and Hutu moderates by 
Hutu troops, militiamen and 


mobs. Hutu former troops 
and militiamen based in 
Zaire have also stepped up 
their attacks inside Rwanda 
in recent months. 

“On the 3 1st of December 
no Rwandan refugees will 
be present in Zaire," Goma 
Urban Commissioner 
Mashako Mambasesi told 
Reuters. “Hospitality has its 
limits." 

“If the refugees are here 
on the 31st of December, 
the Zairean government will 
do what it has to do.” he 
said when asked if the army 
would forcibly expel 
remaining refugees. 

Mr. Mashako said the 
government was increasing- 
ly concerned about the men- 
ace posed by land mines he 
said had killed 1 1 Zaireans 
in the past year. Aid agen- 
cies have also been hit by 
mine blasts. 


U.N. launches attack on world hunger 


BRUSSELS (R) — Village 
women from Senegal, 
Filipino farmers, aid agen- 
cies and international devel- 
opment groups will join 
forces Monday to launch a 
fresh attack on world 
hunger and poverty afflict- 
ing over one billion people. 

The U.N.’s International 
Fund for Agricultural 
Development is bringing 
together activists of 400 
grassroots groups, many 
from poor countries, to tell 
the World Bank and 
European Commission and 
other international donors 
bow they tackle poverty. 

“We’re on one road, 
working together,” confer- 
ence organiser Bah man 
Mansuri told Reuters. 
“There's only one agenda.” 

The two-day gathering 
will hear how small farm- 
ers, women’s and other 
community groups have 
devised schemes to produce 
more food and reclaim bar- 
ren land and discuss how to 
spread such success across 
the globe. 

“Tbe projects, are sustain- 
able, affordable' and benefit 


the environment,” said one 
U.N. official. 

In drought-stricken Niger, 
small farmers revived a tra- 
ditional water conservation 
technique to cultivate thou- 
sands of hectares of deserti- 
fied land. 

In the Casamance region 
of Senegal, village women 
helped develop a method to 
get rid of land salinity and 
reclaim swamps for produc- 
ing food crops. 

Part of the problem is that 
although most of the 
world’s hungry live in rural 
areas they are too poor to 
own any land and can’t 
afford to buy food supplies. 

In the Philippines, form- 
ers’ groups pushed through 
land reforms allowing thou- 
sands of new farmers to 
start growing food, in the 
southern part of the country. 
In Brazil, an independent 
aid group created a large 
network of donors, includ- 
ing the church, to provide 
land and form equipment 
for the poor in remote areas. 

“The aim is to replicate 
such successes in partner- 
ship with grass root groups 


in schemes involving the 
poor and hungry,” Mr. 
Mansuri said. 

The conference is expect- 
ed to identify four priority 
areas for immediate action 
mobilising “people power": 

— Give poor people the 
power to choose and decide 
small-scale projects to com- 
bat hunger and poverty. 

— Ensure that agricultural 
research taps into local 
knowledge and new tech- 
nology is adapted to the 
needs of poor people. 

— Prevent food forming 
from causing soil erosion 
and desertification. 

— Reduce the impact dis- 
asters on the poor, 80 per 
cent of whom live in 
drought-prone areas or in 
mountainous regions where 
forming is difficult. 

The International Fund for 
Agricultural Development, 
created nearly 20 years ago 
to combat hunger and 
poverty in a cost effective 
way, pumps some $350 mil- 
lion a year into small pro- 
jects in more than 100 coun- 
tries. 


U.S. black activists divided over 


emphasising politics or spirituality 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Led by foe organisers of the 
million man march, hun- 
dreds of black activists 
gathered in hopes of agree- 
ing on a common agenda 
for political and social 
change. 

But at a nationally tele- 
vised town hall meeting, 
tensions surfaced between 
those who wanted to 
emphasise spiritual renewal 
and others who said the 
focus should be on working 
more through foe political 
system. 

In foe end, there was gen- 
eral agreement that both 
strategies were needed 

The Rev. Jesse Jackson 
said be was worried that in 
foe aftermath of foe 
Washington march by blade 
men last month, “our ener- 
gy is not as connected to 
public policy as it should 
be.” 

Rev. Jackson, a civil 
rights veteran and former 
presidential candidate, said 
the movement of foe 1950s 
through foe 1970s was suc- 
cessful because it sought 
specific political goals like 
voting rights and an end to 
segregation. 

“If Newt Gingrich is still 


foe speaker of the House 
next fall, we’ve failed,” he 
said, calling for a renewed 
focus on political power to 
combat conservatives in 
Congress. 

But others on foe panel 
assembled for the National 
African-American 
Leadership Summit said the 
focus must first be on spiri- 
tual and moral values. 

“After foe 1960s, after Dr. 
(Martin Luther) King’s 
death, God was put out of 
foe movement,” said 
Benjamin Chavis Jr., who 
organised last month’s 
march alongside nation of 
Islam leader Louis 
Farrakhan. 

Joseph Lowery, president 
of the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference, 
praised the focus on spiritu- 
alism and seif-help, but said 
blacks were not foe only 
ones in moral crisis. 

’The sou! of America is in 
peril,” be said, “and we are 
the source, I believe, that 
can save America.” 

The summit's goals 
include creating an eco- 
nomic development fund 
for black businesses, start- 
ing a health care plan to " 
focus on black needs, and 


possibly staging a “black 
political convention” before 
the 1996 elections. 

Hugh Price, president of 
the National Urban League, 
described foe meeting as “a 
very serious effort to figure 
out what foe areas of com- 
mon ground are among 
African American organisa- 
tions.” 

In an interview, Mr. Price 
called foe economic devel- 


opment trust “an intriguing 
idea” but said he did not 
have enough details to 
determine whether it was 
feasible. 

“We’re weighing how 
deeply to get involved,” Mr. 
Price said of his organisa- 
tion. 

Mr. Price and Mr. Lowery 
were among several black 
officials attending a meet- 
ing sponsored by the 
African-American 
Leadership Summit for the 
first time. 

Mr. Chavis, founder of foe 
summits, said more than 
500 people signed up for the 
summit, four times the 
number who attended foe 
past four conferences com- 
bined. 


Indian police hunt for Tamil rebel 
on suicide mission to kill Rao 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
Indian police were continu- 
ing a search for a woman 
suicide bomber, suspected 
to be a Sri Lankan Tamil 
rebel, who entered India on 
a mission to -assassinate 
Prime Minister P.V. Nara- 
simha Rao, newspapers said 
Sunday. 

Newspapers said police 
and federal detectives were 
continuing search opera- 
tions in the southern town 
of Puttapaithi id Andhra 
Pradesh state and neigh- 
bouring Kerala province to 
arrest the suspected Tamil 
separatist 

“Sources said the travel 
documents of over 16,000 
people, especially Sri 
Lankans, bad been veri- 


fied,” foe Asian Age daily 
said. 

Mr. Rao returned here 
from Puttaparthi late 
Saturday after a two-day 
visit to southern India. He 
spent foe last leg of his two- 
day tour in Puttaparthi, the 
headquarters of Sai Baba, a 
Hindu gum revered by mil- 
lions the world over. 

Intelligence sources in foe 
Indian capital said Mr. Rao 
had been kept under tight 
security in Puttapanhi and 
in the Kerala capital, 
Thmivanthap iiram, follow- 
ing a tip-off from Sri 
Iankan authorities about 
foe suicide bomber. 

Sri Lankan Prime Minis- 
ter Sirimavo Bandamaike is 
scheduled to visit the Kerala 


town of Kottakal, a centre 
of the indigenous Ayurveda 
system of medicine, for 
treatment Monday. 

The suspected bomber 
was identified as 
Kandhammani Paskaran, a 
member of the Liberation 
Ti gers of Tamil Eelam 
(LTTE) rebel group, they 
said, adding that she was in 
her early thirties. 

Ms. Paskaran reportedly 
entered India a month ago. 

Former Prime Minister 
Rajiv Gandhi was lolled by 
a woman suicide bomber on 
May, 21, 1991 in foe south- 
ern town of Sriperumbudur 
in Tamil Nadn province 
while cm an election rally. 
Mr. Gandhi was poised' to 
return to power: 


EU expected 
to strike 
deal on TV 


programme 


quotas 


BRUSSELS (R) — 

European Union (EU) cul- 
ture ministers are expected 
to agree Monday to keep, 
but not strengthen, contro- 
versial quotas aimed at 
combating Hollywood 
domination of Europe’s 
television screens. 

Spain, current holder of 
the rotating EU presidency, 
is confident that after 
months of stalemate it has 
found a formula that can 
end a dispute between 
countries that want stricter 
quotas and those that want 
to scrap them altogether. 

“We do think a political 
agreement will be 
reached." a Spanish diplo- 
mat told reporters. 

. An accord Monday will 
not end the debate over 
how to update the ElFs 
1989 “television without 
frontiers” directive, which 
requires broadcasters to 
devote a majority of screen 
time to European pro- 
grammes “where practica- 
ble”. 

The European Parliament 
must still give its opinion 
before foe legislation can 
be adopted And EU states 
will have to finalise techni- 
cal details after Monday’s 
meeting. 

But if a deal is struck, it 
would be a major step 
towards ending a debate 
that has preoccupied foe 
EU and its filmmakers for 
almost two years — how to 
help European movie and 
TV producers compete 
against U.S. blockbusters 
and cheap sitcoms. 

Some countries, especial- 
ly France, see quotas as a 
key weapon in that cam- 
paign and they wanted foe 
EU to toughen its rules by 
removing the two words 
“where practicable”. 

They considered that a 
major loophole that was 
being exploited by opera- 
tors such as U.S. magnate 
Ted Turner’s satellite film 
and cartoon channel, 
broadcast from Britain. 

Other countries, howev- 
er, including Britain and 
Germany, never liked the 
quotas and were anxious to 
get rid of them. 

Spain’s compromise 
would maintain the staths 
quo. It would leave foe cur- 
rent rules unchanged and 
set up a committee of 
experts to oversee them 
and conduct a review after 
five years. 

France is willing to 
accept that deal because a 
proposal to limit foe quotas 
to 10 years has been 
dropped, diplomats said. 

Germany is still fighting 
to set a time limit on foe 
quotas, but diplomats and 
officials said they expected 
foe Spanish compromise to 
be accepted as it is. 

The U.S. film industry, 
which has bitterly criti- 
cised foe EU’s import lim- 
its in the past, has kept a 
low profile. 

Jack Valenti, chairman of 
foe Motion Picture Asso- 
ciation of America, recent- 
ly offered to help Europe’s 
film industry by training 
young producers. 


MISS WORLD 1995:Outgoing Miss World 1994, Aishwarya Rai, hands over the 
crown to incoming Miss World 1995, Jacqueline Aguilera Mareano from Venezuela 
while first princess Aninca Marti no vie from Croatia applauds, in Sun City north west 
of Johannesburg (AFP photo) 


Guards regain control of Greek prison 


ATHENS, Greece (AP) — 
Guards regained control of 
foe nation’s largest prison 
Sunday after inmates 
returned to their cells, end- 
ing a five day prisoner 
revolt in which four people 
died and 50 were hospi- 
talised. 

The revolt’s end at 
Korydallos Prison in Athens 
followed intense negotia- 
tions by Justice Ministry 
officials with prisoners and 
guards in foe past few days. 

*’We insisted that the 
solution should be foe result 
of dialogue and not of force. 
Dialogue bore fruit It creat- 
ed a climate that allowed 
normality to return and the 
prison to function,” Justice 
Minister loannis Pott aids 
told reporters. 

He also said that foe gov- 
ernment would honour its 
promise to prisoners for 
improved medical treatment 
and living conditions. 

“What we promised in 
these days we will turn into 
reality,” he said. 

A delegation including 
public prosecutors, political 
party representatives and 
lawyers entered the 1, 400- 
inmate prison to witness foe 
prisoners handing over con- 
trol to the guards. 

The rebellion began 

Tuesday when prisoners, 
took eight staff members 
hostage. They released the 
hostages Thursday but 
guards refused to return to 
foe prison, saying it was 
unsafe. 

The government had 
promised throughout that it 
would not use riot police to 


restore order in foe prison, 
and appealed to the inmates 
to put an end to the rebel- 
lion themselves. 

Guards had initially listed 
their own demands for 
returning to work, including 
more pay and time off. But 
by Saturday evening all 
they wanted was for a dele- 
gation to witness the condi- 
tion of the prison when they 
took over. 

Delegation members told 
reporters after coining out 
that everything but individ- 
ual cells had been 
destroyed, including the 
pharmacy, kitchens, visiting 
rooms and clinic. 

“This is no longer a 
prison. It is a group of 
buildings without Junc- 
tion, ’’ Antonis Roupakiotis, 
a lawyer in foe group, told 
Athens SKAJ Radio 
Station. 

Mr. Pottakis said that a 
mobile clinic would be set 
up at foe prison and outside 
caterers would provide food 
for the next five days. He 
bad no immediate estimate 
of the damage, although a 
few days ago his ministry 
estimated it at about $2 mil- 
lion. 

Police Saturday identified 
a prisoner who had been 
beaten, hanged and burned 
by fellow inmates Friday as 
Dimitris Karamoutis, a 27- 
year-old who was serving 
tune for theft. It was not 
clear who had killed him 
nor what foe motive was. 
Earlier, police had said he 
was an Albanian, then that 
he was ah African. 

Another three Greek pris- 


oners died from drug over- 
doses after looting foe 
prison pharmacy. 

Ambulances left the prison 
in a steady stream through 
the rebellion with inmates 
who were hurt in fights or 
had overdosed on drugs. 

Riot police were stationed 
around foe prison in the 
working class suburb of 
Korydallos to deter escape 
attempts but. apart from 
occupying an adjacent 
administration building, 
were not used to storm the 
facility. 

Scores of juvenile prison- 
ers were removed from the 
prison for their protection 
and 100 foreign inmates 
were to.be transferred to 
ease overcrowding. 

Mr. Pottakis came under 
intense criticism from 
opposition parties and even 
members of the ruling 
Socialist Party for allegedly 
not doing enough to end foe 
rebellion. 

“The death sentence has 
been abolished. I don’t want 
to introduce it through foe 
back door.” .Mr. Pottakis 
said Saturday, commenting 
on why he did not want to 
allow riot police to end foe 
insurrection. 

The government has 
promised to remove the 
prison from Korydallos. It 
was originally built in the 
1970s as a maximum secu- 
rity facility for 500 prison- 
ers. Now inmates range 
from people awaiting trial 
for misdemeanors to con- 
victed murderers and coup 
plotters. 


Japan cult leader reportedly 


admits ordering rifle production 


TOKYO (AP) — Interro- 
gators of the Aum Shinri 
Kyo doomsday cult leader 
say he admits he ordered 
followers to manufacture 
1,000 military rifles in a 
bizarre plan to take over foe 
world, a news report said 
Saturday. 

Police said Shoko Asahara 
told them at least one rifle 
prototype bad been pro- 
duced at a cult-run factory 
late last year based on a 
Russian design, foe Kyodo 
News Service reported. 

Asahara and some of Ms 
followers are accused of 
carrying out foe March 20 
release of the nerve gas 
Sarin in Tokyo’s subways, 
and a long list of other 
crimes, including numerous 


murders. 

The March 20 attack 
killed 12 people and made 
more than 5,500 sick. 

Police searches of cult 
property have yielded 
tonnes of rifle parts, illegal 
drugs, ingredients for Sarin, 
and evidence of research 
into biological, laser and 
conventional weapons. 

Asahara frequently pre- 
dicted a world war, after 
which a shadow govern- 
ment maintained by his top 
lieutenants was to take con- 
trol of the world, through its 
own guerrilla war if neces- 
sary. 

The 40-year-old guru and 
dozens of his top followers 
have been under near con- 
stant interrogation for 


months as prosecutors build 
cases against them and pre- 
pare indictments. Asahara. 
who has been in custody 
since June, faces nearly a 
dozen serious charges 
including murder counts. 

Interrogations in Japan are 
in secret and human rights 
groups say coerced confes- 
sions help police achieve 
their 99 per cent conviction 
rate in criminal cases that 
go to court. 

Police contacted Saturday 
would neither confirm nor 
deny foe Kyodo report of 
Asahara's admissions. 

Asahara was scheduled to 
go on trial in late October, 
but his trial was postponed 
when be fired, then re-hired 
his main lawyer. 


Diana rules out divorce in interview 


LONDON (R) — Princess Diana does not 
want a divorce, is not trying to destroy foe 
monarchy and has no plans to leave Britain 
or let foe country down, according to leaked 
reports of a surprise television interview. 

Up to 200 million viewers worldwide are 
expected to see the interview with journal- 
ist Martin* Bashir on the British 
Broadcasting Corporation's (BBC) Pano- 
rama news programme when it is aired 
around foe globe Monday. 

In foe exclusive hour-long chat with foe 
little-known BBC journalist that was con- 
ducted without Queen Elizabeth’s knowl- 
edge or approval. Princess Diana admits 
that her marriage to Prince Charles, foe 
heir-to-foe-forone, is over. 

“It is sad when a marriage breaks up, but 
here it is. These things happen,” she says, 
according to aspects of the programme 
described to the Sunday Telegraph newspa- 
per. 

But when asked directly if she wants a 
divorce. Princess Diana replies: “No. There 
are two children involved.” 

Her young sons. Princes William and 
Hairy, are also cited as her reason for never 
leaving Britain and why site is not seeking 
to harm foe royal family. 

"Why should I wish to destroy my chil- 


dren’s future," she asks. 

But those expecting titillating revelations 
about her private life in what has been 
billed as “Diana's prime time revenge" 
could be disappointed. 13 

Buckingham Palace officials, who were 
infuriated that they bad not been consulted 
by the princess, have been told to expect 
something “rather bland”, the Sunday 
Telegraph said. y 

Instead of a venomous attack on Prince 
Charles for his admission in a television 
documentary 18 months ago that he had 
committed adultery after his marriage had 
broken down. Princess Diana focuses on 
her future. 

“I don’t want pity, I have more dignity 
than that. I’m strong, here to serve, and 
happy to do it," she says, adding that she 
sees her role as “supporting the country 
around the world”. J 

The secrecy surrounding the interview 
had heightened speculation that foe princess 
would reveal secrets of her royal life and 
foeacnmonious breakup of her marriage. 

The Sunday Times reported that BBC 
executive withheld news of the interview 
from BBC Chairman Mannaduke Hussey 
•* 


School-leavers 


and ‘hangers-on’ 
cause havoc 


Ef* „ -}*& 


BRISBANE (AFP) — 

Australia’s tourist capita] 
of the gold coast erupted 
this weekend, as thousands 
of druDken school-leavers 
and paitygoers rampaged 
through the area. Gold 
Coast police mdde 113 
arrests oo Friday and 
Saturday night, mostly for 
drunkenness and offensive 
behaviour, but said foe 
majority of those detained 
were not school-leavens, 
but people in their early 
20s who gatecrashed the 
celebrations. Thousands of 
school-leavers — or 
“schoolies”, as they are 
known — descend on the 
Gold Coast, in foe northern 
state of Queensland, from 
all over Australia at this 
time each year, to celebrate 
the end of their final high 
school examinations. This 
year’s celebrations drew, as 
bees to honey, some 15,000 
schoolies and older __ 

teenagers. Police said the r 

schoolies, most aged 17 or J “ 

IS years, often have far too 
much to drink but cause 
less problems than foe 
older revellers. “We want 
the kids to enjoy them- 
selves, but foe problem we 
have is with foe few 
bludgers who hang off 
them ” Queensland Deputy 
Premier Tom Bums said. 

And as glass bottles flew 
and crowd numbers 
swelled Saturday night, 
police, fearing a riot, 
closed off foe main pedes- 
trian mall in the Cold 
Coast’s tourist centre. 

Surfers Paradise. 
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Comic book 
covers take in 
•thousands at 
auction 


NEW YORK (R) — Comic 
book fans including tennis 
star John McEnroe shelled 
out more than $200,000 
Saturday for memorabilia 
of their favourite super- 
heroes, but most were 
recreations rather than foe 
real thing. The Christie's 
auction raised $205,36, 
including $8,625 for a 
cover of a Fantastic Four 
comic book, which like 
most at the sale was recre- 
ated by the original artist 
after the original was 
destroyed or went into pri- 
vate hands. Another 
unidentified buyer paid 
$5,750 for a recreation of 
foe 40th issue of the 
Amazing Spiderman, 
showing Spiderman facing 
his nemesis, foe Green 
Goblin. “We used to give 
them away ... to the guy 
who delivered lunch, to foe 
cleaning lady. We’d say, 
‘do you want some art? 
Keep it or throw it away,” 
said Stan Lee, creator of 
Spiderman, the Incredible 
Hulk, the Fantastic Four 
and foe X-men. 
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Birds, droppings 
plague Missouri 
city 
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MEXICO, Mo. (R) — 
More than 30,000 starlings 
have swooped into this 
small Missouri town, bom- 
barding the central district 
with droppings and creat- 
ing- a slimy health hazard. 
“People won’t walk oo foe 
sidewalks and the park 
benches are covered with 
poop," said city manag er 
Tom Parrott. “Some uncov- 
ered car lots have had to 
repaint cars because of (be 
droppings. It*s become 
quite a health hazard” Sue 
Caine, who beads the local 
chamber of commerce, said 
foe birds arrived in 
Mexico, a central Missouri 
town of 12,000, during foe 
summer. The problem 
became more noticeable, 
however, as the tempera- 
ture dropped and the days 
shortened The birds feed 
in nearby grain fields and 
return to town at sunset to 
roost in the dense pear trees 
that ring foe village square 
said Maury Bedford a 
wildlife biologist with the 
U.S. Department of 
Agriculture. “The trees in 
question have very dense 
limbs and leaves that pro- 
vide a lot of cover for foe 
buds during foe cold 
right,” said Mr Bedford 
who was called in to find $ 
solution. 
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Princess Alexandra and Prince Joachim or Denmark (centre) are flanked by members of their families during the 
photo call following their royal wedding at Frederikson Castle (AFP photo) 

Hong Kong economist becomes Danish princess 

COPENHAGEN- (R) — 

Hong Kong economist 
Alexandra Manley joined 
Europe’s oldest royal family 
Saturday when she married 
Denmark's Prince Joachim, 
second in line to his coun- 
try’s throne. 

Wearing a dress of white 
Italian silk with a four- 
metre-long train and a man- 
tle embroidered with S,900 
pearls, she sat and knelt 
next to Prince Joachim, who 
wore naval uniform, during 
the one-hour Lutheran ser- 
vice in the chapel of 
Fredriksborg Castle, 35 
kilometres north of the cap- 
ital 

Among 350 guests in the 
picturesque renaissance 
church were the kings and 
queens of Norway and 
Sweden, * ex-King 
Constantine of Greece and 
royally and nobles from all 
over Europe, including 
Britain’s Prince Edward, a 
distant cousin of the groom. 

The flower-decked chapel 


was ablaze with colour, the 
w omen sparkling with jew- 
els and wearing silk and 
satin gowns and many of 
the men in military dress 
uniforms. 

As the bride’s father, 
Richard, led her down the 
aisle the Copenhagen Bovs' 
Choir sang Handel’s 
anthem. The King Shall 
Rejoice. The groom’s par- 
ents, Queen Margreibe and 
Prince Henrik, entered to a 
fanfare from the Royal 
Lifeguard. 

Driving snow that marred 
the couple's ceremonial car- 
riage ride through 
Copenhagen Friday gave 
way to bright sunshine 
Saturday morning, but snow 
had begun to fall again as 
the marriage service ended, 
making it a only white wed- 
ding. 

Princess Alexandra, a 32- 
year-old British citizen 
whose father is of English 
and Chinese -descent and 
whose Austrian mother. 


Christa, has Polish roots, 
joins a long line of foreign 
consorts to Danish royalty. 

Of the 51 kings and 
queens of the dynasty, 
founded in AD 985, only 
four have married Dunes. 

Prince Joachim's French- 
bom father. Prince Henrik, 
was Count Henri Dc 
Laborde De Montpezat 
before his marriage to then- 
Princess Margreihe in 1967, 
DcnmaiVs last royal wed- 
ding. 

Queen Margrethe's father, 
King Frederik, wed 
Swedish Princess Ingrid, a 
greai-grcai-grandaughter of 
Britain’s Queen Victoria. 

After the service guests 
drove to nearby 
Fredensborg Palace for a 
gala banquet of goose liver, 
lobster, stuffed pheasant 
and a coconut and cream 
desen, to be followed by 
fireworks and dancing. 

Palace officials are keep- 
ing the newlyweds’ honey- 
moon plans a secret, refus- 


ing to divulge their 
timetable or destination in 
an effort to protect their pri- 
vacy. 

On their return they will 
set up home in 
Schackenborg Castle on the 
Jutland peninsula, near the 
frontier with Germany. 

The 26-year-old prince 
met his bride two years ago 
in Hong Kong where she 
was an investment company 
executive and he worked for 
Danish shipping firm 
Maersk. 

Baptised an Anglican, she 
was confirmed into the 
Danish Lutheran Church in 
a private ceremony 
Monday. 

The wedding has gripped 
the imagination of Danes, 
who despite their fiercely 
egalitarian society have a 
deep affection for their 
royal family and have 
adopted the princess-to-be 
with enthusiasm. 


Dudayev: Rebels won’t relent until Russians leave 


GROZNY, Russia (AP) — 
Chechen leader Dzhokhar 
Dudayev, who has been in 
hiding for months, emerged 
to tell journalists the rebels 
won’t budge from their 
demand that Russian troops 
leave unconditionally. 

Only after full withdraw- 
al, he said at a carefully 
arranged news conference 
Friday, can the Russians and 
Chechens work out differ- 
ences that have stymied 
peace efforts since last sum- 
mer. 

“All the differences with 
Moscow can be settled in 30 
minutes,” Mr Dudayev, 
wearing his military uni- 
form and hat, said in 
remarks aired Saturday on 
Russian television. 

He sat in front of a large 
green, red and black 
Chechen flag during the 
meeting with reporters. The 


Interfax News Agency said 
it occurred in a private 
bouse in the Urus-Martan 
area, 20 kilometres south of 
the Chechen capital Grozny. 

Mr. Dudayev reiterated 
his call for a United Nations 
peacekeeping force to be 
stationed in Chechenya "for 
control and interaction." 

Months after the Russians 
established control over 
much of the Caucasus 
Mountains republic, the 
separatist Chechens still 
boast a fighting force of 
about 6,000, according to 
Russian media reports. 

. 'With "pdace negotiations 
stalled, both sides have 
reported an increase in 
clashes lately. Neither has 
complied with a July agree- 
ment which calls for the 
rebels to disarm and Russia 
to pull out most of its 
troops. 


The two sides accuse each 
other of planning an offen- 
sive timed to coincide with 
the campaign for Russian 
parliamentary elections on 
Dec. 17. 

“We must continue to rely 
on force," Russian Defence 
Minister Pavel Grachev told 
the daily Nezavisimaya 
Gazeta in an interview pub- 
lished Saturday. "That does- 
n’t exclude peace talks, but 
whom we can talk with? 
Who are these negotiators? 
AH of them are accidental 
people. 

‘Two processes must go 
on there at the same time — 
talks and combat opera- 
tions,” Gen. Grachev said. 
“Combat operations should 
come as an answer to any 
rebel shelling of federal 
troops.” 

Moscow wants to hold 
elections in Chechenya on 


Dec. 17, the same day as 
nationwide Russian ballot- 
ing, to name a new Chechen 
leader and deputies to the 
Russian parliament But the 
plan has met with stiff resis- 
tance. 

Mr. Dudayev said elec- 
tions should be held only 
after Russian troops leave. 

“I am for elections, but I 
serve the people and obey 
their will,” said Mr. 
Dudayev, who was elected 
Chechenya’s president ' in 
1991 in a vote the Russians 
say was illegal. . 

The M6scow-backed Che- 
chen parliament Saturday 
formally endorsed the elec- 
tion of a Chechen leader on 
Dec. 17, the ITAR-TASS 
news agency said. But the 
parliament did not debate 
elections to Russian parlia- 
ment. 


2 men arrested at Taiwan president’s campaign rally 


TAIPEI (AFP) — Two men 
were arrested Sunday with a 
loaded pistol and ammuni- 
tion as they neared 
Taiwanese President Lee 
Teng-Hui, who was making 
a campaign appearance, 
police said. 

Police did not rule out 
assassination as a motive. 

“Tfre pistol carried by the 
suspect Huang Tzung-Hsien 
was loaded, and the other 
suspect Yang Kuan-Cben 
had two cartridges with 22 
bullets,” a police officer 


. who head 5 told AFP by telephone. 
**<*"£» 


He said the two raised 
police suspicions as they 
walked towards the presi- 
dent's motorcade after Mr. 
Lee campaigned for a ruling 
Kuomintang parliamentary 
candidate, You Huai- Yen, in 
Chang hua. central Taiwan. 

The two denied intending 
to attack the president and 
claimed they happened to 
be passing through the area, 
police said, adding they 
failed to explain why (be 
gun was loaded. 

Police later sent the pair to 
the district prosecutor's 


office on initial charges of 
illegal possession of 
firearms. They were investi- 
gating if the two had any 
alleged intention to kill the 
president, the officer said. 

Earlier Sunday, a chief 
aide of Taiwan’s left-wing 
Labour Party was arrested 
as be attempted to break 
through a security cordon 
around Premier Lien Chan 
at a parliamentary election 
rally, police said 

Security officers seized 1 
Kao Wei-Kai, 25, a deputy 
campaign manager for 


Labour Party candidate 
Wang Li-Hsia, as he tried to 
force his way past them, 
apparently reaching into his 
pocket. He was later 
released after police found 
he was not carrying a 
weapon. 

Asked by reporters later 
why he had reached into his 
pocket, Mr. Kao said: “I 
only wanted to give Lien a 
report on labor human 
rights condition in Taiwan." 

The parliamentary elec- 
tions will be held on Dec. 2. 
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Former Canadian premier to sue government 


MONTREAL (R) — For- 
tner Prime Minister Brian 
Mahoney will file a 50 mil- 
lion Canadian dollars l$37 
million) lawsuit against the 
_ Canadian government 

ssriiy because of “false and reck- 

n to w*® .peJf p less allegations” that he 

received illegal payments to 
«ng cbe influence Air Canada’s 

— p .A- decision to buy Airbus air- 

craft in 1988, his attorney 
said Saturday. 

Hie announcement of the 
huge suit, which will also 
name the Royal Canadian 
?• Mourned Police (RCMP), 

■ followed repots in Cana- 

* dum newspapers Saturday 

that the Canadian Justice 
Depar tme nt has named Mr. 
Mulrooey in a letter ask ing 
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Swiss authorities to look 
into allegations of dubious 
payments linked to the 
Airbus purchase. 

"Based on unsubstantiated 
reports in the media and an 
unidentified source, the 
RCMP and the Department 
of Justice have proceeded to 
make scurrilous suggestions 
that are unfounded and that 
have caused incalculable 
damage to Mr. Mulrooey 
and his family." Mr. 
Mulrooey’s attorney Gerald 
Tremblay said in a state- 
ment 

“The recklessness and 
wilful disregard for the 
most elementary principles 
of fairness and decency in 
this case are monumental,” 


the statement said. 

Mr. Tremblay said the 
suit, which is to be filed in 
Quebec Superior Court in 
Montreal Monday, will state 
that the allegations made by 
the Canadian Justice 
Department in a letter to the 
’Swiss authorities are false 
and generated by media 
speculation. 

The Financial Post news- 
paper reported Saturday that 
the Justice Department bad 
asked Swiss authorities on 
SepL 29 for information to 
support allegations of 
“criminal activities carried 
out by the former prime 
minister” 

The letter names Mr. 
Mulrooey in connection 


with alleged payments 
linked to a $1.8 billion Air 
Canada purchase of 34 
A320 aircraft from Airbus 
Industrie in 1988, ite news- 
paper reported. 

Mr. Mulroney, a Conser- 
vative, was prime minister 
from 1984 to 1993 and Air 
Canada was government- 
owned at the time. 

Mr. Mulroney’s lawyer 
said the Canadian request to 
the Swiss government uses 
language which leads the 
reader to believe that the 
tben-prime minister re- 
ceived illegal commissions 
through a numbered Swiss 
bank account in exchange 
for influencing Air Cana- 
da’s decision. 
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180 die in Sri Lanka fighting, 
troops at Jaffna’s gates 


COLOMBO (AFP) — At 
least ISO people including 
Tamil Tiger guerrillas and 
soldiers were killed as fight- 
ing escalated in Sri Lanka 
after the troops advanced to 
the gates of the rebel citadel 
of Jaffna, the military said. 

Nearly 80 guerrillas and 
12 soldiers were killed as 
fierce battles erupted in die 
northern Jaffna peninsula, 
where the troops remained 
poised to storm the town for 
the first time in five years, 
military officials said. 

Military >pokesman Sa- 
rath Munasinghe retracted 
earlier claims- tiiar the army 
entered Jaffna capturing the 
temple complex of Nallur, a 
stronghold of the Liberation 
Ti gers of Tamil Eelam 
(LTTE) within rhe town 
limits. 

“The wrong report origi- 
nated” from the main mili- 
tary base in Jaffna and was 
mistakenly picked-up in 
Colombo by authorities, he 
added. “The troops are still 
outside the (Jaffna) City 
limits.” 


The earlier claim was 
broadcast by the state-run 
radio. 

The LITE, determined to 
ease mounting army pres- 
sure on its bastion of Jaffna, 
struck in the island’s east 
Sunday, killing at least 3S 
soldiers and wounding 24 in 
an ambush near a railway 
track, the military' said. 

The -ambush sparked a 
fierce two- hour gunbanJe 
which also killed 50 LTTE 
fighters, the military added. 

The day saw? the heaviest 
fighting since Sri Lanka 
ordered its major military 
offensive on Oct. 17 to 
wrest the Jaffna peninsula 
from the Tigers, who have 
controlled it since 1 990. 

The Sri Lankan army has 
not set foot in Jaffna ’since 
hundreds of soldiers were 
evacuated from the Duieh- 
built Jaffna Fort by heli- 
copters en masse in 1990 
f ollow ing a prolonged 
LTTE siege. 

The military’ earlier said 
thousands of soldiers 
backed by tanks and artil- 


lery entered Jaffna seizing 
Nallur, seven hours after re- 
suming their drive at dawn. 

A column of several thou- 
sand soldiers advancing 
towards Jaffna on another 
axis captured Thirunelveii 
town on the outskirts, 
preparing for a final assault 
which the military has 
w arned would be bloody. 

"The advance is progress- 
ing well," a military 
spokesman saidTamil sour- 
ces described the imminent 
f all of Jaffna, capital of the 
LTTE's de facto state, as a 
severe blow to the Tamil 
Tigers, who have vowed to 
defend ii to rhe last man. 

At least 2 SO soldiers and 
l,50u guerrillas have died 
since the military offensive 
began. Thousands have 
been wounded on both 
sides. 

Sunday's bloody battles 
came a day after top army 
field commander Major 
General Rohan Daluwatte 
vowed to take Jaffna. 

“We will be in Jaffna in a 
few days.” the state-run 


television quoted him as 
saying. “It will bring a ray 
of hope for the Tamil peo- 
ple” 

A total of 15,000 soldiers 
are taking pan in the offen- 
sive code-named Rivirasa 
(Sunshine). The military 
said it expected further bat- 
tles to be bloody as the 
army would have to fight 
street-by-street to take 
Jaffna. 

Also Suaday, the LTTE 
claimed responsibility for 
Saturday's downing of a 
Chinese-built Y-8 aircraft as 
it prepared to land at tbe 
Palaiy base in Jaffna. It was 
the fourth air f orce plane 
downed by the LTTE since 
April. 

Deputy Defence Minister 
Anuruddha Ratwane said 
Sunday the fall of Jaffna 
would not end the separatist 
campaign which has 
claimed more than 50,000 
lives in two decades. 

"The taking of Jaffna will 
not mark the end of the 
ongoing mil itary onslaught 
against the LTTE,” he said. 


Republican poll tips Dole as presidential candidate 


ORLANDO, Florida (R) — 
Senate majority leader Bob 
Dole Saturday won a hard- 
fought Republican presi- 
dential preference vote seen 
as a major test of support 
and organisation. 

Texas Senator Phil 
Gramm scored a strong sec- 
ond place. 

Sen. Dole won with just 
over a third of the 3,325 
votes cast by Republican 
activists in Florida. Sen. 
Gramm was just seven per- 
centage points behind and 
former Tennessee Governor 
Lamar Alexander was third 
with 2Z5 per cent. 

The three spent millions 
of dollars on the non-bind- 
ing poll which took on 
strong symbolic signifi- 
cance as the last big event 
of the 1995 political year. 


Republicans will begin 
choosing their nominee to 
face President Bill Clinton 
in the November 1996 elec- 
tion in a series of state pri- 
maries and caucuses begin- 
ning in February. 

Only two other men in the 
eight-mao field made an 
impact, although both were 
vastly outspent by the top 
three’ Political commenta- 
tor Pat Buchanan got nine 
per cent and radio talk show 
host Alan Keyes won eight 
per cent, both after deliver- 
ing passionate appeals to 
anti-abortion activists. 

Speaking for Sen. Dole, 
deputy campaign manager 
Bill Lacy said: “We’re 
ecstatic. It confirms that 
Bob Dole is the overwhelm- 
ing frontrunner, that we’re 
in control of this campaign 


and that Bob Dole will be 
the nominee.” 

Sen. Gramm said (he race 
for the Republican presi- 
dential nomination was now 
between him and Sen. Dole 
and it was clear that many 
Republicans did not believe 
that Sen. Dole could beat 
Mr. Clinton. 

“It’s not good for Senator 
Dole that 67 per cent of the 
voters here voted against 
him. It’s very good for me 
that I ran a strong second,” 
be said. 

Sen. Dole took no chances 
after being embarrassed last 
August when he tied a simi- 
lar non-binding poll in 
Iowa. This time* the Kansas 
senator spent over $2 mil- 
lion, wooing delegates with 
chocolates, toiletries and 
other gifts. He laid on free 


food, music and entertain- 
ment and bought exclusive 
rights to use a hotel TV 
channel to play his cam- 
paign video nonstop. 

Reading from cue cards. 
Sen. Dole told delegates 
before the vote: “Why do I 
want to be president? 
Because 1 will not permit 
the slow decline of the 
country I love so much. 
Because I am convinced 
that America’s finest hour is 
not a memory but a goal.” 

Sen. Dole said be would 
reign in a runaway federal 
government because it had 
become hostile to the inter- 
ests of citizens. “We will 
not rest until ' we’ return san- 
ity and morality to tbe poli- 
cies and programmes of our 
government,” he said. 


Bangladesh may call in army to supervise elections 


DHAKA (R) — Bangla- 
desh’s Election Commis- 
sion said it might call in tbe 
army to help conduct voting 
in parliamentary polls 
peacefully as the feuding 
opposition and government 
prepared for a showdown. 

“The next parliamentary 
elections are likely to be 
held in phases and the 
armed forces will be invited 
to keep peace during the 
voting,” one commission 
official said Sunday. 

The move reaffirms the 
commission's fears that the 
elections could be marred 
by violence as opposition 
parties have threatened to 
boycott and resist elections 
under Prime Minister 
Begum Khaleda Zia. 

They want Mrs. Khaleda 
to step down and allow tbe 
polls to be supervised by a 
neutral caretaker authority, 
preferably one headed by 


the chief justice, Abu Taher 
Mohammad Afzal . 

Mrs. Khaleda, elected in 
1991 in what were billed as 
Bangladesh’s first free 
polls, has rejected the 
demands as unconstituional. 

In what government 
sources described as her last 
appeal, Mrs. Khaleda 

Saturday night invited 
opposition parties again to 
talks to discuss all matters 
under an open agenda. 

Opposition parties 

spurned the offer, saying 
there could be do talks 
unless Mrs. Khaleda accept- 
ed in principle their demand 
for a caretaker administra- 
tion. 

“Opposition will never sit 
for a free -style discussion,” 
said Mohammad Nasim, a 
senior leader of the main 
opposition group Awami 
League, “nor will (it) allow 
polls bypassing the opposi- 


tion,” he said. 

Major opposition parties 
Saturday boycotted a meet- 
ing with chief election com- 
missioner Justice A.K.M. 
Sadeque, which political 
analysts said reaffirmed the 
opposition’s resolve to boy- 
con the elections. 

Tbe elections are due in 
March 1996 but leaders of 
the ruling Bangladesh 
Nationalist Party (BNP) 
said it could be held in 
January as Mrs. Khaleda 
was expected ro dissolve the 
parliament in a few days. 

Analysis said parliament 
bad virtually became a 
“one-party show” after 
opposition legislators 
resigned in December 
accusing the government of 
rigging a parliamentary by- 
election and of sweeping 
corruption. The BNP has 
rejected the charges. 

“With the passage of time 


people have started believ- 
ing that elections under the 
BNP will not be. fair. Such 
fears intensified as the BNP 
firmly refused to have an 
election under a non-parti- 
san authority,” one Asian 
diplomat said Sunday. 

He said the opposition 
was in a dilemma over their 
next move after a recent six- 
day national strike. “People 
are getting bored, frustrated 
and even annoyed over such 
programmes,” he said. 

Bangladesh’s business 
community, especially the 
small traders and menial 
workers, have openly 
protested against stoppages 
and asked the opposition to 
find any alternative. 

Government officials said 
a day of stoppage cost the 
country about $15 million 
in economic losses. 


Walesa’s presidency is in the balance 


GDANSK, Poland (R) — 
Poles voted Sunday on 
whether to retain fiery for- 
mer shipyard worker Lech 
Walesa, who defied and 
defeated Communist rule in 
the 1980s, or dismiss him as 
president in favour of a 
reformed former Commu- 
nist. 

Defeat at the hands of 41- 
year-old Aleksander 

Kwasniewski would be a 
bitter blow for the man 
whose anti -Communist 
strike crusade sent shivers 
across the Soviet Bloc in the 
1980s. 

in Gdansk, home of the 
Lenin Shipyard where he 
founded his Solidarity trade 
union 15 years ago, sup- 
porters circled town in cars 
trailing pro-Walesa banners. 
Others, defying a cam- 
paigning ban. pasted thou- 
sands of posters in a light- 
ning action. 

Catholic Cardinal Jozef 
Giemp showed as little 
restraint 

"This is a choice between 
two people and two value 
systems ..A set of Christian 
values and a system that I 
would call neo-pagan,” be 
told reporters after voting in 
Warsaw. 


But support of clergy 
could be a mixed blessing 
when many are disillu- 
sioned over tbe church’s 
political conservatism. 

In the capital, voters 
braved icy temperatures. 

“I voted for Kwasniew- 
ski," said 48-year-old And- 
rzej Kosinski, after voting. 
“I have always supported 
the left. I am a worker and I 
haven't changed my beliefs 
as some others have.” 
Surveys suggest that, five 
years after communism col- 
lapsed, the population may- 
be contemplating some- 
thing once unthinkable — 
replacing Walesa by a for- 
mer Communist minister, 
tbe race has been 
since the ex- 
communist edged ahead of 
Mr. Walesa in a preliminary 
election two weeks ago. 
Late embarrassments in Mr. 
Kwasniewski's campaign 
could weigh heavily. 

More than once in an 
emotional campaign Mr. 
Walesa, now 52 and his 
trademark moustache grey, 
has needled his rival with 
the .sneering term 
“Bolshevik". Mr. 

Kwasniewski says he stayed 
in the party after Solidarity 


But 

close 


was crushed and Mr. Walesa 
interned under martial law 
in 1981 only to push f or 
reform from within. 

Mr. Kwasniewski, well- 
groomed, articulate repre- 
sentative of a new genera- 
tion of East European 
reformed communists, says 
there is no return to tbe old 
“people’s Poland.” Far from 
being the man to restore 
communism, he says, be is 
the most capable of leading 
his country into NATO and 
the European Union. 

“Many hazards and dan- 
gers lie ahead of Poland,” 
Mr. Walesa said in a final 
televised broadcast. “1 
know how to guide Poland 
safely to the far side — 
from independence to sta- 
bility.” 

But even many of those 
who back Mr. Walesa do so 
with a heavy heart, wary of 
a pugnacious style often 
more suited to the popular 
rally than the humdrum of 
everyday politics. 

Mr. Kwasniewski says he 
would end clashes between 
presidency and a govern- 
ment led by his own 
Democratic Left Alliance 
(SLD). 

But Mr. Walesa supporters 


argue that if the SLD cap- 
tures the presidency it will 
be- free of all restraint and 
will pack its supporters into 
posts throughout govern- 
ment and business. One 
party in control of govern- 
ment, parliament and presi- 
dency could, they say, be 
more that Poles could risk 
again. 

Though conducted with 
great panache, Mr. 
Kwasniewski’s camnaign 
encountered set-backs in the 
final days. 

Mr. Kwasniewski ack- 
nowledged a mistake in fail- 
ing to declare his wife’s 
holdings in a firm. It also 
emerged be had made an 
error in claiming to have a 
degree from Gdansk 
University. 

Despite dire predictions 
flung around in the cam- 
paign, no fundamental 
issues of economic or for- 
eign policy are at stake. 

Both candidates agree on 
tbe need for market reforms 
but differ on priorities. Mr, 
Kwasniewski stresses a 
need to ease social hard- 
ships that have marked .the 
economic transition while 
Mr. Walesa calls for broad- 
er, faster privatisation. 
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Fresh hope for Algeria 

THE ELECTION of Liamine Zeroual as the 
new president of Algeria by a margin of 61 
per cent of voters has been rightly hailed as 
the foundation on which full democracy, 
peace and stability can be restored in the 
war-torn country. On the positive side, the 
big voter turnout, estimated by the govern- 
ment to have exceeded 75 per cent of all 
eligible voters but disputed by the main 
opposition parties and some foreign obser- 
vers, indicates the Algerians still have faith 
in democracy. 

Of equal importance was the relative 
tranquillity that marked the election day on 
Friday. In spite of the threats of violence by 
Islamists against voters, an overwhelming 
majority of Algerians turned out to cast their 
ballot. The government was so confident of 
that it had invited observers from the Orga- 
nisation of African Unity (OAU) and the 
Arab League to act as watch-dogs over the 
elections. 

What is more significant than these en- 
couraging signs, though, is the promise made 
by President Zeroual on the eve of his 
election to engage the major opposition 
party, the Islamic Salvation Front (FIS), in a 
dialogue to end division and bloodshed. The 
FIS is' still a formidable force in Algeria 
which in 1991 was projected to win national 
elections. Equally promising is the readiness 
of the FK to enter into a constructive 
dialogue with the elected president. Rabah 
Kebir, one of the FIS leaders, was reported 
to have told France’s TF1 television Satur- 
day that his group was “ready for dialogue 
with the ruling power so that we can contri- 
bute to a return to peace in Algeria.” 

The bright future ushered in by the 
election of President Zeroual in seemingly 
free and peaceful elections would be short- 
lived If there is no follow-up on the reciprocal 
offers of negotiations in the shortest possible 
time. President Zeroual is now so firmly 
entrenched in legitimate power that he can 
take measured and calculated risks to adv- 
ance the cause of ultimate peace and national 
reconciliation in his country. The three-year 
old civil strife that took a heavy toll on the 
lives and properties of Algerians cannot be 
expected to end effectively ..without a true 
national reconciliation/ More than 40,000 
Algerians have lost their lives already and 
this bloodshed must cease forthwith. Presi- 
dent Zeroual and the leadership of the FIS 
hold the key to the end of the blood hath and 
hopefully they will use it wisely and prudent- 
ly. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


THE FACT that the Algerian people turned out in great 
numbers to vote in the presidential elections and have 
elected Liamine Zeroual, a moderate, as president reflects 
the desire to see an end to bloodshed and the start of 
democratic rule, said Tareq Masarweh in AI Ra’i daily. Hie 
writer said that Mr. Zeroual was elected because he is 
strongly supported by the military and because he is willing 
to open a dialogue with the opposition group’s, including 
the Islamists. What he is doing now and the steps he has 
taken to pave the ground for parliamentary elections next 
year indicate that he is determined to go along the 
democratic path to the end, said the writer. Also the fact 
that a moderate Islamist had run for the elections and won 
one million votes indicates that the Islamic movement is 
willing to accept the democratic process and that the 
majority of the Islamists do not support the extremist 
groups who have been burning schools, blowing up oil 
1 installations and killing innocent civilians, added the 
! writer. On the whole, the results of the elections showed 
1 . it the Algerian people abhor violence and armed conflict 
d have opted for giving the president an opportunity to 
. .My and unite the Algerians behind him and save the 
country from divisions and bloodshed. 

A WRITER in AI Dnstonr discussed the redeployment of 
Israeli troops in the West Bank, saying that the hoisting of 
the Palestinian flag on Jenin invoked deep national 
sentiments and rekindled hopes for a liberated and an 
independent Palestine. Taher Adwan said that supporters 
and opponents of the peace process could differ in views 
over the whole issue but the facts on the ground speak 
clearly and point to the fact that the Palestinian towns are 
liberated gradually to the great joy of Palestinian citizens. 

Arabs had betted on the failure of the intifada and 
_ a uoubts about and Israeli withdrawal, and yet, the 
pullout of forces is continuing and the intifada proved 
successful after all, following years of struggle and blood- 
ied. While admitting that 'the peace process on the 
Palestinian track is complicated and slow, one has also to 
confess that the withdrawals have created a new atmos- 
phere that fc conductive to enhancing the peace process and 
. .hi. -.uiiiM.i-iii of a comprehensive settlement on all tracks. 
3dded the writer. 


A life-long concern for human rights 


I THINK we can all agree that His Majesty King Hussein's 
60th birthday was no ordinary milestone in his reign. Many 
of us viewed the King's birthday last week in different 
lights, depending on our own personal associations or 
experiences with him. No wonder many citizens and 
commentators showered the occasion with many personal 
anecdotes that they regarded as symbolic of the Monarch's 
unique personal and official attributes. From a human 
rights vantage point, I have no difficulty in remembering 
my own personal contacts with the King that may shed 
some light on his personal role in advancing the cause of 
human rights in the country. 

There is no better way to start this chapter than to recall 
a personal anecdote with His Majesty in the mid-sixties 
when f was the assistant chief of royal protocol. As a young 
and naive man just out of university life in the U.S.. I 
started my career at the Royal Court with the conviction 
that honesty and candour are the pillars of success! I .took 
this premise to task and extreme risk when one day 1 
walked into the King's office at the conclusion of the daily 
audiences with him and told him point-blank that his policy 
on a certain foreign policy issue was “totally wrong!" 

Now tell me where in the whole wide world can a junior 
official walk into the office of the head of state and tell him 
that he was completely wrong on a matter and get away 
with it unscathed. I not only survived my extreme sense of 
naivete, but was actually encouraged by King Hussein to 
persevere in my candid approach to matters of public 
interest. I still recollect that instead of getting upset with 
my intervention. His Majesty asked me with maximum 
politeness to sit down and explain to him why 1 thought he 
was all wrong. Of course. I failed in that test but the point 
for me was well made. King Hussein, even in his early ' 
twenties, demonstrated such a high threshold for tolerance 
and open-mindedness that could not be matched anywhere 
in the world. To make a lone story short. King Hussein 
demanded of me to keep talking to him straight and to 
bring to his attention matters of even personal concerns 
with utmost directness and frankness. 

This introduction brings me closer to the heart of the 
matter of human rights and King Hussein. Through the 
phenomenon of audiences with the King, which was 
available literally to all people who would ask for it. the 
King was performing the function of a human rights 
ombudsman in every sense of the word. In the turbulent 


1960s life was not easy. Human rights was hardly a subject 
that enjoyed high priority consideration even in the most 
advanced countries of the world. At the local scene, human 
rights violations were seldom highlighted or redressed. 
Those were the days when the country was threatened from 
without and from within. The Kingdom was hardly 
standing on its own feet amidst external and internal 
designs and challenges thaj made the overall climate 
inopportune to promote human rights. 

And this is where King Hussein's personal intervention 
■used to function as the cushion that the public would rely 
on whenever they had to air grievances against the 
government or each other. I would venture to say that 99 
per cent of the time. King Hussein responded favourably to 
any complaint that was brought to his attention and had it 
remedied in the swiftest possible time. In a sense the 
authorities were not always in complete tune with the King 
when it comes to human rights. As the old adage says: King 
Hussein was in a valley and the government was in a 
different one when it comes to humanism and human 
rights. It soon dawned on me and many others who were 
fortunate enough to have his ears during an audience that 
the King's natural humanistic temperament made his 
. interventions on the side of human rights natural, spon- 
taneous and automatic as if they were inborn reflexes. 

However, wirh complexity of the modern state and the 
rapid increase in population. King Hussein does not see 
people as often as he used to do in the past. Nevertheless, 
Che country’s record of human rights has progressively 
improved. Government. Parliament and the iudiciary — all 
institutions that were built and strengthened by the King 
himself — have each assumed its responsibilify in this 
regard. 

Many countries, especially the most advanced ones, 
pride themselves on being nations of laws. As a jurist 1 can 
appreciate the worthiness and validity of the rule of law. 
But I also know that the strict application of the’ law can be 
cold blooded and counter effective. Without humanising 
the application of laws, equity and justice can be frustrated. 
We have seen how the crude enforcement of laws without 
compassion in many developed countries can fail the cause 
of justice. King Hussein with his repeated interventions on 
behalf of aggrieved people has had rhe combined effect of 
acting as ombudsman of the country as well as humaniser of 
the implementation process of national legislations. 



The evil at the heart of Nigeria 


NIGERIA CONSISTS of 
300 different peoples who 
were put together by die 
British. Although the coun- 
try is a federation, ever 
since the military came into 
power its people have tried 
to turn this federation into a 
unitary system. Under this 
system, rhe major ethnic 
groups have cheated the 
smaller groups because 94 
per cent of the GNP of 
Nigeria is oil. and the oil 
lies pre-eminently in the Ni- 
ger delta which is inhabited 
by the small groups. Ogoni 
country produces oil and 
has produced oil since 1958, 
but the Ogoni people have 
nothing to show for it. 

I want justice for the 
Ogoni people. I want self- 
determination for the Ogo- 
ni people. I want autonomy 
for the Ogoni people. This 
means that Ogoni political 
affairs will be run by Ogoni 
people. O-oni economic re- 
sources will be used for the 
development of the Ogoni 
people. The Ogoni people 
will pay whatever they have 
to the federal government, 
they have responsibilities to 
keep the federation going. 

Over the past 33 years, 
the Ogoni country has been 
completely destroyed the 
search for oil. If they have 
their own government, 
their own administration, 
they will be able to settle 
those laws and regulations 
that will control the ram- 
Dodng oil companies. Oil 
blow-outs, spillages, oil 
slick and general pollution 
accompany the search for 
oil. 

In most cases the oil com- 
panies have an obligation to 
ensure that these things do 
not happen. Unfortunately, 
they have not done these 
things in Nigeria. Oil com- 
panies have flared gas in 
Nigeria for the past 33 years 
causing acid ram. This is an 
area of very heavy rainfall. 
Arid rain then ‘gets back 
into the soil, and what used 
to be the bread basket of 
the delta has now become 
totally infertile. This is the 
worst case of pollution I 
have seen in any part of the 
world where people have 


Executed Nigerian writer 
Ken Saro-Wiwa’s final inter- 
view epitomised his 20-year 
campaign 


prospected for oil. 

In Britain, Shell produces 
oil, but you look at the 
adverts — they are talking 
of keeping the valleys neat 
and clean so that human 
beings will not know that 
anything is going on there. 

In Ogoni. Shell pipelines 
are there fore everyone to 
see. Because the govern- 
ment in Nigeria is colonial, 
as far as the ethnic minor- 
ities such as the Ogoni are 
concerned, the interests of 
Shell and of those who are 
running Nigeria at this 
time, mix. I accuse Shell of 
racism because they are 
doing in Ogoni what they 
dare not do in Europe or 
America, where they also 
prospect for oil. 

I am trying to mobilise 
opinion, particularly in the 
West, among shareholders 
of Shell, among the govem- 
ments, the people, of 
Europe, of Britain, of Ger- 
many of France, of Italy — 
all those who prospect for 
oil. whose companies pros- 
pect for oil in Nigeria, to 
realise that they are ruining 
the environment . , and de- 
humanising the people. I 
believe that if the people 
knew what has been hap- 
pening. they would do 
something about it and stop 
this robbery and mnrder 
that is going on in broad 
daylight at the end of the 
20th century, 

All. the oil that is pro- 
duced in Nigeria is bought 
by America and the West 
and Japan. If they insisted, 
“Look, we are not going to 
buy this oil unless you en- 
sure that the environment is 
protected, unless you en- 
sure that rents and royalties 
are paid to the landlords — 
to the owners of the oil,” it 
would be a different story 
altogether. 


The profits from oil come 
to Britain because they sell 
the equipment. It is their 
technology that is keeping 
Nigerian oil going. It is, in 
fact. Western credit that is 
keeping Nigeria alive, so 
they have a moral responsi- 
bility to intervene in this 
situation. I have asked pub- 
licly that Nigeria be expel- 
led from the United Na- 
tions because of its oppres- 
sive ways, because it has 
oppressed just too many 
Nigerians. The military 
governments of Nigeria 
have sat on other Nigerians 
in a way that is just as evil 
and as bad as what was 
done in South Africa. 

In this country writers 
write to entertain, they 
raise questions of individual 
existence — ■ you know the 
angst of the individual — 
but for a Nigerian writer in 
my position you can’t go 
into that. Literature has to 
be combative. You cannot 
have art for art’s sake. Hits 
art must do something to 
transform the lives of a 
community, of a nation. 
And for that reason, litera- 
ture has a different purpose 
altogether in that sort of 
society, completely diffe- 
rent from here. And, you 
know, a writer doesn’t earn 
money in Nigeria because 
although you have 100 mil- 
lion people, most of them 
cannot read and write here, 
so literature has a different 
purpose. So here lam — I 
have written 22 books, I 
have produced 150 episodes 
of one television program- 
me. which everyone enjoys, 
but I am poor. It is of no 
interest to me. What is of 
interest to me is that my art 
should be able to alter the 
lives of a large number of 
people, of a whole com- 
munity. of the entire coun- 


try. so ihat my literature 
has to be entirely different. 
The stories that I tell must 
have a different sort of pur- 
pose from the artist in the 
Western world and it is not 
now an ego trip, you know, 
it is politics, it is economics, 
it's everything, you know, 
and art. in that instance 
becomes so meaningful 
both to the artist and to the 
consumers of that art. be- 
cause you do not just de- 
pend on them to read your 
books, you even have to 
live their life that they can 
emulate. Hie artist in that 
society has a different role 
and, to my mind, a much 
more worthy role than the 
artist in the West. 

When you are asking for 
the rights of the people, you 
cannot begin to wonder 
whether you are going to be 
killed or sent to jail or 
whatever. Right is right and 
it must be fought for. I have 
been at it for 20 years, and 
at this age, at this point in 
my life there’s really no- 
thing to fear. I think we 
have seen a lot of dictators 
collapse in the past and 
these ones are going to col- 
lapse as well. 

I believe that the British 
government, that the 
American government, the 
governments of the EC — 
all those who buy Nigerian 
oil — including the 
Japanese, and others, are 
encouraging genocide in 
Ogoni. I think that the en- 
tire international commun- 
ity should come forward to 
disavow this process of 
genocide. The U.N. views 
genocide as very serious 
crime. The fact that the 
ethnic majority in Nigeria 
colludes in genocide does 
not excuse it. I appeal to 
the entire international 
community to come to the 
help of Ogoni now, because 
if nothing is done, the Ogo- 
ni people are going to be 
extinct in no more than 10 
years. 

These are extracts from an 
interview with Ken Saro- 
Wiwa, rhe last conduct be- 
fore he was executed. They 
are reprinted from the In- 
dependent. 


Spanish democracy 
strong despite 
scandals 


By Julia Hayley 
Renter 

MADRID — Only 20 years 
ago Spain’s opposition 
members were routinely 
arrested and jailed, com- 
munists were bounded into 
exile and the press and tele- 
vision were carefully watch- 
ed and controlled. 

When dictator general 
Francisco Franco died on 
Nov. 20, 1975 there was a 
tense silence followed by a 
period of confusion and 
finally a full-scale general 
election — the first since 
the 3936-39 civil war. 

Now multi-party demo- 
cracy looks as firmly instal- 
led as in any other Western 
European country, but poli- 
tical commentators still 
worry about its solidity. 

A relentless series of 
scandals has beset the 
socialist government and 
prompted even Prime 
Minister Felipe Gonzalez to 

a uestion aloud the safety of 
le country's democratic in- 
stitutions. 

This reminded people of 
the failed coup attempt in 
1981 which shook tbe still 
young democracy to its 
roots. 

Diplomatic sources say 
Mr. Gonzalez’s concern is 
not democracy itself but the 
reputation and credibility of 
King Juan Carlos on one 
hand and the civil guard on 
foe other. 

He is worried that the 
spiral of corruption and 
blackmail could smear the 
king and undermine the 
credibility of the man who 
filled the power vacuum left 
by Franco and ushered in 
democracy. 

Politicians worry that 
allegations that the civil 
guard in the Basque coun- 
try -was involved in killing 
and torturing ETA guerrilla 
suspects in die 1980s could 
make the security force's 
presence there untenable. 

Commentators have 
seized on all this to question 
Spain’s political maturity 
and recall that dictatorship 
and isolation ended only 20 
years ago and Spain lades a 
long, stable history of 
democracy. 

Since 1975 Spain has con- 
solidated democracy, in- 
corporated itself into 
Europe and ended its isola- 
tion, says Enrique Mujica, 
former socialist justice 
minister and lecturer in 
politics. 

“The fear of authorita- 
rian systems has dis- 
appeared, reactionary 
thought is minimal and the 
extreme right has practical- 
ly vanished,” he says as 
proof that democracy is 
solid. 


• Saying that democracy is 
at threat is * pure Socialist 
Party scaremongering.^says 
Gabriel Cisneros, member 
of parliament for the 
opposition conservative 
Popular Party and former 
member of the transition 
centre-democratic govern- 
ment UCD. 

“But the series of scan- 
dals has caused widespread 
disaffection towards politi- 
cians as a whole,” be told 
Reuters. “It could under- 
mine democracy or dimin- 
ish people's desire to par- 
ticipate.” 

“I'm convinced democra- 
cy is firmly rooted... but it 
alr eady was (with the first 
elections) in 1977,“ he 
added. 

Major social and econo- 
mic changes had taken 
place in the 1960s with 
rapid industrialisation and 
growing civil liberties. 

“In 1975 the only archaic 
element was the political 
system,” said Cisneros, one 
of seven people involved in 
drafting the new democratic 
constitution after Franco’s ; 
death. 

Veteran journalists recall 
the last years of the dicta- 
torship when Franco had 
relaxed his grip to some 
extent but when distribut- 
ing anti-government prop- 
aganda was still punishable 
with 50 years in jail. 

“The press had a careful- 
ly controlled freedom in the 
final years of Franco... Now 
it has practically absolute 
freedom.” said Joaquin 
Prieto of the daily HI Pais. 

The press now appears 
largely to disregard Spam’s 
. libel laws and politicians 
‘ feel free to insult each other 
publicly in terms which in 
other countries would bring 
instant lawsuits. 

Even in the first months 
of .democracy the editor of 
El Pais, which started life in 
1976. was tried tor pub- 
lishing an article on con- i 
trace ptives. 

Now condoms are adver- 
tised on bus stops and por- I 
nography spills from news- 
paper kiosks. 

Individual freedom, as ! 
evidenced by Spaniards’ 
cheerful disrespect for traf- i 
fie rules or noise limits and 
the authorities in general 
looks here tp stay. 

What the authorities still 
have to curb is corruption 
and particularly corruption 
in high places. 

“Corruption is a danger 
to the prestige of the poli- 
tical class... but democracy 
is safely entrenched,” Mr. 
Prieto said. “People partici- 
pate, voter turnout is high 
and very few people dunk 
there's any alternative to 
democracy.” 


LETTERS 


Subscribers need access 
to moder TCC services 

To the Editor: 

I RECENTLY read in the Jordan Times about the 
by the Telecommunication Corporation 
°f a contract which will bring state of the art 
aigital switching telephone exchanges to Jordan. I 

tl»nc^, SO read ' that t ? ere wiU be a modern all digital 
transmission system linking these switches together. 

of inte grated digital telephone 
network in Jordan will bring the TCC system ud to 
world class standards capable of offering to TCC 

th r e[y ‘*“Ph°ne *™cts!su<*£ 

“T"? the Speedy tIBnsfer of 

* or mode ™ business) as well as crystal 
clear speech connections. * 

to conversations around Amman these days manv 
^ concerned that^toU 

^ ™ net r digital telephone system will not 

£ subscribers! 655 "* TCC ° ffere connexions 
investment! to^e^ 

Old TeleXnfs1^S)M d 

“CCis » s hort sighted °hat i^i^deny to 
subscribers, the local business community and the 

Dennis E. Wright, 
Amman. 
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Jordan committed to democracy’ 
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^Continued from page 1> 

(vher£ an equilibrium is 
maintained between the 
Jordanian's right as an indi- 
vidual and his/her duty as a 
citizen." 

The basic principles of 
administrative reform, the 
resumption of parliamen- 
tary life, the enhancement 
of 'dialogue between offi- 
cials and citizens through 
responsible journalism, the 
rectification of the status of 
professional, associations 
and an end to attempts 
aimed at politicising reli- 
gion were the priorities on 
ihc prime minister's agenda 
and are still the corner- 
stones of Jordan's internal 
policy, the foreign minister 
stressed. 

The representative of the 
Konrad Adenauer Founda- 
tion. Hubert Dobers, stres- 
sed that Jordan's democra- 
cy is on the right track but 
ijtai the role of opposition 
and Non-Governmental 
Organisations (NGO'sj 
should not be discouraged. 

“There should be no 
doubt that Jordan is cap- 
able on its awn of develop- 
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, for the Egyptian embassy. 

j The Pakistani government 
has also offered to rebuild the 

_■ chancery, it added. 

’ Meanwhile, APP quoting 
21CC6'^ i Interior Minister Naseerullah 
^ . ^abar said the Islamabad 

'.^pC : police had found parts of a 
rVlLCS 1 yehide used in the bombing, 
i including those bearing the 
, Engine and chassis number. 
After an emergency 
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of terrorism of any source. 

Mr. Kabariti voiced Jor- 
dan's denunciation of the cri- 
minal act against the Egyp- 


Blast destroys Egyptian embassy 
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majority, could be reah>cd 
without guaranteeing a 
minimum of rights and 
their strict application to 
the minority who is in the 
opposition." 

in his opening speech 
earlier in the seminar. Mr. 
Kabariti said; “In Jordan, 
we have — with the help of 
God — laid the founda- 
tions for a brighter future. 
Al ail levels, and in all 
fields. We have begun 
building our destiny 
together. Thc democratic 
avenue is the one we have 
chosen to help us fulfill our 
dreams, and accordingly 
we preach democracy, 
practice it. and protect u’” 

“Our hope is to create a 
tomorrow that will bring 
future generations the 
peace of mind that past 
generations so sorely mis- 
sed." 

The three-day seminar, 
which will host speakers 
from France. Germany. 
Cairo. Palestine and Jor- 
dan. will mainly tackle the 
judiciary authority m Jor- 
dan. separations between 
the three authorities and 
their role in promoting and 
enhancing democracy. 

Thc rule of a constitu- 
tional court in protecting 
democracy and the import- 
ance of the role of opposi- 
tion in Parliament and the 
independence of thc judici- 
ary are the main issues to 
be discussed user the com- 
ing two days. Senior offi- 
cials, parliamentarians, 
politicians and human 
rights activists are expected 
to take pan in the debate 
that will follow the pre- 
sentation of each working 
paper. 


rian embassy and reiterated 
Jordan's firm stand against al! 
acts of terrorism and its sup- 
port for and solidarity with 
Egypt in the quest for stabil- 
ity and continued security. 
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attack and offered to help 
bring the perpetrators to jus- 
tice, the White House said. 

Press Secretary Mike 
McCurry said Mr. Qinton 
was conveying his outrage to 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak and to Pakistani 
Prime Minister Bhutto. He 
did not immediately make 
clear whether Mr. Ginton 
had spoken to them by tele- 
phone. 

"The president is con- 
veying his outrage over this 
terrorist attack to President 
Mubarak and Prime Minister 
Bhutto and, on behalf of all 
Americans, he has offered his 
condolences for those killed 
and wounded in the bomb- 
ing." 

King Fahd of Saudi Ara- 
bia. meanwhile, telephoned 
President Mubarak to con- 
demn “this dangerous crimin- 
al attack which is contrary to 
Islamic law," the Saudi Press 
Agency reported. 

The king, whose capital 
was itself the scene of a bomb 
blast last Monday against 
U.S. military offices that, kil- 
led six people, also offered 
his condolences to the fami- 
lies of the victims. 

Kuwait's emir. Sheikh Ja- 
ber Al Ahmad Al Sabah, sent 
a message of sympathy to Mr. 
Mubarak as his cabinet ex- 
pressed its “profound conde- 
mnation of this criminal act 
which cost innocent lives. 

“Kuwait reaffirms its rejec- 
tion of violence and terrorism 
in all its forms," ministers 
said after their weekly 
cabinet meeting. 

France voiced shock at the 
bombing and said the attack 
must strengthen determina- 
tion of “civilised nations" to 
fight terrorism. 

“We were deeply shocked 
by the attack which devas- 
tated the Egyptian embassy 
in Pakistan... such a short 
time after the Riyadh 
attack," a French foreign 
ministry statement said. 

"This attack must streng- 
then the determination of 
civilised nations to fight ter- 
rorism wherever it comes 
from and whoever is re- 
sponsible," it said. 


« w ^ Bosnia deadline set for today 
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at itv 3^ u Stipe Mesic, a Croat who 
ptnunt j p, u* /as the last president of the 
betverij. -, a \ # krn-Yugoslavia before war 
idem TOke OTt « told AFP Sunday 

\SD^ ^ w U.S.-led negotiations in 


* itv 3n° ^ wipe Mesic, a Croat wno 
ptnunt j p, il* the last president of the 
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* a yton were a “land deal 
ring conducted on the back 
u f the people and the Croa- 
. „ . * a n parliament.” 

DeW* 15 p ’ He added the deal "goes 

Amman* ,iainst Croatian interests.” 

■ 00 $. Mr. Mesic, an opposition 
ndcofi ** 1 ?!? i^EP ut y- *** referring to the 
n tto ? 2 ck Lrs'fl y&fcd deal negotiated in 
5/1 yjd <*7. f/Z^yton in which the Bosnian 
* 3 s * e , of* lr bs would be given cunent- 
Groat and Muslim-held 
sfJJL 7^,^# nd s around the Posavina 


corridor. 

The Bosnian Justice Minis- 
ter Mate Tadic, a Bosnian 
Croar, resigned Saturday to 
protest the proposal. 

His move came after Mr. 
Zubak. also a Croat, 
threatened to resign Friday as 
head of Bosnia’s Muslim- 
Croat Federation. 

Mr. Zubak has twice said 
this week he will not sign thc 
peace deal being prepared 
because he says it forces the 
Bosnian Croats to give up 
land in Posavina. 

Eight Bosnian opposition 
parties Saturday, meanwhile, 
warned Mr. lzeibegovic the 
deal would confirm the divi- 
sion of Bosnia, 
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Some of the Roman period carved stones excavated in the area of the church 


Yajuz excavation reveals major Roman-Byzantine town 


Text and photos 
by Rami G. Khouri 

Special to thc Jordan Times 


NEARLY A century after 
it was first documented by 
European travellers, lhc 
ancient townsite at Yajuz, 
on the northern border of 
Amman, is being systemati- 
cally unearthed by excava- 
tions being conducted by 
the Department of Anti- 
quities, with the participu- 
*tion of faculty and students 
from the University of Jor- 
dan. The site adds yet 
another major Roman and 
Byzantine period town to 
the registry of Jordanian 
antiquities — it also 
raises anew the vexing 

3 uestion of what can be 
one to preserve antiquities 
that are located on privately 
owned land and that could 
be threatened by a com- 
bination of private develop- 
ment plans and illicit rob- 
bing of artifacts. 

The site of Yajuz occu- 
pies an entire hillside im- 
mediately east of the cemet- 
ery located about a 
kilometre north of the 
Sweileh-Zerqa road (adja- 
cent to several large, blue 
prefabricated hangers visi- 
ble from the road and the 
cemetery). It was first men- 
tioned by Condor in 1889, 
and again documented by 
Glueck in 1939, and in 1972 
the American archaeologist 
H. Thompson excavated a^, 
Roman tomb at the site. In' 
1994, the owner of the land 


was bulldozing the site 
when he stumbled across 
some large cut stones that 
were obviously from 
ancient structures. He noti- 
fied the Department of 
Antiquities, which initiated 
excavations in 1994, and 
earlier this year excavations 
continued by a Department 
of Antiquities team headed 
by Emseitif Suleiman, with 
the participation of students 
from the University of Jor- 
dan supervised by Dr. Lutif 
Khalil. 

The excavations to date 
have uncovered a large 
Byzantine Church, a smal- 
ler chapel, and a building 
that appears to have been a 
grain milling facility. Sherds 
recovered from thc site in- 
dicate major occupation in 
the Roman, Byzantine and 
early Islamic periods, with a 
few sherds from other 
periods probably represent- 
ing transient human use of 
the site rather than a settle- 
ment. 

The large basilica! church 
excavated by the Depart- 
ment of Antiquities mea- 
sures 28 X 17 metres. It 
comprises a central hall 
with two side aisles ending 
in apses at the east, and 
several adjacent rooms. 
The entire church of the 
floor was covered in 
mosaics, except for some 
side rooms that had stone 
slab flooring. The mosaics 
all seem to have had 
geometric designs, with no 
figures of jreople or animals 
evident to date. The mosaic 
floor was repaired in anti- 


quity, as two distinct levels 
of mosaics can be identi- 
fied. 

The church was entered 
through a side door that 
gave onto a small cour- 
tyard, in the centre of which 
was a cistern that held up to 
30 cubic metres of water 
fhat was collected on the 
roof and conveyed into the 
cistern through stone and 
plaster channels. The walls 
of the church were plas- 
tered and painted, as evi- 
denced by some remains of 
red paint, and long benches 
ran along the base of the 
main walls. In the north- 
west corner of the church is 
an underground cave/room 
that was entered through 
steps and an arched door- 
way, and that was used as a 
storage cellar of some sort, 
according to Mr. Suleiman. 
Other rooms had remains 
of water basins that were 
carved out of the natural 
bedrock or were free- 
standing, with associated 
water channels. These 
structures may have had 
something to do with drain- 
ing away water that leaked 
Into the building. Im- 
mediately south of the 
church are some domestic 
areas from the late Byzan- 
tine period. 

The church dares from 
the late Byzantine period 
(mid-Sth to mid-7th cen- 
tury), but cannot yet be 
more precisely dared due to 
the lack of inscriptions or 
coins. No Islamic ponery or 
coins were found, suggest- 
ing the building had gone 


out of use after the mid-7th 
century. Dr. Khalil thinks 
that the townsite may have 
moved slightly to the south- 
east in the early Islamic 
period, in the vicinity of the 
existing Khirbet El Kom 
site which was tested in the 
1970s by Hank Thompson 
and revealed Ottoman in- 
habitation. 

The smaller chapel uphill 
and north of the church also 
shows two distinct phases of 
use, evidence by blocked 
doorways, two architectural 
levels in the apse area, and 
benches that were added 
along the interior of the 
main walls in the second 
period of use. The benches 
along the interior of the 
apse are relatively rare in 
Jordan, notes Dr. Khalil. 
Rooms north of the chapel 
probably date from the 
second phase of use. The 
main entrance to the chapel 
may have changed at that 
time, to judge by a blocked 
doorway in the north wall. 

West of the chapel is a 
room with four internal 
arches and an eight-line 
Greek inscription without a 
date. The chapel dates from 
the late Umayyad period in 
the mid-Sth century, based 
on the excavated pottery. 
The floor was made of col- 
oured gemetric-pattem 
mosaics, which has been 
restored thanks to the 
assistance of the students at 
the Madaba Mosaics 
School. The roof was built 
of a combination of ceramic 
tiles and long stone slabs 
supported by many arches. 


The chapel had a .15- 
centimetre -thick layer of 
ash. perhaps from the 
building's destruction dur- 
ing the 747 AD earthquake. 

Many re-used carved 
stones from the Roman 
period in the chapel and the 
basilical church, along with 
much Roman pottery, con- 
firm the existence of a Ro- 
man period town at Yajuz, 
though no distinctly Roman 
structures have been exca- 
vated yet. They probably 
will be found in other parts 
of the sprawling hillside, 
whicti covers more than 200. 
dunums of land. 

Some of the carved Ro- 
man stones, such as roset- 
tes, capitals and altars, sug- 
gest the presence of a tem- 
ple. An important find at 
Yajuz is a series of Roman 
era capitals with carved 
animals that look like 
medieval European gar- 
goyles; the animals were 
rubbed out in the Byzantine 
period and replaced with 
simple crosses, perhaps 
during a period of Christian 
iconoclasm. A frieze that 
once ran across the top of 
the capitals was adorned 
with animals, fruits and 
other depictions of living 
things. One fine, large 
stone at the site that sports 
a carved eagle and altar was 
found outside the church 
area, chough most of the 
reused Roman stonework 
comes from the church it- 
self. 

An excavated area along 
the west side of the site 


revealed deep stratigraphy, 
comprising several milling 
facilities, perhaps an indust- 
rial area with adjacent liv- 
ing quarters for the millets. 
One large grinding stone 
found in situ can still be 
turned by two men pushing 
on a wooden pole inserted 
through the circular stone. 
Many complete ponery ob- 
jects wens found in this 
area, and some coins that 
are not easily readable, but 
whose shape suggests that 
they date from the Byzan- 
tine period; Much burned^ 
material waS ,? also uncCP 
vered, perhaps burnt grain 
that was stored there. This 
industrial structure showed 
two types of construction — 
nicely dresses stones on the 
exterior walls, and rough 
scones in the internal walls. 
West of the main structure 
is a series of rooms with 
arches and vaults; most pot- 
tery there dated from the 
Byzantine period, though 
some painted sherds could 
be late Byzantine or early 
Umayyad. 

The discovery of this ma- 
jor town between Amman 
(Philadelphia) and Jerash 
(Gerasa) raises the question 
of its identification, which is 
still being studied. Two Ro- 
man milestones were re- 
cently discovered in the 
area and saved by the De- 
partment of Antiquities, 
one of them dating from Che 
2nd century AD, suggesting 
that the town was located 
along a major Roman road. 
The Yajuz excavations will 
continue next year. 


Assassins usually miss the larger target 


By Elaine Sciolino 

FROM THE moment YigaL 
Amir fired his pistol, killing 
Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin, the question in 
the minds of many was what 
impact the Israeli leader’s 
death would have on Mid- 
dle East peace. 

Mr. Amir’s own words 
could not have been clear- 
er: He had said months 
earlier that hc was detcr- 
' mined to stop Israel from 
turning over control of 
much of the West Bank, 
what he called Israel's 
“most holy land," 10 the 
Palestinians. What is not 
clear — at least not yet — is 
whether hc will succeed in 
stopping, or even slowing 
down, implementation of 
die peace agreement be- 
tween Israelis and Palesti- 
nians. 

But if Mr. Amir had 
more uf a sense of history, 
he would know that assas- 
sination for political ends 
works only seldom — and 
hardly ever in the way the 
assassin intended. The indi- 
vidual murderer simply 
does not have the kind of 
force on the historical stage 
that (he leader of a popular 
revolution or the comman- 
der of any army might. And 
thc heinousness sof the 
crime itself often discredits 
the assassin's cause. 


“Great political changes 
do not lake place as a result 
of specific personal in- 
terventions, 1 ' said Franklin 
Ford, the Harvard Uni- 
versity historian who in- 
vestigated assassination 
throughout history in his 
book. “Political Murder." 
"Whatever happens — 
aside from self-assertion — 
the outcome is not going to 
be what the assassin had in 
mind. The historical record 
seems to me pretty impress- 
ive that people who killed 
other people for political 
advantage were almost al- 
ways disappointed." 

Not every attempt at 
assassination is political. 
Acts of violence can spring 
from personal passions that 
have no connection to the 
specific target or larger 
political events. Giuseppe 
Zangara, a 32-year-old Ita- 
lian immigrant bricklayer 
espoused no real cause, ex- 
cept perhaps personal out- 
rage against capitalism, 
when he opened fire on 
President-elect Franklin D. 
Roosevelt at a political rally 
in Miami in 1933. In confes- 
sing, he explained that his 
father, the president-elect 
and rich people in general 
were to blame for the con- 
stant stomach pain he had 
endured since childhood. 

One can argue that thc 
political assassin achieves 
the mast fundamental goal 


simply by removing his or 
her target from political 
life. Sirhan Sirhan, whose 
family had to flee Jerusalem 
in poverty after Israeli inde- 
pendence, deeply hated 
Robert Kennedy for his 
allegiance to Israel. “His 
intent was to deny the pres- 
idency to a powerful pro- 
Israeli politician on rhe 
brink of the nomination," 
wrote James W. Clarke, 
professor of political scien- 
ce at the University of Ari- 
zona in his 1982 book 
"American Assassins." But 
Mr. Kennedy's death did 
nothing to halt the deepen- 
ing of U.S. -Israeli ties; 
Richard Nixon opened up 
the Pentagon’s storehouses 
and airlifted American- 
military equipment to Israel 
in thc 1973 war. 

In the vast majority of 
political assassinations, the 
murderer's goal is not 
achieved. Julius Caesar's 
killers (Brutus, too) sought 
to destroy an ambitious 
general — and helped des- 
troy the Roman republic. 
Henry II ordered the death 
of Archbishop Thomas a 
Becket to end his problems 
with thc clergy, but was 
forced instead to do pe- 
nance at Beckci's tomb on 
the Pope’s orders. 

John Wilkes Booth was 
driven by his love of the 
Confederacy and his hatred 


of Abraham Lincoln to kill 
the president. But by the 
time he acted, the South 
had lost the war. He 
couldn't fathom why he 
wasn't lionised. “A country 
that groaned beneath this 
tyranny, and prayed for this 
end. and yet now behold 
the cold hand they extend 
me." he wrote in his diary 
before his capture. 

Lincoln's death only 
made it worse for white 
Confederates. Without 
him. Northern Republicans 
brought vengeance down 
on the South with a ferocity 
that was alien to Lincoln, 
purring it under military 

rule. Bui in thc end, John 
Wilkes Booth may have 
gotten his revenge, in the 
ultimate failure of Recon- 
struction. 

Not every assassin’s mo- 
tive is clear, not every out- 
come easy to interpret. 
James Eari Ray, the petty 
thief who killed Martin 
Luther King Jr., was prob- 
ably motivated more by 
money than by obsessive 
racist rage when he shot 
and killed the civil rights 
leader in 1968. Just as Dr. 
King’s death helped derail 
the rcconciliaiory tone of- 
the civil rights movement, it 
also spurred a sense of our- 
rage that lent credibility to 
more militant black move- 


A side effect: World 
War I 

One safe conclusion is 
that assassinations often 
have unintended consequ- 
ences. The Bosnian Serb 
Gavriio Pri nap's assassina- 
tion of Archduke Frana's 
Ferdinand, the heir to the 
Austrian throne, in 
Sarajevo in 1914 may have 
helped end Austrian 
domination of the Balkans, 
but only at the cost of set- 
ting off World War I and 
then tying thc Serbs' future 
for 75 years to the same 
Croats and Bosnian Mus- 
lims they fight today. Like- 
wise, the assassination of 
John F. Kennedy gave Lyn- 
don Johnson much more 
room to push through an 
aggressive domestic social 
agenda than Mr. Kennedy 
may ever have had. 

There is at least one case 
in which the would-be 
assassin achieved his poli- 
tical goal — but only be- 
cause his victim did not die. 
France's emperor Napoleon 
III was just grazed by a 
fragment of a grenade 
thrown at his carriage in 
Paris in 1858 by Felice Orsi- 
ni. an ardent Italian 
nationalist. But the Emper- 
or felt so guilty that he had 
abandoned the pro-Italian 
sentiments of his youth that 
he led France into battle 


against Austria the next 
year, a war that resulted in 
the creation of the King- 
dom of Italy in 1861. 

So what effect will Mr. 
Amir's action have on the 
course of Middle East his- 
tory? Certainly he is not the 
first to try to prevent Israel 
from making peace with 
Arabs. 

King Abdullah of Jordan 
was assassinated while en- 
tering Al Aqsa Mosque in 
Jerusalem in 1951 by a 
Palestinian who feared 
(King) Abdullah might 
make peace with the new 
state of Israel. His death 
may have slowed but did 
not destroy the process. 

President Anwar Al 
Sadat of Egypt was gunned 
down while reviewing a 
military parade in Cairo in 
1981 by anti-American 
Islamists after he made 
peace with Israel at Camp 
David. But Egypt is still at 
peace with Israel, is still the 
recipient of more than 52 
billion a year in American 
aid, is still autocratic — and 
still largely excludes the 
Islamic opposition from 
power. 

At Mr. Rabin's funeral 
recently, both King Hussein 
and Mr. Mubarak pledged 
to continue the quest for 
peace. 

The New York Times. 
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Omani leader 

calls for stronger 
private sector 


APEC forum enters ‘a ction p hase’ 
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MUSCAT (AFP) — Oman’s 
Sultan Qaboos Saturday 
urged the private sector to 
play a greater role in domes- 
tic development by increasing 
investment to repair econo- 
mic damage caused by weak 
oil prices. 

In a national day address 
broadcast live on state-run 
television. Sultan Qaboos 
said economic reforms laun- 
ched by the Gulf country a 
few vears ago had been suc- 
cessful but that oil remained 
the main source of income. 

“We have no choice but to 
develop the domestic eco- 
nomv so oil will be left with a 
limited share in the national 
income as it is a depletable 
source on which we should 
not depend for our develop- 
ment." he said. 

“So we cal! on the citizens 
to invest in their country and 
set up businesses to develop 
the industrial, fanning and 
tourism sectors. The private 
sector should develop its in- 
struments and methods and 
the government should in- 
teract with the private sector 
and make sure bureaucracy 
and complicated administra- 
tive measures will not affect 


venues. 

The reforms include priva- 
tisations. improvement of in- 
vestment laws, incentives for 
industrial projects and open- 
ing the stock market to fore- 
igners. 

So far. five state-run in- 
stitutions have been sold off 
to the public while the gov- 
ernment is planning to set up 
multi-billion-dollar ‘projects 
in participation with the local 
and foreign private sector. 

“We need a comprehen- 
sive strategy to achieve eco- 
nomic diversification and 
work seriously to berter ex- 
ploit available resources." 
Sultan Qaboos said. “We 
should also work to turn 
Oman into a good oasis rhat 
will attract useful foreign in- 
vestments. which are needed 
for real development." 

Oman, which is not an 
OPEC member, produces 
more than 800,000 barrels 
per day of oil, which brings in 
early $4- billion a year. In- 
come is set to surge when an 
$8 billion gas liquefaction 
plant starts producing nearly 
six million tonnes by the year 
2000 . 

As in other Gulf oil pro- 


rive measures wm nut i«vi - - ■■■ , . r 

its performance." he added. - ducers, low crude prices have 
Oman launched reforms slowed down Oman s eco- 
four years ago to ease re- nomy and turn^ a finanoal 
liance 7 on volatile oil earn- surplus into a defiat which 
ings, which provide more was projected at around $800 
than 80 per cent of its re- 


million in 1995. 


OSAKA. Japan (R) — The 
Asia-Pacific free trade sum- 
mit ended on a ringing note 

and with new credibility on 
Sundav when China upstaged 
its APEC partners by 
announcing the biggest liber- 
alisation of its markets in 16 
vears. 

After davs of pious vows 
bv APEC leaders to turn 
their region into a free trade 
zone. China put its money 
where its mouth is with plans 
to cut tariffs on imports to its 
market of 1.2 billion people 
bv 30 per cent from 1996. 

'Other nations, most with 
far freer markets than China, 
were reduced mainly to 
announcing steps they had 
alreadv taken. 

U.S. Vice-President A1 
Gore called the Chinese 
package “positive” and other 
leaded applauded it. 

For Beijing, often a target 
of criticism on trade policies. 
The Osaka summit was a 
coming-out party where it 
took a major new step to- 
wards joining the world s free 
traders. 

The tariff cuts and other 
measures were the biggest 
opening of China’s markets 
since the communist nation 
started capitalist-style re- 
forms in 1979. 

The joint declaration at the 
end of the annual summit of 
leaders of the 18 -member 
Asia-Pacific Economic Coop- 
eration (APEC) forum said 
the EToup had entered the 
“action phase" in bringing 
down trade barriers in the 
world’s fastest growing re- 


Bid by donors to solve IDA 
funding crisis without U.S. 

^ “haul, chn 


LUXEMBOURG (AFP) — 
Donor countries agreed at 
the weekend to seek an in- 
terim solution without the 
United States to head off a 
binding crisis threatening the 
International' Development 
Association (IDA), a vital, 
source of finance for the 
world's poorest. 

Finance officials from 32 
donor capitals said they 
reached a consensus on the 
urgent need to keep up the 
flow of IDA credits to the 78 
most needy nations, from 
Bangladesh to Benin and 
Bolivia, despite expected 
sharp cuts in U.S. foreign 
aid. 

“We cannot afford to wait 
for the U.S. to sort out its 


think we're ready to assume 
our responsibilities,’ he 
added. 

“This really is a crisis," 
Johannes Linn, World Bank 
vice president for financial 
policy, told AFP before leav- 
ing for Bonn on Sunday to 
report to the bank’s presi- 
dent, James Wolfensohn, due 
.to meet German leaders after 
a visit to Ukraine. 

IDA is the “soft loan" win- 
• dow of the World Bank fami- 
ly. It grants interest-free 
long-term credits —.over 35 
to 40 years — to countries 
with an annual per capita 
revenue of less than SS35 as 
of 1994. 


Nearly half its annual lend- 


budget problem," one official ing of some $6 billion goes to 
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said after a two-day donors 
meeting here. 

“We agree it would be 
unrealistic, if not illusory, to 
hope that the U.S. will be 
able to pledge new money for 
IDA anytime soon," and "I 


Sub-Saharan Africa, but, 
poorer Asian countries are 
also major IDA borrowers. 

Mr. Linn said the "good 
news” from the Luxembourg 
talks was that the donor 


countries “have shown wil- 
. lingness to consider some ex- 
' ceptional arrangement" to 
keep IDA funded. 

“We have. to reach agree- 
ment very soon if we are to 
avoid starting to cut back on 
* IDA lending from the first 
half of 1996,” he added. 

Echoing remarks by Treas- 
ury Director Yves Mersch of 
host country Luxembourg, 
Mr. Linn said he too consi- 
dered there was a possibility 
of striking a final agreement 
in the first quarter of 1996 

But he cautioned there was 
“no guarantee" they would 
succeed. 

Participants in the talks 
here said the real issue facing 
them was that of “burden- 
sharing” among donors — as 
one of them put it, “whether 
or not they will be ready to 
■ contribute ‘ folly when the 
- wealthiest among them, the 
U.S.. does not and is -in 
arrears." 


THE Daily Crossword by Frances Burton 


ACROSS 
1 Criticize harshly 
5 Playwright Hart 
9 “Two Years 
Before the — ’ " 

13 Dover's fish 

14 Encore 

15 Noodles 

16 Mix a salad 
17i Italian money 

18 Go in 

19 Celebrated 
person 

22 Greek god 

23 Goof 

24 — avis 

27 Creature with 
flippers 

30 Rhyme scheme 

34 Playwright 
Neil 

35 Vicinity 

-37 Legal matter 
38 Fist 

42 Double curve 

43 Squirrel away 

44 Full of hazards 

45 Cry f 

47 Take time 
out 

49 Dark 
.50 54 

Sandy's bark 
54 Practical 

62 Greene of TV 

63 Troubles 

64 Bakery 
enticement 

66 Leaves out 

67 Algonquiah 

68 Face the day 

69 Decade 
numbers 

70 “ — Make a 
Deaf 

71 Shortcoming 
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Yesterday’s puzzle solved: 


’ DOWN 

1 Fast plane 

2 Boodle 

3 Too 

4 Plateau 

5 Mediterranean 
island 

6 Liver and — 

7 Peon 

8 Hit, ds a fly 


9 Hindu chanted 
word 

10 Regarding 

11 Do a slow 
bum 

12 Mountain lake 
15 Squint at 

20 Punishes, jn a 
way 

21 — of Troy 

24 Wash cycle 

25 Tickle 

26 Legendary bird 

28 Abates 

29 Altar in the sky 

31 Block of baked 
day 

32 Ms. Sharp of 
“Vanity F air" 

33 Pale 

34 Distort 

36 Without direction 

39 Insect stage 

40 Night before 

41 Triumphed 
46 Herbage 
48 Scratch pad 
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51 — cf March 

53 Red herrings 

54 Mark 

55 It. city 

56 land of 
leprechauns 


57 Salt 

58 Calamitous 

59 Ripped 

60 Singer Adams 

61 Fragrant flower 
65 Danger color 


'Si-S. 



APEC leaders wave Sunday* aphotos^ion in front oTthe 
traditional Japanese-sly le Osaka Geihinkan (guest Muse) 


prior to a meeting in the Osaka Castle compound (Reuters 
photo) 


gion. 

APEC leaders held iheir 
first summit in 1993 in Seat- 
tle". where they adopted a 
broad vision of regional free 
trade. Last year at Bogor, 
Indonesia, they set target 
dates of 2010 for rich nations 
and 2020 for poorer nations. 

Japanese Prime Minister 
Tommiichi Muarayama. 
flanked by other casually- 
dressed leaders on a red car- 
pet in the grounds of Osaka 
castle, proudly read the dec- 
laration in the crisp autumn 
air. 

APEC, founded in 1989, 
groups Australia. Brunei. 
Canada. Chile. China. Hong 
Kong. Indonesia. Japan. 
Malaysia. Mexico. New Zea- 
land, Papua New Guinea, the 
Philippines. Singapore. 
South Korea. Taiwan, Thai- 
land and the United States. 

"We will implement the 
action agenda with unwaver- 
ing resolve.” Mr. 
Muarayama said. 

He made it clear APEC 


had no intention of keeping 
the benefits of freer trade in 
the region to APEC members 
alone”. “Those measures 
announced by APEC mem- 
bers will apply to non-APEC 
economies." he said. 

The action agenda, worked 
out last week by trade and 
• foreign ministers, is a bluep- 
rint for APEC’s way forward. 

The agenda identified nine 
principles as the basis of 
liberalisation and 100 steps to 
take in 15 trade areas by the 
time of the next summit in 
the Philippines. 

The document used ling- 
uistic acrobatics to smooth 
over disputes including a row 
over how to treat agriculture 
and other politically touchy 
trade sectors. 

The leaders of a region 
where eight major languages 
and many dialects are 
spoken, met in a reputedly 
. haunted castle to exorcise the 
demons of past trade barriers 
in an area that accounts for 
nearly half of world trade. 


Osaka castle is supposedly 
stalked by ghosts of Samurai 
warriors killed in a siege in 
1614 and 1615. and of sol- 
diers hit bv U.S. bombs in 
1945 when the 400-year-old 
castle was destroyed for the 
fourth time. The Osaka 
meeting had also been 
haunted by fears of failure. 

Deep differences among 
the diverse members — 
Japan and the United States 
are among the world's richest 
nations, Papua New Guinea 
and Indonesia are among 
Asia’s poorest — nearly 
caused the APEC process to 
unravel in the run-up to the 
summit. 

President Bill Clinton’s 
absence due to the U.S. 
budget crisis also threw a 


damper on the occasion. 

But the difficulties — and 
past ghosts — were over- 
come. 

“When developing coun- 
tries become prosperous with 
billions of people lifted from 
poverty, it will provide enor- 
mous opportunities for trade 
and investment for all coun- 
tries.” said Chinese President 
Jiang Ziman in his speech to 
the summit. 

Chinese officials said the 
cuts they announced affected 
more than 4.000 items on a 
list of about 6,000 imported 
goods and would cut the 
average- tariff to about 24-25 
per cent from a current 35 per 
cent. 

APEC leaders also voiced 
concern that volatile currency 
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‘The coffee machine won 
‘Employee Of The Month 1 again.” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Honri Arnold snd Miko Argirtoii 


Unscramble these lour Jumblas, 
one loiter lo each square, to form 
tour ordinary wards. 


Those rays feel 
nice and warm 
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Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


— -axmcrnxD 


Yesterday's 


Jumblas*. 

Answer 


(Answers tomorrow) 

ELDER FLAME ANEMIA INVITE - 
Easy lo exceed on a nigh! out — 

THE FEED LIMIT 


Peanuts 



HOW ABOUT THAT, SIR? U/HEN I 
KICKED THE BALL, 6LAS5E5. 

AAY 50CK, AND AAY SHOE ALL 
FLEU OFF. AND THE BALL CAME DOWN 
AND HIT ME ON THEJ4EAD! 
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V THIS ISA \ / ONLY 
HUMOROUS Y7HE WAY 
SAME. ISN'T/ YOU PLAY 
IT. SIR? AIT.MARCIE 
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movements remained -a 
threat to stable trade and 
economic development. 

"The leaders discussed 
(the fact) that in several cases 
volatile currency fluctuations 
have a negative impact no 
stable development in trade 
and economies in the re- 
gion.” a seniOT Japanese 
foreign ministry Official told 
reporters. 

"Some leaders tried to 
look for ways to stabilise 
currencies, but others said 
that currency issues should be 
determined by the market 
itself." the Japanese official 
said. 

Persistent fears about 
another rapid rally in the yen 
continued to haunt the lead- 
ers, whose trade balances and 
economies were hit hard by a 
dollar free-fall against the 
ven earlier this year. 

' The dollar nosedived to a 
record low of 79.75 yen in 
April before recovering gra- 
dually to well above 100 yen 
thanks to a global interven- 
tion effort initiated by Japan: 

Some leaders urged Japan 
to step up efforts to boost 
imports to reduce its vast 
trade surplus. A strong yen 
also makes it difficult for 
Asian countries to repay yen- 
denominated loans. 

Earlier Sunday. Malaysia 
complained in a ministerial 
meeting with Japan that the 
yen’s strength had been a 
major factor behind its huge 
trade deficits as it boosted 
prices of imports from Japan. 

Japan's Foreign Minister 
Yohei Kono said Tokyo had 
already cut interest rates on 
new yen credits to ease the 
pain caused by the strong 
yen. but that the yen's 
strength itself had both 
merits and demerits. 

In April APEC finance 
ministers meeting in Bali. In- 
donesia, called for a deter- 
mined effort for foreign ex- 
change stability. 
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HOROSCOPE 


FORECAST FOR MON- 
DAY, NOVEMBER 20, S995 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 

19) Postpone payment on 
some account at this time 
until ; you are absolutely sure 
of tfie amount owed and be 
more business. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May. 

20) You will have to extend 
your talks with an associate, 
today before agreement can 
be reached, but use patient 
waiting tactics. 

GEMINI: (May ‘21 to -June 

21) Keep busy with career 
activities, even if you find . 
payment is not forthcoming 
just yet and you may have to 
wait' a little longer. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June - 
22 to July 21) Get those' 
personal duties handled be- 
fore you go out today and tins 
evening for the recreations 
which are uppermost on your 
mind. 


LEO :(July 22 to August 21) 
You hesitate to present a 
plan today to family and this 
is not the propitious time to 1 
do so, thus, follow your hun- 
ches. 


VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) A congenial 
associate postpones answer- 
ing some letter today, but 
stop wonying since it may. 
take a little longer to get it. ■ 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) A bigwig may. 
give you the suggestions ab-, 


out money or real property 


today, but they would not 
your situation for what you, 
desire. 


-SCORPIO: (October 23 to; 
November 21) You had bet- 
ter study new ideas or plans.' 
better before you carry 
through with them. Liston to 
your hunches about a new 
friend. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 
22 to December 21) Get rid 
of that depressing situation 
today, later tonight and be- 
come enthusiastic for new 
practical interests which can 
be profitable. 


CAPRICORN: (December 22 
to January 20) Get your head 



together with an old fellow 
associate today and a group 
buddy and plan the future > 
better. Consult an expert ab- 
out a new project. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Be ^watchful of 
your reputation today since 
some imtocent action could ( 
easily be misinterpreted. 
Handle career activities effi- 
ciently for your success. 

PISCES: (February 20 M 
March 20) Try a new kind of 
entertainment today with a. 
new friend who knows the 
rope. The look to old friends; 
for future progress. 
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Jordan embarks on airport modernisation plan 


116015 r em 

» stable 


By Suleiman AI Khalidi 
Reuter 




AMMAN — Jordan has. 
embarked on an SM5 million 
jirpori modernisation plan to 
cope 'Mih a forecast rise in 
regional tourism in the wake 
of Middle East peace, an 
nlticiaJ said Sunday. 

"As a result of the increase 
1 ministry in air traffic in our region, we 

2 rs. ■ 1 ,k M. have put in place plans to 
me lead 
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cope with these develop* 
ments by moderning our civil 
airport*." Ahmad Jweibcr. 
director general of Jordans 
Civil Aviation Authority, 
told Reuters. 

There has been a surge in 
tourism since Jordan and 
Israel signed a peace treaty- in 
1994 and future comprehen- 
sive peace in the region is 
expected io fuel a visitors' 
boom. 

Mr. Jweibcr said the IW5- 
1498 scheme doe* not include 
multi-million dollar plans to 
expand an airport in the 
southern Red Sea city of 
Alpha to let Israel use it to 
ease traffic heading to its 
nearbv congested airport in 
Eilat.' 

"Our plans take into con- 
. ^deration what the region is 
• witnessing as a result of the 
peace process.” - Mr. Jweibcr 
added. 

.Air traffic to Jordan rose 
by b.5 per cent in the first 
eight months of 1995. com- 
pared to the same period last 
year, with 12.K25 plane arriv- 
als and departures against 
12.044 in 199a. 

A total of 1.187,260 pas- 
sengers arrived and departed 
during the same period in 


IWfv. compared to I.1I3.I3K 
in 1W4. 

The modernisanon plan 
voxels Jordan's Three aiijioiis 
— the main Queen Alia In- 
ternationa! Airport, a 30- 
(Tiinu’.c drive from the Jorda- 
nian capital, and two smaller 
ones, in Amman and Aqaba. 

A number of tenders have 
already been awarded to 
foreign companies to mod- 
ernise passenger terminals. 
Mr Jweiber said. 

Holland's Philips electro- 
nics firm won a 425.000 dinar 
t S6tK I.2S2 1 contract to up- 
grade the public air traffic 
information system by the 
end of the year. 

The French firm Sofreavia 
won a 500.000 dinar 
tS706.214) tender last month 
to supply, install and operate 
an aeronautical fixed tele- 
comm unieations network. 
France is financing 7u per 
cent ot the tender, lu be 
completed in eight months. 

The Amin^n Aii port . 
which authorities hope to use 
for shon-range flights later 
this year, is undergoing a JD 
7 million (Sin million) face- 
lift 

Bui the bulk of the budget. 
JD 27 milltn (S5S million), 
will be spent on modernising 
Aqaba airport, to enable a 
cope with an expected nse in 
regional tourism and future 
plans to upgrade it into a 
regional airport that will also 
serve Israel 

"The development plan 
has accorded Aqaba airport a 
special importance, especial- 
ly since it will become a 
regional airport with high in-' 
ternauonal specifications,” 
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Foreign Exchange Market Summary 

(November 13 - November 17, 1995) 

AMMAN — The U.S. unit appreciated noticeably against 
the yen and sterling last week, while depredating modestly 
against the mark. It ended the week 1.45 per cent higher 
against the sterling, 1.22 per cent higher against the yen, 
and 0.72 per cent lower against the mark. 

The dollar appreciated against other major currencies 
Monday. Reports indicated that the announcement that the 
U.S. Treasury would issue more than S107 billion in debt 
securities, partly to meet interest and prindpal payments 
due on Oo. 15, contributed to the dollar’s rise, despite 
continued budget dispute. The dollar was also supported by 
the U.S. treasury secretary’s comments, who indicated that 
the U.S. government might use its trust funds, with total 
assets Of S375 billion, to meet its obligations in the 
short-term. 

The U.S. unit depreciated against other major currendes 
on Tuesday, however, as traders were pessimistic that the 
Congress and the White House would reach an agreement 
over reducing the budget deficit. Analysts indicated that 
the failure to reach an agreement forced the Clinton 
Administration to close non-essential operations and lay 
off 800,000 employees temporarily. The U.S. dollar also 
declined following the release of U.S. retail sales data, 
which showed a decline of 0.2 per cent in October. 

The dollar continued its depredation Wednesday. Re- 
ports indicated that the dollar lost ground during overseas 
trading hours, but managed to recoup some of its losses on 
short covering later in New York. News that the U.S. 
ad minis tration was able to meet its debt obligations by 
tapping the Social Security Fund, lent support to the dollar. 
The dollar also benefited from the Federal Open Market 
Committee’s decision to leave its monetary policy un- 
changed. It also benefited from the-.French franc’s rise 
against the Deutschmark after the French government 
’approved a programme that aims at restructuring its social 
security and welfare programmes. 

The U.S. unit appreciated against the yen and sterling 
Thursday, while depreciating against mark. The dollar rose 
on the back of U.S. bond and stock market rallies due to 
renewed optimism that the U.S. administration and the- 
Congress will reach an agreement to resolve the budget 
deficit dispute. Reports indicated that the dollar also rose 
against the yen on news that the Japanese government is 
considering procedures to reorganise domestic capital flows 
abroad. 

The dollar continued its appreciation against other major 
currencies at the end of the week. The dollar rose as 
sterling rumbled against the mark to breach a low of 2.17 
marks. Reports indicated that comments by the Bank of 
England governor, who spoke favourably about the current 
policy of setting inflation targets, were interpreted by 
traders as a sign the British interest rates are heading 
lower. Sterling also came under pressure as traders feared 
that the upcoming British budget plan will include huge tax 
reductions. 

The U.S. unit, thus, ended the week at 1.4073 marks, 
102.15 yen and at S1.5433 to sterling. 
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Mr. Jweibcr said. 

U.S. Lockheed Maitin 
Corp. which won j contract 
List month to study the feasi- 
bility of expanding Aqaba 
airport for joint use with 
Israel, would finish within six 
months. 

Other infrastructure 
schemes include JD 1 million 


(SI. 4 million) plan to rejs- 
phalt ihe northern runway at 
Queen Alia Airport in line 
with recommendations made 
by the Montreal-based Inter- 
national Civil Aviation Orga- 
nisation. 

A new meteorological sys- 
tem project worth 530. (km 
dinars (S74S.587) was 


awarded io rhe French com- 
pany Sofreavia. with a com- 
pletion target by year end. to 
assist flight plans. 

Jordanian officials said an 
aviation accord with Israel to 
allow direct air links under a 
1904 peace treaty will he 
signed soon alter both coun- 
tries worked out its details. 
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A review of news from the Arabic press . 
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New share issues at AFM’s primary market deciine 


NEW SHARE issues 2 r the primary- 
market of the Amman Financial Marker 
retreated by 34. S per cent as their rota! during 
the first nine months of this y ear amounted io 
JD 246.5 million compared to JD 37ft. 2 
million during the same period of last year. 
Newly-established companies accounted for 
most of the activity at the primary marker 
having issued JD 194 million worth of shares, 
or 78.7 of the total new issues. Established 
companies issued at total of 52.4 million new 
shares, valued at JD 42.6 million, to finance 


expansion plans and consolidate the capita i 
base. The activity at the seixmdan market 
was slightly less as the trading \ ohsme during 
the first nine months of this y ear amounted to 
JD 3,123 million compared to JD 3.215.6 
during the same period of Iasi year despite the 
rise in the book value of the total shares from 
registration of new companies and entry new 
shares. In 1994. the total value of issues at rhe 
primary market stood at j record JD 484.5 
mi//ion. 60 per cent of the total issues since 
the AFM was established in 19?S iAi Ra'il. 


If you are flying BA 
let us drive you to the airport. 


^X Aboard British A hy^Z 





At British Airways we take care of you in the sky and on the ground. 
Our shuttle bus service is available free of charge tor all BA customers. 
The bus awaits you at the Amman Marriott Hotel 
and drops you off at Queen Alia Internationa! airport. 

Call 828801, or your travel agent for more information 
on this special service. 


V 


British Airways 


The world’s hivouriu- airlim.-. 







S£ DA JAN I 

4lr JEWELLERS 


Gems of the world . All birthstones in 18 & 21 K gold . Unique designs 


Amra Hotel Shops | 
6 th‘circle."Amman . 'j 



Furnished Apartment 
For Rent . 

In Um Uthaina, 3 
bedrooms, 3 bathrooms,, 
ground floor, telephone. 
Other apartments andi 
villas * 

Fumlshed/unfumlshed for • 
rent or sale 

Abdoun Real Estate 

TeL- 810605, 810609, 810520 



STUDIO 

Profmionil 
1 Hour Service 

Develop your colour film u 
our ibop and gec- 

• JUMBO pkmtm 
Mam 30% 


Ffmm aalarg*- 

20 x 30 cm 



A SECURE 

Hotel 

Swelflyeh 



JJ.TELl 

^ -SECURITY 
^■HOSPITAL ITY 
^GASTRONOMY 


All Suites Hotel 

FLAT -O. TEL 
A 4.-J&A ai A 

!3a1b> y i lc AjSjU 

863944 - 816690 



am; 

MING-SHING 
Chinese Restaurant 

l The Best Cooking. 

Best Service, 

Best Atmosphere fin Amman 
Deir Ghbar - American 
Embassy Str. near BaytuntQ 
Housing Estate 
Open from: 

12 noon - &JV pjm 
9:90 - 1109 pun. 


I 




SZECHWAN KARBENS 
CHINESE RESTAURANT 


Cfmlia-SJUUB- 

Tifct away to m lli l Wi 

srur AMnbJStmt 

On uwi n Commmr M CM* 

TeL D01174 
Imlutri 8Mpuu4 


ie 



o 


in 


NOUROZ Restaurant 3 

AWAimmiM CWi ,S 

Tab 642830 : o 

wAumm ovnuK^ nkwi Q 
THE UmUttOmHUBSTAL 


J.‘Ay|WyYA A mnVW i‘ir rr riT- tr ■' rrt x.. . . . 

si FOR YOUR H 

: Advertisement I 


THE FIRST & ONLY 


FRESH PORK MEA T 
.IN FUHAIS 



- DAILY SLAUGHTER AT 
OUR FARM 

-FRESH CUTS TO YOUR 
TASTE. 

FOR INOUIUES^CALLj 
(073)28876 SHOP OH BB4023 OFFICE 


a * **** * 
&edieu*sicc*i£ 

"Teppanyaki 
Sashimi 
* Sushi 


For Res. 812997-814113 
Mecca St. DaoucJ Center 


For Rent 


_ Deluxe Furnished J 
Sand Unfurnished £ 

1 — u 

o o| 

fi- Villas apartments 

Sand office Space § 

£E CL 

0T0 Suit all Budgets o 

681113 688816 

For Rent - For Rent 



Jordan 
Sfi Times 


. ; v :-,s ';vt!A • 

xstst Call tel: 



J 667171 ext. 223 § 


DOLLAR 


R ENT A CAR 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 

Shmeisani 
Tel: 6 93399 


P' HiNARil 

ij>X I 




'ANABEL 

REAL ESTATE 


FOR RFIVF 


Deluxe Villas 
& Appartments 
in Amman 


for fiirtherdctaife please call 

Tel. 864230 
Fax. 864231 


Uilla 

For Sale' 
or Rent 
In Abdoun 

1300 m2 

el 63264: 


Ifwi sfct&ac U jtmwa 

/ 



\ 

/ 


CrystaL 


IVSTAl 

▼ 

Quality Furnished Suites 


One and Two Bedrooms 
Reasonable Rates For 
Short or Long Stay 


rrejuaear- 

Mlla 

D’ANGELO 




CKOWM HOT; 

«« P001 
•SAU11A & JACDZD 
'HISS Ml 

mm 

TEL 758180' 

605843.690157 : 
RADIO & TV STATION RD.< 



AUTHENTIC 
[ITALIAN RESTAURANT i 
Jabal Amman 
Tel 63S212 

Air-conditions J Lounge 


/TN 



Abdoun - To! 2 819564 
Mobil Phone * (079) 25039 


No 311 


Aucomacic Juice 
EXTRA CTOR 

ON SALE AT T*lr 812105- 827455 
B1BB64 • 698015 - 6441 13 - 864098 
858201 - 639711 - 813000 - 813250 ^ 


ASSARAYA 

Rent a car £ 

Head Office 

Tel. 06-684771 / Fax 684973 
Aqaba Office 
Tel. 03-316265 / Fax 316265 
Emergency Call 2< Hours 
079/21526 

Shnusanl King AMuiian Camens 


''ioc-fiatm 

junior 

MaxMara 

spoRrmx 

Sandra 

Boutique 

Jordan Insurance Bldg. 
Third Circle 

Tel. 647800 


{fine J%rt ojDtulum Cooking 



Jjunch & Winner 
/jahalJZrtmm 
^•654202 -654500 j 
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Graf, Huber set up all-German final 


NEW YORK (R) — Three- 
lime champion Steffi Graf 
restored some semblance of 
■protocol to the upset-ravaged 
VVTA Tour championships 
on Saturday with a straight 
sets semifinal victory over 
Natasha Zvereva of Belarus. 

Despite a brief concentra- 
tion lapse early in the second 
set. the top-seeded world 
number one needed just 62 
minutes to end the giant kil- 
ler run of the feisty Zvereva 
n-4. 0-3 and set up the first 
all-German final in the his- 
tory of the season-ending 
championships against I2rh- 
ranked Anke Huber. 

Huber played a near- 
perfect match and did a su- 
perb job of handling the big- 
gest serve in women's tennis 
to blitz 14th-ranked Brenda 
3ehultz-McCarthy of the 
letherlands 6-3. 6-3. also in 


■?2 minutes. 

“She always returns my 
.rve pretty well. I knew this 
■as coming,” said Schultz- 
'IcCarthy. who upset 
eventh seed Magdalena 
Maleeva and second seed 
Conchita Martinez to reach 
. he semifinals. "She reads my 
serve pretty good or she just 
guesses right.” 

Huber, who committed 
:*t one unforced error in the 
•'irst set. held Schultz- 
McCarthy to two aces in the 
ccond set after the Dutch- 
woman had drilled 10 in (he 
nxst — the fastest clocked at 
1 1 4 miles per hour ( IS3 kph). 

"At the beginning i just 
looked back at them and 
didn’t know where they 
went." Huber said of her 
opponent’s booming deliv- 


"8ut I just got used to it 
2 nd I got better and better," 
idded Huber, who picked off 
'•.•urth seed Mary Pierce and 
J xtJi seed Kimiko Date to 
each the final four. 

Saturday's action marked 
.he first time since the 
■oumament adopted its pre- 
.-.cnt 16-player format in 1983 
.-.'.at three unseeded players 
: cached the semifinals. 

But Graf made quite sure 
.hat there would be no all- 
ur.seeded final with her im- 
pressive win over doubles 
star and singles upstart 


Zvereva. 

The 15th-ranked Zvereva 
surprised even herself by up- 
setting Third seed Arantxa 
Sanchez Vicario in the first 
round, then had the audacity 
to pick off New York crowd 
favourite Gabriela Sabatini. 
the fifth seed and defending 
champion, to reach the 
semis. 

Graf, however, raised her 
career record against 
Zvereva to a perfect 15-0 and 
will face a third consecutive 
opponent who has never 
beaten her in Huber. 

Graf is 9-0 against Huber 
and now 13-0 against quarter- 
final victim Mary Joe Fernan- 
dez. 

Still, the German star, who 
will go for her ninth title of 
the year Sunday, insisted she 
did not take Zvereva lightly. 

"She's had a great tourna- 
ment. She was somebody I 
definitely had to watch out 
for," said Graf, who won this 
event in 1987, 1989 and 1993. 

Although she lost a service 
game for the first time in the 
tournament. Graf was again 
extremely effective from the 
service line. 

"It's very hard to read 
where's she's going to serve 
the ball because of the high 
toss." said a cheerful 
Zvereva, who said that she 
did not sleep at all following 
her big win Friday night over 
Sabatini. 

And then there is Grafs 
vaunted forehand to deal 
with. 

‘■Her forehand is a bullet 
and for me to try to get every 
single ball to her backhand, 
.it's very hard,” Zvereva said. 

Graf, who drilled 28 win- 
ners to just nine for Zvereva,, 
took the first set on the 
strength of a single service 
break in the third game. 

In the second set however. 
Zvereva managed to break 
Graf in the second game and 
then held her own serve at 
love with the help of two- of 
her five aces for a 3-0 lead. 

“1 lost a little bit of concen- 
tration in the beginning of the 
second set,” said the French 
Open. Wimbledon and U.S. 
Open champion. 

Unfortunately for 
Zvereva, that just made the 
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THE UNITED NATIONS RELIEF & 
WORKS AGENCY FOR PALESTINE 
REFUGEES IN THE NEAR EAST 

Is recruiting at its Headquarters in Amman: 

Head, Social Services, Grade: 18. (VN#HQ(A) 51/95) 
Fixed Term Three Years. 


(Monthly take home pay about JD 813 plus dependency 
allowance; plus monthly provident fund JD 1 65 payable at 
end of service: compulsory medical insurance.) 
DUTIES: The incumbent of this post is the agency’s senior 
social development professional, reporting directly to the 
Director of Relief and Social Services, managing a team of 
three social development experts at Headquarters and 
technically responsible for developmental social welfare 
programmes and projects implemented by field staff in 
Jordan. Lebanon, the Syrian Arab Republic and the 
Palestinian Territories of the West Bank and Gaza. The 
social services programme includes community develop- 
ment and institution building: poverty alleviation: women 
in development: community-based rehabilitation and in- 
tegration of persons with disabilities: and family casework. 
The Head of the Social Services Office is responsible for 
input into policy formulation: situation analyses and needs 
assessments: appropriate strategies and specific objectives; 
technical guidelines for policy implementation; training of 
soda! workers and programme managers in the five field 
offices: indicators for programme monitoring; and evalua- 
tion of programme impact and achievement. S/he co- 
ordinates with other UNRWa programmes and inter- 
governmental and non-governmental partners in joint 
social development ventures, and represents the Agency at 
relevant United Nations and other professional confer- 
ences. Administratively, s/he is responsible for the office 
budget, and advises on staffing. Logistical and other 
resource needs. 

QUALIFICATION REQUIRED: University degree in so- 
cial welfare related field, with spedal emphasis on the 
application of sodal work insights and methodologies to 
developmental programmes, with at least ten years experi- 
ence in applying that knowledge, including: 1) Practical 
experience in planning, implementation and evaluation in 
one or more of the following sectors: community develop- 
ment and institution building, poverty alleviation, rehabi- 
litation and integration of the disabled, developmental 
women's programmes: and in training local counterparts to 
run such programmes. 2) At least five years in a senior 
supervisory capacity in a large international, governmental 
or non-govemmental organization promoting developmen- 
tal sodal services. Excellent command of written and 
spoken English and Arabic and first-rate communication 
skills. 

DESIRABLE QUALIFICATIONS: Thorough knowledge 
of the Near East environment and cultures; post-graduate 
degree or diploma directly relevant to one or more aspects 
of the sodal services listed above; computer literacy, will 
be required to travel extensively in the Agency’s area of 
operations in the Near East. 

Candidates are requested to submit a detailed UNRWA 
Personal History Form not later than 30 November 1995 to: 


The Office of the Coordinator 
Attention: Personnel Officer 
UNRWA Headquarters A mman 
P.O.Box 140157 (Wadi Seer) 
Amman 11814 Jordan 
Tel: 826171, Fax: 864151 


Full consideration will be given io disabled candidates 
whose disability does not mitigate against effective 
performance of the job. Prionty will be given to fully 
i qualified registered Palestinians. UNRWA welcomes ap- 
j plications equally from men and women. 



England 

win world 
squash 
team 
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Premier League’s 1 st ,<,311 
leg nears end t 


By a Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


trophy 


Anke Huber 


26-year-old top seed angry. 

"I didn’t get nervous at all, 
*1 got upset with myself." said 
Graf, who raised her 1995 
match record to 47-2. 

And an upset Graf is a 
dangerous Graf. From 0-3 
down, she roared through the 


next six games, losing a total 
of just six points along the 
way. 

While Huber was delighted 
to reach the final, she didnot 
sound much like someone 
planning a victory celebration 
— or even like someone who 


still had another match to 
play. 

>: i had a great tourna- 
ment,” said the 20-year-old 
Huber. 

“I’ll just try to play good 
tennis again and 1 have no- 
thing to lose." 


Blackburn cut down Forest 


LONDON (AFP) — Pre- 
miership leaders Newcastle 
had to scramble a 1-1 draw 
with .Aston Villa on Satur- 
day. but champions Black- 
bum ended 10-man Notting- 
ham Forest's 25-match un- 
beaten run with a sensational 
7-0 thrashing. 


And on derby day in Lon- 
don and Merseyside. Sprus 
beat Arsenal 2-1 at White 
Hart Lane and Liverpool suf- 
fered a shock 2-1 defeat to 
Everton at Anfield. 

Newcastle, who came into 
the game with U wins, one 
draw and one defeat, were 
dominated in the first half at 
Villa Park. 

Tommy Johnson scored in 
the 22nd minute, connecting 
with Mark Draper’s cross, 
and only Newcastle's second 
defeat of the season loomed 
large. 


But Les Ferdinand, over- 
looked by Terry Venables for 
England’s midweek victory 
over Switzerland, chased and 
scored in the 58th minute 
after a massive clearance 
from Magpies goalkeeper 
Shaka Hislop. 


Blackburn may be an ob- 
ject of ridicule in the Cham- 
pions League, and midtable 
in rhe Premiership, but 
Forest were shell-shocked by 
a hat-trick from Alan Shearer 
and also finished the match 
with 10 men. 

Shearer, who has gone a 
year without scoring for Eng- 
land. got the first and was 
soon followed by Lars 
Bohinen — the Norwegian 
who Rovers bought from 
Forest for a snip last month. 

Shearer added his second 
from 12 yards out and then 
completed the hat-trick, with 
his 18th of the season before 
Bohinen got his second. 

Mike Newell bundled the 
ball over the line in the S2nd 
minute and Graeme Le Sauz 
completed the rout in the 
90th as Rovers fans had a* day 
to remember. 

Forest’s misery was com- 
pounded by having defender 
Sieve Chetile sent off in the 
second half. 

Manchester United utterly 
destroyed Southampton with 
a three-goal blitz in the first 
eight minutes at Old Traf- 
ford. They ran out 4-1 win- 


ners and-cut Newcastle’s lead 
at the top from eight to six 
points. 

Welsh wizard Ryan Giggs 
had United 1-0 up 3fter only 
14 seconds and then 2-0 up 
after four minutes, finishing a 
40-yard run with a superb 
chip. 


United, unbeaten at home 
for 11 months in the Pre- 
miership, were then 3-0 up 
after Eric Cantona flicked the 
ball on and Paul Schoies con- 
verted from 10 yards as the 
Red Devils went on rhe ram- 


page. 

Andy Cole added the 
fourth in the second half, 
while Neil Shipperley pulled 
one back for the Saints. 

Ukrainian Andrei Kan- 
chelskis was Everton’s hero, 
scoring his first goals for his 
new club against their 
Merseyside rivals. 


CAIRO (R) — England 
overpowered holders Pakis- 
tan to win the World Mens 
Team Squash Championships 
on Saturday despite a com- 
manding performance by 
world number one Jansher 
Khan. 

Jansher pulled Pakistan 
back into the reckoning with 
a clinical 9-2, 9-5.. 9-4 defeat of 
fifth-ranked Simon Parke af- 
ter Del Harris brushed aside 
Zarak Jahan Khan 9-1. 9-2. 
9-2. 

But Mark Chaloner made 
sure of victory for the third 
seeds in the deciding match, 
beating Mir Zaman Gul 9-1. 
9*3. 1 0-9 in another onesided 
confrontation to topple the 
1993 champions. 

Gul sparked briefly in the 
final game, saving two match 
points and then serving for 
the game before hitting an 
attempted drop-shot into the 
tin to give Chaloner the 
match and bring the England 
team celebrating on the 
court. 

But it was Jansher's match 
which had earlier brought the 
final to life. 

Urged on by flag-waving, 
cheering supporters, the 
seven-times world champion 
had Parke scampering all 
around the court in a series of 
long., energy-sapping rallies. 

Parke surrendered the first 
game 9-2 with a handful of 
unforced errors and then fell 
behind 6-0 in the second. 

He forced his way back 
into contention, chasing 
down every ball, to recover 
to 6-5 after one marathon 
rally which lasted 1 10 shots. 
But Jansher. using his deadly 
drop-shot sparingly and 
wearing him down with long 
rallies to the back of the 
court, finally took the 40- 
minute game 9-5. 

Jansher then raced on to 
take the third game 9-4. 
wrong-footing Parke at least 
four times as the Englishman 
visibly tired. 

"I don’t' think t madfe a 
mistake in the whole march. T 
just decided to be careful," 
Jansher said. “I didn’t think 
it would be easy, but I was 
pretty sure I'd win." 

Earlier, hosts Egypt com- 
pounded the misery of losing 
semifinalists and top seeds 
Australia by pushing them 
into fourth place with a 2-1 
victory. 

Eighteen-year-old Ahmed 
Barada drew first blood for 
Egypt, beating Brett Martin 
9-3, 6-9, 9-6, 9-3. 

Egyptian captain Amir 
Wagih then twice came from 
behind to take his match with 
Rodney Eyles to a deciding 
fifth game. 

Eyles, who early in the 
match was picking easy win- 
ners off Wagih’s serve, never 
got started in the final game 
and Wagih overpowered him 
9-0 as the home supporters 
roared their approval for ev- 
ery point Wagih won. 


AMMAN - The Premier League soccer competition 
entered is tenth week Sunday with AlHi^rn andAi 
Ramtha topping the 12-team standings mth 18 ppmge» 
The leaders have now tied on overall points after five 
wins, three draws and one loss each. > 

A1 Ramtha celebrated after their 2-1 win qwt iotm 
champions A1 Faisali while A1 Hussein were held to a 2-2 


draw with lowly Al Baqaa. ..... «« 

The highest score m the past week was Al Ahii s 83) 

* . n ...kn hoim iwt to 9 


ine nignesi scvic m , — . 

thrashing of newcomers Russeifa who have yet to score a 


WU]( 

Al Ahli remained in 9th place and tan now begin to 
improve their standing, while Al Russeifa have the worst 
scoring record at >40 and will next face Al 1 Faisali. 

Titleholders Al Wihdat dropped down to fourth after 
their last-minute 2-2 draw with Kufrsoum. Meanwhile, Al 
Qadissieh moved to thh-d after a 2-0 win over 11th placed 
Al Jalil. Sahab and Jazireh’s standings remained un- 
changed after their 2-2 draw. Sahab will next have a tough 
match with Al Ramtha. 


Schedule of 10th week 

* Ahli vs Baqaa 

* Hussein vs Wihdat 

* Kufrsoum vs JalO 

* Jaadrefa vs Qadissieh 

* Faisali vs Russeifa 

* Ramtha vs Sahab 


STANDINGS AFTER 9TH WEEK ;■ 

p W P L GF GA pts a 


Hussein 

Ramtha 


Wihdat 

Jazirefa 

Kufrsoam 

Faisali 


14 8 

16 13 


13 14 

6 14 


15 121 


Ahfi 

Sahab 

JalO 

Rnssdfah 


8 20 

8 40 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Schumacher’s brother wins race 


MACAU (R) — Germany's. Ralf Schumacher, younger 
brother of Formula One world champion Michael, cruised 
to victory in the 42nd Macau Formula I Three Grand Prix 
on Sundav after a 14-car crash hud disrupted the event. The 
30-lap race was halted shortly after the start of leg two 
because of a big pile-up on Macau's tricky 6.2-km Guia 
circuit. No-one was hurt and the leg was restarted with 17 
of the 29 cars. But it was stopped again when dusk fell and 
organisers of the race, which brought together the winners 
of all six Formula three races this “season. ruled that the 
results of the first leg would stand alone. Shumacher, six 
years younger than his more famous brother at 20, finished 
6.323 seconds ahead of second-placed Italian Jamo Trulli. 
The accident happened when Argentine Norberto Fonta- 


na, who eventually .placed fifth, drove into a barricade after 
1 a sharp tufrrt at SanTraricisco Hill. His car overturned when 


defending -champiomSascha Maassen of Germany rammed 
into himT Other cars piled into the two vehicles. 


Paulus in Pattaya final 


PATTAYA (AFP) — Top seed Barbara Paulus of Austria 
will meet China's Qian Yijing in the final of the Pattaya 
WTA women's tennis tournament. Paulus beat Rita 
Grande of Italy 6-4 7-5 in the semi-finals. Qian beat Japan's 
Naoko Kijimuta in three sets. Doubles top seeds Jill 
Hetherington of Canada and Kristine Radford of Australia 
had a walkover into the final after Kijimuta fell ill and 
failed to show with fellow Japanese partner Rika Hiraki. 
Hetherington and Radford will play Japan’s Nana Miyaki 
and Australia's Kristin Godridge. 
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Arab Clubs Table Tennis Championship- 

Amman bow out to Tunisian champs 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Mif.m Time* Stuff Reptmer 

AMMAN — Ahli clubs 
from Egypt. Qatar and 
Saudi Arabia remained in 
[he lead and continued their 
impressive form as the 
Arab Clubs Table Tennis 
Championship concluded 
its third day Sunday. 

In the women's competi- 
tion. titleholdcrs Al Ahli 
continued their unbeaten 
streak by eliminating Al 
Orthodoxi 3-0 in Sunday's 
evening mutch. Earlier in 
the day. Al Ahli' overcame 
Jordons Amman Club 3-1. 
Jordan's Nadia Ra&had and 
Alia Tufaha won the dou- 
bles but conceded the 
match ro the eventual win- 
ners who are on their way 
iu their fourth title (see 
separate story below). 

In Sunday's last women’s 
match Jordan's Amman 
Cub gave Tunisia's Bcnzart 
j bard time before bowing 
out 3-2. 

Benzart's hopes for the 
tide were almost clashed by 
Al Zamalek who had won 
3-0 earlier in the day. Al 
Zamalek also beat Homenr- 
inen with the same result in 
the evening match. 


Competition wav also 
high tn i he Uonicntmcn 
1 1 vb.uion )-( )n hixloxi (J,»r- 
dan) match in which Leba- 
non's No. j JiK-elyn Track 
heat Gh.ldir Anurch and 
Rania Attyal in the two 
singles matches. The dou- 
hlev match was an exciting 
one. with Lebanon's IV 
year-old Lisa Barikyan dis- 
playing the form of a future 
champion .i> she teamed up 
with Track who seemed to 
lose concentration in the 
third game of the match. 
Afiyat sealed her teams' 
win with powerful displays. 
Amtreh later beat Barikyan 
in the singles to secure' Al 
Onhodoxi’s first victory. 

In the men's matches. 
Egypt's Al Ahli continued 
their impressive results de- 
feating Al Orthodox i 3-0 
while compatriots Al 
Zamalek beat Lebanon's Al 
Ma'ni with the same result. 

Kuwait's Al Jahra beat 
Palestine 3-1 while Jordan's 
Al Jazireh lost a crucial 
match 3-2 to Qatar's Al 
Ahli. 

The 16 teams represent- 
ing the top players of eight 
countries will have a rest on 
Monday. 

Only the top two teams 
of each group in rhe men's 


compel i! ion wit) advance to 
the semifinal round. 

Group A includes Ahli ot 
Egypt. Jordan's Al Ortho- 
doxi. Saudi Arabia's Al 
Ahli. Kuwait's Al Jahra and 


A| Majma' Al IsLimi «f 
Palestine. 

Group U includes Al 
Zninalek ot Egypt. Qatar's 
Al Ahli. Al Ma'ni ol Leba- 
non. Jordan's Al Jazireh 
and Al Khartoum ol Sudan. 


St and i n gs alter Sunday's evening session 


Women's Teams W L Cl' CA Pis . 

A Ui (Egypt) 4 — 12 I K 

Zunlrfc (Egypt) 3 19 3b 

Smart (Tinisa) 3 I 9 ft b 

Amman I Jordan) I 3 6 10 2 

Orthodox! Jordu] 1 3 5 112 

BocnmUm ( Lebanon) 4 2 2 — 

Men's teams standings after Sunday's morning session 

Group A 


AM) iLnypt) 

AMI iSuiKll Arabia) 
Jahra' (Kuwaiti 
Orthodox) (Jordan) 
Palestine 

Group B 

‘Ahli fQaur) 
Zamakfc (Egypt! 
Jazireh (Jordan) 
Ma'ni (Lebanon) 
Khartoum (Sudan) 


Al Ahli set to retain title against expectations 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Although mis- 
sing the input of two of 
their top players, women's 
titleholdcrs Ai Ahli of 
Egypt are dealing very well 
with the pressure to retain 
their fourth consecutive ti- 
tle. 

Al Ahli Sunday remained 
the only unbeaten team in 
the tournament, and judg- 
ing by their results they 
seem well on their way to- 
wards eventual victory at 
the fifth women Arab Clubs 
Table Tennis Cham- 
pionship. 

The fact that A! Ahli 


have come to Amman with 
a new team and are current- 
ly in a transitional phase 
had led other teams, espe- 
cially compatriots Al 
Zamalek and Tunisia's 
Benzart, to be hopeful (his 
year would be- their turn. 

Al Ahli were the undis- 
puted champions in three 
out of the past four 
women's championships. 
This year they are proving 
they still are a powerful 
team. Al Ahli beat Al 
Zamalek 3-0 on the opening 
day and will play Benzart 


Tuesday. Benzart’s confi- 
dence was shaken with their 
3-0 loss to Al Zamalek Sun- 
day. 

In an interview with the 
Jordan Times. Al Ahli's 
coach Ahmad Nasir seemed 
confident and happy with 
his team's results. 

“When we first came to 
this championship. 1 
thought a third place finish 
would be satisfying. 
However, our players did 
better than expected’ and 
we are now hopefully play- 
ing for the title." 


Nasir explained that Al 
Ahli were this time repre- 
sented by a new lineup. 
"Our No. ! player. Arab 
champion Nihai Mishref is 
expecting a baby any time 
(his week, and Wisam 
Abdul Fatah is sidelined 
with injury. So. taking into 
consideration our new play- 
ers' lack of experience. I am 
very optimistic." 


Becker 
* blasts 
Chang 


6ifering 
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FRANKFURT (AFP) — 
Boris Becker roared back 
from 2-5 down in the opening 
set to crush Michael Chang 
7-6 (7-3J, 6-0, 7-6 (7-5) and 
win the $3.3 million ATP 
Tour championship for the 
second time Sunday. 

The 27-year-old thrilled a 
9,000 crowd at the Festhalie 
with a superb display against 
Chang which earned the Ger- 
man a year-end No. 4 compu- 
ter ranking. 

Becker added a second 
Frankfurt title jo the Masters 
crown he won in 1988 at the 
season wrapup. The treble 
Wimbledon champion and 
tennis icon in his home coun- 
try added 1 .225 million to his 
bank account in prize money. 

Chang saved the first of 
two match points for Becker 
when the German slapped a 
forehand out. But on the next 
point. Becker fired ovct his 
24th ace of the afternoon to 
clinch victory. 

Chang and Becker will 
change places in Monday's 
year-end computer rankings, 
with the American dropping 
to fifth in the world. Pete 
Sampras, Andre Agassi and 
French Open holder Thomas 
Muster finish 1995 as the top 
three on the tour. 

Becker found it difficult to 
get started as Chang broke 
for 2-0 in the opening set of 
the best-of-five sets title 
match. But the German 
Quickly found his groove 
breaking back for 4-5 and 
taking the opening set on a 
tiebreaker. 

From then on, Becker was 
unstoppable, faring over a 
service winner on his first set 
point. He swept through the 
second set to love against a 
frustrated Chang and was un- 
troubled in the third on hts| 
way u> victory in two hours, 
16 minutes. 


DRIVER LOOKING FOR A JOB 

A 42-year old-driver, who supports a family, is 
looking for a full time or part-time driver job with 
a family, embassy or company, with or 
.without nis car. He speaks English 
Please call Ismail, tel. 604460 Amman 


FOR SALE 

SUZUKI VITARA 1993, ROYAL BLUE 
COLOUR, 23,232 KM., CONVERTIBLE 
(WHITE CANVAS TOP), AUTOMATIC, 
A/C, STEREO CASSETTE RECORDER. 
(LIKE NEW). 

TEL: 652415 -6 
(9:00 A.M. - 6:00 P.M.) JIHAD 


Magic lose Hardaway and Grant 


MIAMI (K) -- Ilk- Orlando 
Magic Itrsi more Hi. in «.inic 
on S.ilurd.i) rtight uv Him ho 
Odes' r hree- pointer with 21* 

seconds to pi, iv titled the 

Miami Meat to a 93-9(1 victory 
over the Magic, who lost 
penny Hardaway and Horace 
Gr.ini io to knee injuries 

Haiduwuy and Grant mis- 
sed the tinul 3:15 alter they 
were hurl in a loose-ball 
scramble that involved six 
players. Grant injured his left 
knee and was taken out on a 
portable stretcher while 
Hardaway, who scored IK 
points, left with a muscle 
crump in his right leg. 

Dennis Scott, who scored 
.22 points, hit two key boskets 
to give Orlando a 9H-K7 lead 
with 2:32 to play. 

Billy Owens finished with 
2(J points and Alonzo Mourn- 
ing added 19 far Miami, 
which also got 16 points and 
12 rehounds from Kevin Wil- 
lis. 

Orlando reserve Joe Wolf 
added 16 points, including 10 
in the fourth quarter, on K-of- 
y shooting for Orlando. 

“It was special to beat 
rhem the w3y they beat us." 
said Coles, referring to Hard- 
away's layup with 1 .2 seconds 
left in Orlando's 94-93 win on 
November ! Ith. “It hurt me 
in the heart. Hopefully, this 
will hurt them the same 
way." 

At Indiana, Reggie Miller 
scored 15 of his season-high- 
35 points in the third quarter 
us the Pacers downed the 
Seattle Supersonics 118-104. 

Shawn Kemp had 2? 


points, 12 rehounds and nine 
assists for the Somes, who 
dropped their fourth straight 
at Indiana. 

The Pacers trailed 5ft- 52 at 
halftime but began the third 
period with a 20-5 hurst, in- 
cluding seven by Miller 

Al Cleveland. Terrell 
Brandon scored 26 points, 
including a jumper with 1:48 
to play that snapped a tic anJ 
lifted the Cavaliers to a 93-90 
victory over the Detroit Pis- 
tons. 

Chris Mills added 20 for 
the Cavs. who have won 
hack-to-back games after an 
0-7 start and captured their 
first home game in four tries. 

Hill finished with 24 points 
and Houston added 15 for 
Detroit, which dropped its 
eighth straight game at 
Cleveland. 

At Washington, rookie 
Damon Stoudamire scored 23 
points, including a 14-footer 
with two seconds left that 
lifted the Toronto Raptors to 
the:' first road win in franch- 
ise history, a 103-102 victory 
over the Bullets. 

Alvin Robcrston added 22 


points for Toronto, which 
blew an lK-point lead before 
pulling out the victory. 

Juwon Howard finished 
with 25 points and pack 
added 20 for the Bullets, who 
lost a chance to win when 
Calhert Chcanev saw his 14- 
font jumper bounce off the 
nm at the Buzzer. 

At New Jersey. Armun 
Gilliam scored 24 points and 
grubbed 11 rebounds as the 
Nets routed the Philadelphia 
76ers 95-79. 

Kesin Edwards scored 13 
points and P.J. Brown added 
11 for New Jersey, which 
improved to 4-t) at Brendan 
Byrne Arena. 

Clarence Weatherspoon 
scored 17 points and Jerry 
Stackhouse added 16 for Phi- 
ladelphia (2-o). which has 
lost four straight by a com- 
bined Kh points. 

In Houston. Clyde Drexler 
scored J7 of his 21 points in 
the second half, including a 
key three-point play late in 
the game, as the Rockets 
defeated the Denver Nuggets 
101-97 to extend their win- 
ning streak to four games. 


Cleveland 

NBA 

93 

results 

Detroit 

90 

Indiana 

118 

Seattle 

104 

Miami 

93 

Orlando 

90 

Toronto 

103 

Washington 

102 

Utah 

126 

Minnesota 

102 

New Jersey 

95 

Philadelphia 

79 

Houston 

101 

Denver 

97 

Boston 

99 

Milwaukee 

93 

San Antonio 

109 

Charlotte 

107 

Phoenix 

107 

Portland 

102 

Golden State 

121 

Dallas 

108 


Robert Horry scored 22 
points for Houston. Bryant 
Stitch scored 17 points and 
Dtkembe Muiopiho added 15 
for Denver. 

In San Antonio. Sean 
Elliott hit two free throws 
with four seconds remaining 
as the Spurs handed the 
Charlotte Hornets their 
fourth straight loss 109-107. 

Elliott finished with 21 
points and David Robison 
added 27 points and 14 re- 
bounds. 

Charlotte's Dell Curry 
sank three free throws with 
20 seconds to play, tying the 
game 107-107. Larry Johnson 
missed a 20-footer from the 
right of the key as time ran 
out. 

Johnson scored 2S points. 
Curry added 21 and Kendall 
Gill had 11 points. 12 assists 
and 10 rebounds for the Hor- 
nets. 

In Milwaukee. Dino Radja 
scored 15 of his 21 points in 
the third quarters as the Bos- 
ton Celtics defeated the 
Bucks 99-93. 

Eric Williams and Sherman 
Douglas scored IS for Bos- 
ton. 

Vin Baker scored 26 points 
and grabbed nine rebounds 
and Glenn Robinson added 
22 for Milwaukee, which slip- 
ped to 2-6. 

In Phoenix. Wesley Person 
came off the bench to score 
26 points and Charles Barke- 
ly added 20 as the Suns beat 
the Portland Trail Blazers 
107-102. 


NEW FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, big salon, big 
kitchen, fireplace, telephone, separate 
central heating. Location: Between 
Rabieh and Gardens Street. 

Call Tel: 665611 


FOR SALE 

Duty Unpaid ( Blue Plates ) 
TOYOTA Corolla 1.3 in good condition, 
1991 model, less than 70,000 km. 

Price: JD 2,500. 

Please contact Dick Tel.: 681060 or 671653 


APARTMENTS FOR SALE 

Two unfurnished apartments for sale, first 
and second floors in Abdoun area. Each is 
165 sq. metres and both are north facing. 

3 bedrooms, individual central heating, 
elevator, off-street^arking etc. 

To view, please telephone 827045 
between 4 and 6 p.m. daily to arrange 
appointment. 


BRIGHT PROSPECTS 
AND 

NEW CHALLENGE 

Are you the person we are looking for? 

ROYAL JORDANIAN requires attractive, dynamic and energetic female 
cabin crew to operate on its modem fleet of aircraft Choosing this career is a 
personal commitment and dedication towards our passengers. 

Minimum age: 21-28 

Height: Minimum (160) cm. (Bare Foot). 

Weight: In proportion to height. 

Education: Minimum two years Diploma, preferably in Hotel Management, 

Tourism and Nursing. 

Very good command of written and spoken English 
language, Spanish, German, Italian, Greek and French 
is a plus. 

Candidate should be in excellent health and single. Please apply at:- 
Royal Jordanian 
Employment Office, 

7th floor, 

Housing Bank. 

who have previously applied need not apply again. 
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CINEM 

Ft 

A TEL: 634144 

iiladelphiA 

CINEMA TEL 699238 

PLAZA 

CINEMA TEL 677420 

CONCORD 

AMMOUN THEATRE 

TEL: 6IH274 - 61S275 

Nabii & Hisham's Theatre 
TEL: 625155 

Kevin Costner 
in 

WATERWORLD 

Shows: 1230, 3:30. 6:00, 8:30, 10:45 

Denzel Washington 
Jene Hackman .... in 

CRIMSON TIDE 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 5, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 

CONCORD u 1" 

Sylvester Stallone.. in 

ASSASSINS 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6, 6:15, 10:30 

CONCORD m 2 m 

Adel Imam & Yusra 

Birds of the Darkness 

jShowr. 3:30, 6, 8:15, 10:15 

MUSA HIJAZIN 
“ Sumaa** 

-in 

Hi Citizen 

daily at 8:30 p.m. 
Written & directed by 
Mohammad Shawaqfeh 

In view of the travel 
of the actors abroad 
the theatre is closed 
until further notice 
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Afghan army, Taliban fight 


for fourth day near Kabul 


BAND-I-GHAZ1. Afghanis- 
tan (AFP) — Afghan state 
troops and the Taliban forces 
traded heavy missile, artillery 
and rocket fire for the fourth 
straight day east of Kabul on 
Sunday, amid contradictory 
claims' of the outcome. 

Kabul government officials 
said troops loyal to President 
Burhanuddin' Rahbani beat 
off the Taliban attempt to 
tighten their siege of the city. 

However, a spokesman for 
Taliban from the southwest- 
ern Pakistani city of Quetta 
denied the claim, saying the 
Taliban were firmly in con- 
trol of at least seven new 
positions they seized near 
Kabul from the government 
troops in two days of fighting 
on Friday and Saturday. 

But reporters saw that the 
village of Butkhak — eight 
kilometres from PuJ-i- 
Charkhi — which the Taliban 
sources had claimed was 
under their control, was Sun- 
day firmly in government 
hands and out of range even 
of rebel artillery. 

Had the Taliban claims 
been rrue. defence ministry 
sources here conceded that 
such a situation would have 
been "a disaster" for rfte 
government. 

They added that 24 Tali- 
bans were killed and 27 in- 
jured in the latest battle, 
while five government troop- 
ers were wounded. 

The government Sunday 
fired a constant barrage of 
Soviet-made BM 21 missiles. 


rockets and tank rounds at 
the Taliban — who were dug 
in seven kilometres south of 
this frontline position. 25 
kilometres southeast of 
Kabul. 

The Afghan air force aJso 
dropped cluster bombs on the 
Taliban positions as pan of 
the government counter- 
offensive following Thurs- 
day’s massive Taliban attack 
on the eastern flank of 
Kabul. 

The Islamist militia de- 
ployed 1.QQ0 men. up to 20 
tanks, and fired volleys of 
missiles and rockets at state 
soldiers, top military com- 
manders said. 

Tfie Taliban move was 
aimed at cutting round to the 
east of Kabul in a bid to gain 
a military and logistical 
stranglehold on the be- 
leaguered government of 
President Rabbani by 
broadening their month-old 
siege of Kabul, defence offi- 
cials said. 

The religious fighters Sun- 
day returned the government 
salvoes in fire fights .which 
had lasted through the night, 
as the battle entered its 
fourth consecutive day. milit- 
ary leaders said. 

The sound of frantic milit- 
ary activity dominated the 
government front lines as 
troops battled the stalled 
“religious students" Sunday. 

Nearby however, farmers 
continued to plough their 
fand with medieval equip- 
ment in this land weary from 


16 years of almost constant 
war. 

The defence ministry and 
military commanders say the 
Talibans seized eight 
kilometres of territory in 
their initial onslaught, but 
added that all but about two 
kilometres was won back ear- 
ly Saturday. 

A senior government com- 
mander stressing that a major 
Taliban offensive had been 
repulsed said “we are now 
forcing them to withdraw 
totally from ail positions they 
have occupied over the past 
days." 

"The enemy is still trying 
to resist but is weakening and 
is slowly withdrawing." a 
senior government comman- 
der. General Bismillah. said. 

In Pakistan Taliban 
spokesman Mohammad 
Afghani, said Rabbani troops 
tried to capture the Taliban 
positions but their two offen- 
sives were "repulsed." claim- 
ing to have crossed some of 
the hills overlooking Kabul 
including Butkhak ridges. 

*‘We have also captured 
some areas near the city's 
civilian airport." he said. But 
he admitted that Pul-i- 
Charkhi town was held by the 
other side. 

The Talibans, who have 
been besieging Kabul on 
three major fronts since 
October, have vowed to top- 
ple Rabbani's three -year-old 
government and to install 
Islamic law across the coun- 


try. 


Hamas forms political party 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — The 
Islamic Resistance Move- 
ment. Hamas, is preparing to 
set up a political party called 
the "Islamic National Salva- 
tion Party,” a senior official 
of the movement said Sun- 
day. 

"The Islamic National 
Salvation Party will be 
announced in the coming 
days.” said Ahmad AI Saha- 
ri. 

"This party is not coming 
from the Hamas movement 
but it will include ex- 
members of Hamas and will 
be qngn to all Palestinians 
including Christians, if they 
want." he told journalists at 
the Islamic University in 
Gaza, a stronghold of the 
militant movement. 

Another militant leader. 
Ahmad Bahr. refused to say 


whether the party would be 
linked to Hamas, the main 
opposition group to Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) leader Yasser Arafat 
and which has carried out 
dozens of attacks on Israelis 
in the past two years. 

"The creation of a political 
party could be announced in 
the coming days. It will be an 
Islamic party," Mr. Bahr told 
AFP. 

In a statement. Hamas re- 
peated it was boycotting the 
first Palestinian elections set 
for Jan. 20. 

•*We confirm that we will 
not be taking part and we call 
on all the Islamic and nation- 
al forces to boycott them.” 
the statement faxed to AFP 
said. 

"Hamas cannot accept the 
continuation of the occupa- 


tion and it will continue to 
resist it by all means at its 
disposal to expel the occu- 
piers and free the Palestinian 
land which has been 
violated.” 

Mr. Arafat has launched 
moves ro try to persuade 
Hamas to take pan in the 
elections and to make it give 
up its armed fight against the 
Israelis. 

Talks are due to take place 
soon but the two sides have 
not yet agreed whether they 
will be in Khartoum or Cairo . 
and Hamas has accused the 
self-rule authority of wasting 
rime. 

Mr. Arafat appealed Sun- 
day during a landmark visit to 
newly-autonomous Jenin on 
the West Bank for all Palesti- 
nians to take part in the 
elections. 


Libya to deport last 17,000 


Palestinians after 6 months 


CATRO {AFP) — Libya's 
Justice Minister Mohammad 
Hijazi said here Sunday that 
his country would deport its 
last 17.000 resident Palesti- 
nians after a six-month grace 
period. 

“There are intense con-_ 
sultations going on between 1 * 
Libya, the Arab League, and 
Palestinian Authority to set 
up during the six-month 
period a timetable for the 
return of the 17.000 Palesti- 
nians.” Mr. Hijazi said. 

Libyan leader Muammar 
Qadhafi granted the grace 


period in October, suspend- 
ing a wave of deportations 
which sent thousands of 
Palestinians out of their 
homes in Libya. 


stages and in cooperation 
with the league which is play- 
ing the role of a mediator” 
with the Palestinian self-rule 
authority. 


"The Libyan position 
stipulates that the Palesti- 
nians must return in stages 
once the six months set by 
■Qadhafi pass, and they must 
be given a choice of destina- 
tion," Mr. Hijazi said at. the 
Arab League headquarters in 
Cairo. 


Before the expulsion cam- 
paign was launched in 
September, some 30,000 
Palestinians lived in Libya. 


“Our country plans to re- 
patriate all the Palestinians in 


Mr. Qadhafi said he 
wanted to show up what he 
called the failure of PLO 
leader Yasser Arafat’s self- 
rule accords with Israel to set 
a viable homeland for the 
Palestinians. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Iraqi air force captain defects to Kuwait 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwaiti police arrested an 
Iraqi air force captain who defected to the 
Gulf state on Saturday, a newspaper reported 
on Sunday. Interior Ministry officials said 
they were checking the report and did not 
confirm or deny it. "Border security men at 
the ministry of interior arrested an Iraqi air 
force captain ... as he was attempting to 
infiltrate into the country.” s aid AJ Anbaa 
newspaper. The 35-year-old officer, who cros- 
sed the northern border of Kuwait wearing his 
military uniform, told investigators he de- 
fected due to "the tragic situation in Iraq." it 
said. “He said the Iraqi regime executed most 
of his family members." Another Iraqi air 
force captain defected to the Gulf stare in 
October with his wife and child. There has 
been an upsurge in Iraqis arriving in Kuwait 
since two Iraqi inner-circle officials defected 
to Jordan in August. 


Mrs. Rabin invited to the Vatican 


interior ministry said Sunday. Interior Minis- 
ter Ehud Barak ordered the investigation 
after revelations in the daily Yedior Ahar- 
onot. Identity papers, Israeli passports and 
transit papers were allegedly sold to Palesti- 
nians allowing them to move freely in Israel 
and abroad, the paper reported. Some of the 
documents fell into the hands of militants 
from the Islamic resistance movement Hamas 
which has carried out most of the anti-Israeli 
attacks in the past two years. Haim Ben Arar, 
the head of the office in annexed East 
Jerusalem which delivers the papers, blamed 
rfhan Alarm, the sister of a Hamas activist 
who could sign papers and had access to 
classified information, the paper said. She was 
fired several months ago by Ben Atar after 
pressure from the interior ministry. A deputy 
from the rightwing opposition Likud Party. 
Yeshuha Matza, said Sunday that such ‘“cor- 
rupt practices" had endangered the lives off 
Israelis. He announced be would call a meet- 
ing of the interior ministry parliamentary 
committee on Tuesday to look into the affair. 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — Pope 
John Paul II has invited the widow of slain 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin to visit the 
Vatican in December, state radio reported on 
Sunday. The invitation to Leah Rabin came 
via a Holy See representative based in Tel 
Aviv. On the eve of the talks on Dec. -13, she 
will take pan in a ceremony in Rome orga- 
nised by the Italian government in memory of 
her husband, gunned down by a Jewish 
fanatic Nov. 4 at a peace rally. Her husband 
only met the Pope once in March 1994 at the 
Holy See, when Mr. Rabin asked for his help 
in the peace process. 


Speedy verdict on Brotherhood 
trials 


‘Militants sold Israeli identity papers’ 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — Israel 
has opened an inquiry after civil servants 
allegedly sold Israeli identity papers to 
Palestinians including armed militants, the 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt’s high military court 
announced it would rule Thursday in the case 
of 33 members of the fundamentalist Muslim 
Brotherhood, on the same day as a second 
trial against the banned group, legal sources 
said. ’Die court will also give its verdict in the 
.first case against 49 Brothers. One of the 
accused is a defendant in both trials. On 
Sunday, the court at Huckstep military base 
north of the Egyptian capital heard the closing] 
defence arguments of the 33 and announced 
the ruling date, the sources said. President 
Hosni Mubarak has come under fire for 
sending the SI Brotherhood members, who 
face life imprisonment if found guilty, to 
military court which usually judges cases 
connected to Islamic militant unrest. 



CELEBRATIONS: His Royal Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san; the Regent, Sunday attended a celebration by the 
Hnwaitat tribes at Husseiniah north of Ma'an to celebrate 
His Majesty King Hussein's 60th birthday. Addressing the 
celebration, among others, Nawras Faisal Ben Jazi. re- 
viewed Jordan's achievements under King Hussein's rule 
and praised Prince Hassan’s role in the Kingdom's quest for 


progress and prosperity. He pMged the Huwaitat’s alle- 
giance to the Hashemite leadership. The celebration was 
attended by Chief Chamberlain Prince Ra'd Ben Zeid, King 
Hussein's Advisor for Tribal Affairs Sharif Fawwaz Zaben 
Abdullah, Ma'an governor. King Hussein and Prince 
Hassan’s advisors, in addition to deputies from the souther 
badia region. 


Government appoints committee to investigate 
Rabin ’s assassination, bars Jewish extremists 


Israeli right fends off accusations 


From P. V. Vrvekanand in 
West Jerusalem 


MEDIA REVELATIONS 
that the leader of an extrem- 
ist Israeli group was a paid 
agent of the main security 
agency of the country have 
boosted the hands of the 
Israeli right in its battle 
against accusations that it had 
paved the ground for the 
assassination of Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Rabin. 

While it is too early to see 
how the affair is going to 
affect the Israeli political 
scene and the chances of 
acting Prime Minister Shi- 
mon Peres in the next general 
elections in November, the 
right wing is using the reports 
to fight back assertions that it 
had contributed to the assas- 
sination. 

In a country long known 
for secret wheelings and deal- 
ings involving politicians and 
secret services, the allega- 
tions are serious, and some of 
the questions would most 
likely remain unanswered. * 

The main Israeli internal 
security agency. Genera] 
Security Services or Shin Bet. 
has dismissed reports that 
Avishai Raviv, head of the 
Eyal group to which confes- 
sed Rabin assassin Yigal 
Amir belonged, was a paid 
Shin Bet agent for nearly two 
years. 

But the right wing and the 
settler movement in the occu- 
pied territories have picked 
up on the reports, and are 
now suggesting that the Shin 
Bet has planted several other 
agents among "nationalist" 
Israeli groups to incite ex- 
tremists to stage violent ac- 
tions to undermine the peace 
accord with the Palestinians. 

Mr. Raviv was arrested 
shortly after the Nov. 4 assas- 
sination of Mr. Rabin at a Tel 
Aviv peace rally, but was 
released, and since kept 
under house anest, a few 
days later. 

Israel Channel 2 Television 
reported Saturday that Mr. 
Raviv was arrested because 
he failed to warn Shin Bet 
about Amir and his intention 
to assassinate Mr. Rabin. 
The television report added, 
however, that interrogators 
had concluded that other ex- 
tremists suspected that Mr. 
Raviv was a mole for several 
months, and. as such, did not 
confide in him about Amir's 
plans. 

According to Yediot Ahro- 
nol daily, Amir’s name did* 


not appear in any list of 
extremists and that it itself 
has opened the door for a 
multitude of theories, includ- 
ing one that says that “radical 
dements” within Shin Bet 
had somehow colluded with 
the assassin. 

The report appeared to 
have given the Israeli right 
the right to boost it had been 
looking for to fight off 
charges that its description 
and portrayal of Mr. Rabin as 
a "traitor who betrayed 
Israel’s cause" by returning 
land to the Arabs had set the 
stage for extremists to mount 
an attack on the prime minis- 
ter. 

The extent to which the 
Israeli right would go to 
clutch any straw in its defence 
is dear in the way its leaders 
are using the allegations. 

Rabbi Benny Alon, a 
member of the right-wing 
Moledet Party — an avowed 
opponent of the peace accord 
signed between Israel and the 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) — contended 
in comments published Sun- 
day that the Shin Bet had not 
simply planned Mr. Raviv in 
Eyal but had actually set up 
the whole organisation. 

"I would venture to say 
that the whole organisation 
and its activities, including 
the posters depicting Rabin 
in as SS uniform, were all 
paid for" by Shin Bet. Rabbi 
Alon was quoted as saying by 
the Israeli national agency 
IT1M. 

He also claimed that he 
"knew, and many people 
knew, that the one working 
more closely with Raviv was 
YigaJ Amir." 

Aliza Goren. media advi- 
sor to Mr. Peres, was equally 
emphatic in the government's 
rejection of the charges. "All 
attempts to connect Avishai 
Raviv and the Eyal organisa- 
tion to source^ in the GSS 
(Shin Bet) are incorrect," 
said Ms. Goren. 

Police Minister Moshe 
Shahal was more explicit in 
rejecting the right wing's 
charges that Shin Bet had 
employed any of the suspects 
in the Rabin assassination as 
an informant. 

"There was no confirma- 
tion by the (Shin Bet) about 
this item and as much as I 
know they denied it entire- 
ly," Reuter quoted Mr. Shah- 
al as saying. 

According to political 
analysts here, damage has 
already been done to the Shin 
Bet, and, by extension, to the 


Labour-led government itself 
simply because the agency, 
along with the external secret 
service, Mossad, comes 
directly under the control of 
the prime minisrer. 

At least three Shin Bet 
officers have either resigned 
or been suspended as a result 
of the charges. 

The charge that a govern- 
ment agency failed to protect 
Mr. Rabin is painful to 
Israelis who are still mourn- 
ing the death of the general- 
turned-politician who was 
seen by most moderates as 
Israel's newfound symbol of 
peace with the Arabs. 


Media commentators here 
argue that unless the Labour 
government acted swiftly to. 
convicingly quell the charges 
more damage will be done. 

In its effort to contain the 
damage, the cabinet on Sun- 
day ordered a crack down on 
Jewish extremists and laun- 
ched a formal probe into the 
assassination. 

The measures include un- 
specified moves to eliminate 
subversive Jewish groups and 
prevent their supporters from 
immigrating to Israel. 

Interior Minister Ehud 
Barak implicitly conceded 
that the government could 
have done better earlier. “It 
is the right wing to do at the 
right moment,” Mr. Barak 
was quoted as saying by Reu- 
ters. “We can only be sorry 
that the government did not’ 
do some of these things be- 
fore.” 

AP Adds: Israel's cabinet, 
meanwhile, dealt with the 
broader issue of Jewish ter- 
rorism. announcing plans to 
bar Jewish extremists from 
entering Israel and to disband 
subversive groups. 

"The government declares 
that extremist, violent, racist 
and terrorist organisations 
pose a great threat to the 
democratic regime of Israel,” 
said a cabinet statement. 


garded as a threat to public 
safety. 

Acting Prime Minisrer Shi- 
mon Peres formed a team to 
coordinate efforts against in- 
citement and sedition. Offi- 
cials from the army, police. 
Shin Bet and attorney- 
general's office will partici- 
pate. 

Security sources said the 
commission heard from e 
three-member team that con- 
ducted an internal investiga- 
tion for the Shin Bet. 

The internal report con- 
cluded that Mr. Rabin did 
not have enough bodyguards 
and that his protectors failed 
to keep civilians out of secure 
areas such as the one around 
his car. 


The commission was also 
expected to look into the 
intelligence breakdown and 
find out why the Shin Bet 
failed to follow up on tips 
that an assassination was 
planned. The Shin Bet admit- 
ted in a statement it had 
received information on 
assassination plans along with 
description that fit the gun- 
man. 

A heated debate broke out 
during the cabinet meeting 
among ministers seeking in- 
formation on who leaked Mr. 
Raviv's connections to the 
Shin Ber, Israel radio re- 
ported. 
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3rd passenger train 
attacked in s. Egypt 


"The government will not 
permit Jews from abroad to 
come to Israel as immigrants, 
tourists, residents or citizens 
if they express support or for 
organisations which have 
been outlawed or if they have 
expressed support have sup- 
ported acts of violence," ii 
said. 

In the past. Israel's govern- 
ment outlawed anti-Arab 
groups such as Kach and took 
guns away from a few dozen 
Jewish settlers. But the activ- 
ists never stayed in jail for 
very long and were not re- 


Cabinet Secretary Shmuei 
Hollander confirmed that 
some ministers raised ques- 
tions about Mr. Raviv being a 
Shin Ber informer during the 
cabinet meeting. But Mr. 
Peres told the ministers they 
should let the commission of 
inquiry do its job and refrain 
from making statements. Mr. 
Hollander said. 

In a move apparently 
aimed at some Jewish set- 
tlers' groups and religious 
bodies, the cabinet statement 
also said state funding would 
be cur off to institutions 
headed by those who preach 
racism and violence. 

The commission, which has 
the power to recommend dis- 
missals and other disciplinary 
action, is headed by retired 
Supreme Court Chief Justice 
Meir Sbamgar and has a re- 
latively narrow mission to in- 
vestigate security measures 
surrounding Mr. Rabin and 
the intelligence failure. 

Also on the panel are Zvi 
Zamir, former head of the 
Mossad intelligence agency, 
and Ariel Rosen-Zvi. dean of 
the Tel Aviv University law 
faculty. 


CAIRO (AP) — Suspected 
Muslim militants opened fire 
on a passenger train en route 
to Cairo, killing an Egyptian 
man and wounding another, 
police said Sunday. 

It was the third attack on a 
train in Qena province since 
Nov, g and raised fears that 
Muslim extremists were again 
trying to target the country's 
tourism industry, one of its 
largest earners of foreign cur- 
rency. 

The latest incident occur- 
red late Saturday night, when 
a rrain en route from the 
southern tourist city of 
Aswan wa$ raked by gunfire, 
as it passed through the vil- 
lage of Bahgoura in Qena 
province, security officials 
said. 

Police set up roadblocks 
and searched for the attack- 
ers. Sixteen men were 


arrested for questioning, the 
officials said. They spoke on 
condition of anonymity. 

Ounmcn fired on two 
trains near the village of 
Farshout in Qena province 
on Nov. g and 9. Thirteen 
people were hurt, including a 
German and a French tourist. 


A! Gamaa AI Islamiya, or 
the Islamic group, claimed 
responsibility for the Nov. 8 
attack and warned tourists to 
leave Egypt or risk losing 
their lives. 


The group, which also 
claimed responsibility Sun- 
day for a car bomb attack on 
the Egyptian embassy in 
-Pakistan that killed at least 13 
people, has been blamed for 
much of the violence in a 316 
year campaign by Muslim 
militants to overthrow 
Egypt's secular government. 


Body of Thai envoy to be 
flown home Wednesday 

By Gbalia AIul ~ 


Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The body of 
Thailand’s non-resident 
ambassador to Jordan, 


Kwanchai Lulitanonda, 


m 


a car 
while 


who was killed 

accident last week 

travelling from Baghdad to 
.Amman, will be flown 
home Wednesday. 

The body of Mr 

nonda, who was 

ambassador to Iraq, arrived 
in Amman yesrerday after 
memorial services were 


Lulita- 

also 


held at his residence in 
Baghdad. 

Reuters news agency said 
the services were attended 
by a pries: from the Vatican 
embassy in Baghdad. 

Official memorial ser- 
vices for the late ambassa- 
dor will be held in Amman 
on Wednesday, according 


to Zuhair Asfour, the 
Royal Thai Honorary Con- 
sul General in Amman, 
who added that Thai consul 
general in Dubai will also 
be attending the services. 

Diplomats told Reuters 
that the ambassador’s driv- 
er was also killed in the 
accident. His wife, who was 
seriously injured in the acci- 
dent, also arrived in Am- 
man Sunday, and will re- 
main in hospital until she 
leaves to Thailand Wednes- 
day. 

One doctor and two 
nurses have been sent from 
Thailand to superrise the 
treatment of Mrs. Lulita- 
nonda, Mr. Asfour said 

Travellers to and from 
Iraq have to travel through 

* mman as the 
United Nations sanctions 
on Iraq ban air travel to the 
country. 



Spanish police 
seize 50 kilos of 
cocaine 


MADRID (R) — Spanish 
police Saturday seized 
nearly 50 kilogrammes of 
cocaine at Madrid s 
Barajas Airport, one of 
Spain’s biggest drags hauls 
in recent years. Police said 
the cocaine was found by 
sniffer dogs in two suitcas- 
es on a flight from Bogota, 
the Colombian capital. 
Three Spaniards and a 
Mexican were arrested 
The cocaine was hidden in 
false bottoms in the suit- 
cases, as well as in 13 bags 
of coffee and bottles of 
shampoo. The haul was 
estimated to have a street 
value of $40 million. 


Singapore extends 
smoking ban to 
new places 


SINGAPORE (AFP) — 
Life will become more dif- 
ficult for smokers in 
Singapore from Dec. 1 
when a no-puffing rule is 
extended to new areas in 
the city-state known for its 
tough laws against lighting 
up in public places. From 
that date smoking will be 
prohibited in all air-condi- 
tioned shopping malls, 
underground pedestrian 
walkways and all queues of 
two or more people. Acting 
Environment Minister Teo 
Chee Hean announced 
Saturday. And over time, 
officials said, smoking will 
be banned in nightspots 
-including discotheques, 
bars and karaoke lounges 
that now remain the last 
refuge for smokers. “The 
extension of the smoking 
prohibition to these new 
areas will further protect 
non-smokers from the 
harmful effects of second- 
hand tobacco smoke,” Mr. 
Teo said. The ban is one 
more step in the anti-tobac- 
co campaign started by the 
island republic in 1970 
when smoking was prohib- 
ited in cinemas, theatres 
and buses. Over the years, 
smokers have been stopped 
from lighting up in taxis, 
hospitals, supermarkets, 
elevators, bowling alleys 
and air-conditioned offices, 
factories and food centres. 


How to keep your 
ears clean — and 
other APEC tips 


OSAKA, Japan (R) — 
How do you host a huge 
regional summit and 
ensure your 1,000-plus 
telephones stay clean? Ask 
Japan's telecommunica- 
tions giant Kokusai 
Denshin Denwa. At the 
KDD stall in the Osakajo 
Hall harried reporters get- 
ting their ears bent by irate 
editors can pick up free 
"mimikakr — pretty little 
bamboo sticks that scoop 
out ear-wax. The ultra- 
modern press centre, where 
Osakans come to listen to 
rock stars like Eric 
Clapton, now has buttoned- 
down officials droning 
from communiques on 
giant television screens. 
The stadium’s Tights 
bounce off the dazzling 
kimonos of a half-dozen 
young ladies who wait for- 
lornly to demonstrate the 
tea ceremony near a tiny 
rock garden. Thwarted by 
tight security? The 1,500 
international reporters 
chasing officials of the 18- 

member Asia-Pacific 
Economic Cooperation 
(APEC) Forum can drag 
themselves to the cafeteria. 
Journalists are plied with 
free food and drink all day* 
cup noodles with hot waier 
on tap, and endless pots of 
coffee. The freebies 
abound as the world’s sec- 
ond-richest nation woos 
the press. An Osaka 
Philharmonic Orchestra 
compact disc, a T-shirt with 
Buniaku puppets embla- 
zoned on it, a tiny 
radio ... Bat unlike the 
Group of Seven summit 
that Tokyo hosted two 
years ago, there is no ther- 
mometer to measura 
fevered imag inations. 
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